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Diſpute * about Law — Opinions about 
Love—the Card Table—the Baltic = 
. the Conſequences. 


HE. converſation between thefe two 
gentlemen, Jearned in the law, 
was on @ point in which they happened 
to differ in ſentiment ; both of chem con- 
ceited and poſitive, they had wrought 
up cach other almoſt to paſſion, “ Sir,“ 

You; . B fad 
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ſaid Leger, at the time he thumped the 
table, and diſturbed the ladies, * you 


- muſt allow, at leaſt I take the liberty to 


tell you, that a Counſellor's knowledge 


of theſe things muſt be far ſuperior to 


that of a common Attorney,” « And I, 
Sir,” ſaid Clinker, © muſt take the li- 
berty to tell you, that an Attorney, whoſe 
practice has been large like mine, who 
has carried ſo many cauſes into ſo many 


Courts, and prepared ſo many briefs for 


Counſel, may, though he cannot plead 

at the bar, be at leaſt allowed to give a 

decided opinion in a matter of law.” 
They were proceeding to * fir” each 


| other, when Mr. Garnock, who had 


liſtened with great attention, and to very 
little edification, interpoſed, with a view 
to prevent a quarrel, « Gentlemen,” 
ſaid he, «I doubt not but you are both 


ſufficiently learned in your profeſſion ; 
but, do you underſtand one another ? for 


1 


1 
1 
3 
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with all the care I could, anh though I 
cannot underſtand your arguments, yet 
I hope you are more nearly agreed than 
you ſeem to think you are.” ö 
% How the devil ſhould ;you under- 


ſtand us? they both exclaimed, « What 


can a dealer in ſugar-plumbs know of 
law? You may be very clever, Mr. Gar- 


nock, {behind your counter; but pri'thee 


man, leave us to ſettle our own diſputes.” 
Silenced by this rebuke, the Grocer 
fat quiet, but Miſs Delia, wiſhing to 
make converſation more general, pro- 
poſed a change of ſubject, to which her 
inamorato Mr, Clinker, very chearfully 
acceded. 1 
ce Inſtead of law, ſaid Miſs Delia, 


(let us talk about love, We are all un- 


married perſons, ſo I cannot think the 
ſubject improper. J am, it is true, what 
the world call an Old Maid; but it does 
not follow from thence, that 1 have no 


ſentiments concerning the tender paſſion, 


B 2 I 


2 
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I ſuppoſe that every one of us have ſet⸗ 
tled our opinions concerning what forms Wl 
a pleaſing attachment, I ſhould much 1 
like ” hear the thoughts of the com- 
pany.” | F 
« With all my Heidiet, ”? ſaid Leger, A 
ce let us change from law to love; and as Z 
Miſs Delia propoſed it, ſhe ſhall begin: 
ſhe {ays, ſhe has ſentiments concerning 
what forms a pleaſing attachment—tho' 
I have ſtudied love as well as law, I ex- 
pect very much pleaſure in hearing the 3 
account of one who is a veteran under 
love's banner.“ | 
e Your humble ſervant, ſir,” ſaid 
Miſs Delia, «but I ſhall not gratify you 
with any hiſtory of myſelf, nor acquaint 
you whether it is my misfortune, or my 
choice, that I am an old maid. 1 ſhall 4 
only give you my opinion of what forms 3 
a pleaſing attachment. J 
Some attachments ate founded on 
perſonal grace and beauty, and cheſe r 
would | 


- > BRL 
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would be permanently pleaſing, as long 


as gracefulneſs and beauty laſt, if the 


cye was all that is concerned in love 


but that not being the caſe, we ſee ma- 
ny paſſions very ardent and pleaſing in 
their beginning, ſoon degenerate into 
indifference and even diſguſt ; form, there- 


fore alone, whatever ſhare it may have of 


a pleaſing attachment, as an accidental 
part of it, is not an e/ential one. You 
may perhaps ſmile at me, when you 
look at my figure, for ſaying io; but 
J cannot alter my opinion. 

True love, I conceive, conſiſts in the 
parties being agreeable to each other in 
the toute enſemble : it is not founded in 


one thing more than another, and it 


may be impoſſible for the parties to give 
a reaſon, why they took a liking to each 
other, rather than to other perſons con- 
feſſedly more generally pleaſing; but 
they can tell how that mutual agreeable- 
neſs grew up to tenderneſs, and even 
B 3 ardency 
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ardency of aſſection, by mutual endea- 
vours to pleaſe. 

Love therefore, in my opinion, is an 
union of the heart, by which the parties 
are more to one another than all the 
world beſide; an union which pervades 
all the departments of life, and diffuſes 
an univerſal ſympathy in joys and ſor- 
rows: it ſubſiſts in that agreeable idea, 
which the parties have formed of each 
other in their own minds; in conſe- 
quence of which, they are always plea- 
ling to, and endeavouring to pleaſe each 
other.“ | 5 

« She ſpeaks like an oracle, by God,“ 
exclaimed Leger, my dear little phi. 
loſopher, did you never taſte the ſweets | 
of ſuch an attachment?“ 

« Fair and ſoftly, my good fir,” ſaid 
Miſs Delia, I told you, I ſhould not gra- 
tify you with a hiſtory of my own affairs, 
but only give you my opinion : I ſhall 
now wait for the opinion of the reſt of 

the 
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Y che company ; for 1 if you .. 
4 to take the next turn.“ 
1 |. That I ſhall not permit,” ſaid Mr. 
= Clinker, my regard for the amiable 
A Miſs Delia Pierpont, will not ſuffer me 
to wait longer for an opportunity of ex- 
4 | preſſing my hearty concurrence with her 
1 ſentiments, provided ſhe will ſuffer me 
to make a little amendment.“ 

« As much amendment as you pleaſe, 


ar,“ ſaid Miſs Delia, © | am eager for 


it, as a lawyer's amendment will cer- 
1  tainly be curious,” 
1 ſhall be rational, my pI Miſs 
Delia, and 1 flatter myſelf, will meet 
X your approbation. To the point then: 
you have excellently deſcribed what con- 
ſtitutes a pleaſing attachment, when the 
paſſions are fluſhed with youth and vi- 
gour; but we, my dear lady, are rather 
paſt the meridian: ſuppoſe therefore, 
that inſtead of love, we ſubſtitute friend- 
4 ſhip. 


8 


Miſs Delia, for her ſentiments of a plea- 


at leaſt I muſt have ſomething more to 


be agreeable : but the man I wiſh to be 


3 ADVENTURES OF | 
ſhip. Is it not poſſible to form a plea- 4 
ſing attachment upon that baſis 2” 4 
I cannot ſay, ſir, not having con- NV 
ſidered it; but I ſhall think of your pro- E 
polal at my leiſure,” ſaid Miſs Delia,“ 9 
only wiſh now to remind the company, 3 
not to be led from the ſubje& by Mr. 
Puzzle-cauſe, lt is love, not friendſhip, 3 
that we are talking of,” 
The obſequious lover of money, bow- 
ed aſſent, and Mils Darby, who had 
waited impatiently for her turn, now 
broke ſilence, fixing her des . 

upon Leger. 
« am much obliged,” ſaid ſhe, © to 


— hr WR WY A wa 


fing attachment, I heartily join with her 
as far as they go, but in my idea of a 
pleaſing attachment, they are defective, 


make me happy: 1 do not lay much 
ſtreſs on the form, but yet I wiſh it to 


at 
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4 attached to me, and whom I could love 
I with equal attachment, muſt be a man 
Hof ſenſe, able from his knowledge and 
3 obſervation, to diſcourſe on all topics 
wich propriety. Beſides good natural 
3 abilities, I chuſe he ſhould be a man of 
4 learning, of one of the liberal profeſſions ; 
3 I would not be nice which, though I 
'$ think I ſhould prefer the law — he muſt 
1 alſo be a man of ſpirit and vivacity, for ! 
hate a drone as much as I do a dunce; 
I and where the two qualifications are 
Junited, they are to me deteſtable, 1 
call them qualifications, becauſe they 
may be e to ſome perſons, 
though not to me.” 

3 So ſaying, Miſs Darby caſt a ſignificant 
3 and malicious look at good Mr. Gar- 
nock and Mrs. Williams, a look which 
fully indicated her ſentiments, that wi- 
dow Williams ought to be content and 
3 pleaſed with the illiterate tradeſman, and 
; B 5 give. 
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give up the man of ſenſe, learning and 
vivacity to her. 

Mrs. Williams felt the ful force of it, 
and was exceedingly nettled; ſne had 
been chagrined before, ſhe was now pro- 
voked. This daring forwardneſs of Miſs 
Darby, and before her face too, was 
more than ſhe could bear. Mr. Gar- 
nock ſeemed not to comprehend the 

meaning of her look, but he had attend- 
ed to her harangue to the Counſellor, 
and heartily wiſhed her ſu-ceſs; as that 
bar removed, he ſhould again ſtand a 
chance for widow Williams. 

The ladies now called for cards, and 
the two Miſſes, the Widow and the 
| Counſellor, engaged at Whiſt. III luck 
trod on the heels, of Mrs. Williams all 
that day, ſor in cutting for partners ſhe 
miffed of her Counſellor, and was cou- 
pled with Miſs Darby: it was ſome con- 
folation, however, that Miſs Darby was 
not coupled with Leger, who had Miſs 
| | | Delia 
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Delia for his partner. Mr. Garnock, and 
Mr. Clinker, took pipes and ſat by 
the fire. 5 

Mrs. Williams's mind was too much 
agitated to attend properly to her play — 


luck ran againſt her ſhe was out of tem 


per and pettiſh—bur her pettiſhneſs was 
chiefly directed at Miſs Delia, who was 


waſpiſh in her turn. They played and 


wrangled until the little lady's waſpiſh 


diſpoſition was quite inflamed. Mrs, 
Williams charged her with unfair play, 
and ſhe in return, ſtretching her ſpider- 
arms over the table, ſeized the Widow's 
cap, and tore it from her head, who re- 
turned the compliment by ſeining her 
cap in like manner. 

The intervening table, prevented cloſer 
conflict: our heroines therefore roſe to 
engage in the middle of the room. Miſs 
Darby enjoyed the ſcene, ſenſible that it 
aroſe intirely from the vexation ſhe had 
given Mrs. Williams about Leger.— He 
B 6 was 
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was confounded, and knew not what to 
do—Mr. Clinker leiſurely laid down his 
pipe, with a deſign to riſe and part the 
fray : but Mr. Garnock, daſhing his pipe 
into the fire, fled to the place of action, 
and kicking up the heels of Miſs Delia, 
laid her ſprawling on the floor, Mr. 
Clinker arrived juſt time enough to aſ- 
fiſt her to riſe. | | 
| She aroſe, and at the ſame time, there 
aroſe with her a ſmell which was ſtrongly 
perceived by every one preſent: Miſs 
Delia herſelf was more diſconcerted by 
the effluvia which ſurrounded her, than 
by the fall, as it betrayed a matter, which 
though not criminal, ſhe did not chooſe 
every one ſhould know—a phial of Ra- 
tifee, which ſhe carried in her pocket 
for occaſional comfort, was fractured in 
her fall, and emitted this odour which 
ſo greatly diſconcerted her, 
The ſtorm was now pretty well over; 
and each took a chair and ſullenly far 
down. 
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down. Mr. Clinker, with calmneſs and 
gravity reſumed his pipe ; then addreſſing 
Mr. Garnock, „Sir,“ ſaid he, « your 
treatment of the lady whom | glory to 
honour with my diſtinguiſhing regards, 
calls upon me to revenge her cauſe. L 
will amply do it Sir, I will bring an ac- 
tion againſt you, for aſſault and battery, 
and depend upon it, Sir, I ſhall god 
ſwinging damages. 

Poor Garnock, when he cripred: up 
Delia's heels, never dreamt of an action, 
he only ſought to deliver his Widow 
from the claws of her antagoniſt, and 
then to make a merit of it in urging his 
ſuir. Finding himſelf thus threatened,, 
he turned to Leger, and with great ſe- 
riouſneſs addreſſed him thus, 

„ Sir, you are witneſs to all that has 
paſſed, and you are a lawyer, Can this 
man bring an action againſt me, for only 
tripping up Miſs Pierpont's heels?“ 
& Ares ſurely,” ſaid Leger, ea man may. 

hag 
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bring an action for any cauſe whatever, 
but the matter is, to maintain it. Now, 
if you are wiſe and will be ruled by me, 
I'll put you in a way how to manage 
him: PIL let him know whether I under- 
ſtand law.“ 

te Good fir,” faid Garnock, you 
know I] do not underſtand law, and this 
fellow may ruin me and my poor chil- 
dren. Now, you know, that what I did 
was to ſerve Mrs. Williams ; I had no 
ill will to Miſs Pierpont, and as to her 
bottle of Ratifee, it could not be worth 
a great deal : I have plenty of phials in 
the houſe, that the doctor ſent with ſtuff 


for my poor wife, ſhe ſhall have as many 
as ſhe will, and I will pay for the __— | 


that was ſpilled.” 

' « Poh, poh, man,” ſaid Leger, “ ne- 
ver mind him, I'll maintain your fuit 
againſt him; and Mrs, Williams ſhall 
bring another againſt Mifs Delia, for aſ- 
wulcing her cap. Law-ſuits breed like 
maggots, 
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maggots. Our feaſt to- day; you know, 
was on account of the ſuit I gained for 
Mrs. Williams; and now we ſhall have 
two more: but never mind, I'll manage 
matters, I warrant you. 5 

The hoſtile ladies had by this time ad- 
juſted their dreſs, and Miſs Delia de- 
parted, accompanied by Clinker as her 
champion, Miſs Agnes Darby would 
have ſtayed longer, to enjoy the morti- 
fication of Mrs. Williams, but that 
lady's temper having already broke 
through reſtraint, ſhe told her, without 


ceremony, © her company” was 86 1 
deſired. 


Mr. Garnock alſo, after . again 
ſolicited Leger to do his beſt for him, 


took leave, and left Leger and the Wi-⸗ 
dow alone. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP 0M 


Well-timed Flattery—Vifits to Miſs Delia 
—&nd Miſs Darby. 


HE company being all gone, widow 


| Williams gave vent to her ſorrows 


by tears; and lamented her misfortune- 


in plaintive accents: ſhe confeſſed to 
Leger, that the conduct of Miſs Darby 
had ſowered her temper ; that her ad- 


vances to him had exceedingly grieved 
and vexed her; and the more ſo as ſhe 


ſaw him return her looks. 


&« My dear charmer,” ſaid he, © you 


know a man muſt. be gallant with the 


ladies; but ſure you have too much con- 


fidence in my fidelity to apprehend that 
Miſs Darby could ſupplant you in my 
| heart; I deſpiſe her coquettiſh airs : 
forwardneſs 
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forwardneſs in a woman, is horridly diſ- 
ouſting to me; but when one is with 
them in company, there is no avoiding 
either a ſullenneſs of behaviour, or a re- 
turn of advances; and politeneſs you 
know, dictates the laſt : but my heart is 
yours, and ever will be while my name 
is Leger. How could you ſuſpect a mo- 
ment your faithful Anthony, when I 
have given you ſuch repeated and ſolemn 
aſſurances of my love? 

Beſides, my charmer, how could you 
forget your ſuperiority in point of beau- 
ty. Agnes Darby never was handſome, 

and years have not | improved her, I 
know, not, which to admire moſt, her folly 
or her impudence, in attempting to ri- 
val the lovely Mrs. Williams. You, 
my dear Madam, are much to blame to 
ſuffer your peace to be broke on her ac- 
count, Go to the glaſs, my angel, and 
ſee, all lovely as you are, if there is any | 

degree 
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degree of compariſon between dowdy 

Darby and my amiable Widow, 

T hate, as I told you before, all for- 
wardneſs in the ſex; I deteſt a coquetie 
from my ſoul; but I confeſs, I take plea- 
ſure in returning their advances, and 
love to divert myſelf, by making the 
fools believe they have made a conqueſt. 
Let your dear heart be at reſt from all 
jealous thoughts, and let me alone to 
manage her, and you ſhall be revenged 
upon her in her own way.” | 

e Well,” faid the Widow, * do as 
you pleaſe, I will believe you are faith- 
ful, but this has been a vexatious day up- 
on ſeveral 'accounts, That vixen Delia, 
tearing off my cap, I really thought ſhe 
would have ſeratched my eyes out: and 
vexed as I was, I could not he lp laugh- 


ing to ſee her laid on the floor. Only 
think of carrying a dram bottle in her 


pocket,” The demure old Slut could 
LL hardly 
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hardly be perſuaded to drink a drop of 


brandy after dinner, for ſhe never took 
ſpirits. a 

Do you think that formal fool her 
lover, will take the law of Mr. Garnock ? 
poor man, I ſhall be ſorry if he ſuffers 
on my account.” „A fiddle- ſtick for 
your ſorrow,” ſaid Leger, «© I hope 
Clinker will be as good as his word; 
curſe. on the hearts of them both, I hope 
to ſee them up to the ears in law, and fo 
they ſhall be if I can plunge them.” 
e Why ſo warm, Mr. Leger,” ſaid the 
Widow, „ what has Mr. Garnock done 
to excite your anger?” * Done,” ſaid 
he, © I hate the ſkulking fellow—l hate 
to ſee him poking his noſe in here two 


| or three times in a day—let him keep 


behind his counter.” 
« Hey day!” ſaid Mrs. Williams, 

« what is coming now, is Mr. Leger 
jealous ? What have you ſeen in my be- 
haviour to excite ſuſpicion ? if you have 
5 ſeen 
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ſeen me. ogle him as Miſs Darby ogled: 


vou, there had been ſome cauſe for jea- 
louſy.” «© Patience my dear Widow, I. 


am not jealous, but I hate the fellow, for 
I know he wiſhes me at the devil I hate 

both him and Clinker too, and if it lies. 
in my way, will fleece them both. But. 


believe me, Mrs. Williams, I know 


myſelf too well to be . of Mr. 


Garnock.“ | 
| Vexation of mind, and che fatigues of: 
the day, diſpoſed Mrs. Williams to re- 


tire to reſt: as it was rather early, Leger 


ſaid, he would fit up an hour or two to 


(read, When the Widow was gone, the 


book was laid down, and he began to 
ruminate on the ſituation of affairs; and 


how he ſhould turn them to his own ad- 


vantage. Law and love both ſeemed 
to offer their aſſiſtance, and he felt him- 
ſelf much inc lined to make uſe of them. 


At breakfaſt next morning, our Hero 


moved for a reconciliation between Miſs. 
Dela. 
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| Delia and Mrs, Williams : he urged 


their long acquaintance and friendſhip, 
and thought it was a pity a breach ſhould | 
remain between them, which would ne- 
ver have happened, but for the petulance 


of Miſs Darby, Mrs. Williams was 


pleaſed with the propoſal; declared ſhe 
had no ill will to Delia, and was ſorry _ 
her vexation had made her ſo quarrel- 
ſome: ſhe hoped too, that the recon- 


ciliation between them, would prevent 


Clinker from putting his threats againſt 
Garnock in execution. | 

ee Well,” ſaid Leger, though I hate 
them both, I have no wiſh to keep up 
the quarrel between them. But Clinker 
| believe, will hardly give up the mat- 
ter, he is a litigious old fellow, and 


has certainly right on his fide ; but for 


your ſake, my dear, and to convince you 
that I am not jealous, I will undertake 


and manage Garnock's cauſe for him.” 
Though Leger propoſed the recone. 
ciliation, he meant nothing leſs: he did 
it 
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it to amuſe Mrs, Williams, whoſe good 
nature he was afraid would lead her to L 
| ſeek it. To prevent her, he therefore] tl 

' propoſed it himfelf, and 1 to be na 
ambaſſador of peace. a 

He waited on Miſs Delia, and made Je 
her many compliments of condolence on 
the ill=treatment ſhe had met with the 
day before - lamented the abſurdity of 
Mrs. Williams's behaviour —ſaid that it 
aroſe from jealouſy, excited by the folly 
of Miſs Darby - and jealouſy you know 
my dear Madam, is the madneſs of 2 


woman. „ But why,” faid Miſs Delia, 

« ſhould her ill-nature be pointed at Met A 

What had I done?“ 50 
« Oh!” ſaid Leger, be you don't 

know her, madam: why you was my Th 


partner, that was one thing: luck run 1 
againſt her, that was another: and to be 


plain with you, the fool is jealous of you, 
as well as of Miſs Darby.” „ If that | 
is the caſe,” ſaid Miſs Delia, „1 ſtall 
take care not to provoke her again.” 

«© You 
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«« You are quite right, Madam,“ ſaid 
Leger, and as ſoon as my affairs are ſet- 
tled, I will deliver myſelf from her ill- 
nature and petulence. You cannot con- 
ceive to what extravagant lengths her 
jealouſy drives her, and if I ſuffer thus 


much from is now, what may I not ex» 
| peCt after marriage?“ 


Miſs Delia was much ſurpriſed by 
this declaration, and ſaid, To be ſure _ 
fir, if the ſcenes of yeſterday may be 
taken for a ſamplc of the life you lead, 
it is intolerable enough; but, that the 
fool ſhould be jealous of me, is amazing.” 

« Why, ſo amazing, my good Lady? 
Are you not amiable? Are you. not ſen- 
ſible? Do you not poſſeſs a number of 
good qualities, to which ſhe is a ſtranger? 


Does not your education—your know- 


ledge of the world - your fortune, ſet 
you above her? My God, what degree 


Jof compariſon is there between you?“ 


ce Why all this, fir,” ſaid Miſs Delia, 
« have you then indeed pretentions to 


me d. 
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me?” ce None in the world Madam, but 
the pureſt friendſhip and moſt reverential 
regard, I ama man of honour, Mis 
Delia. Mr, Clinker you know— 

But now I have mentioned him, ſuf. 
fer me to expreſs my ſentiments freely 
concerning the affair of Garnock, I 
hope Mr. Clinker will chaſtiſe that fel. 
low, for he deſerves it. He will, I hope, 
bring an action for the aſſault upon your 
perſon : a brutal dog, to kick up a lady's 
heels! I hope, my dear lady, you re- 
ceived no material injury by the fall ?” 

« Whatever injury I received from 
the fall, is nothing to you, ſir; Mr, 
Clinker will ſtate that properly; and as 


you are in pay on the other fide, you | 


muſt anſwer if you can.” « Upon my 
honour, Madam,” ſaid Leger, „I had 
quite forgot that circumſtance, when [ 
aſked the queſtion. . Why there now, 
you ſee what comphances I am forced to; 
I muſt act againſt my friends, in defence 
of that fellow, becauſe my ſweet Widow 

will 
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will have it ſo. And being engaged, I 
muſt, you know, do what I can to de- 
fend him; for the ſake of my profeſſional 
character: and yet—there are ways and 
means there are douceurs in law, which 
will ſhut as well as open a counſellor's 
mouth, and yet ſave appearances.” 

Miſs Delia took the hint, our Hero 
ſhe thought might be a formidable op- 
ponent, but there was an effectual way 
to diſarm him: ſne threw her purſe upon 
the table : it contained about ſeven gui- 
neas: Expend that trifle for me,” ſaid 


he, «in a way of friendly ſervice; I give 


you no directions, but leave you to your 
own Giſcretion.” „ Depend upon me, 
Madam, I know my buſineſs, and your 
point ſhall be carried.“ | | 

The purſe was ſoon pocketed —pro- | 
leſſions of friendſhip flowed rapidly from 
our Hero's tongue, The Widow and 
Garnock were plentifully ridiculed, and 
Mr. Clinker praiſed as a great profeſ- 
ſional man. He then departed to try 

. * his 


— 
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his luck with Miſs Darby: here love, 
not law, was the card to play, 
Scarcely was Leger departed, when 
Clinker arrived, “My dear Miſs Delia,“ 
ſaid he, «I am determined you ſhall be 
revenged, for the affront you received 
yeſterday, You fee my zeal to ſerve 
you, and I hope you will ſoon reward 
me: [ have been this morning already, 
and laid your caſe before two of the moſt 
eminent counſel, you need not fear the 
Widow's bull-dog, for we are more than 
a match for him.” „ The Widow's 
bull-dog,” ſaid ſhe, “ is tame as a ſpa- 
niel.” Then ſhe related the viſit—the 


converſation, and the bribe. * Very 


well,” faid Clinker, & that's my good 
girl, we will try to fave that money it: 


our future expenſes; as one counſel leſs 
than I intended will now certainly do.“ 


Miſs Darby was in tranſports, when 
ſhe heard our Hero's name announced; 
ſhe fled to meet him at the top of the 


ſtairs, 
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ſtairs, and ſcarcely ſuffered him to enter 
the dining-room, before ſhe began to 


interrogate him concerning the Widow. 
All in one breath ſhe demanded, How 
does your Virago do, after yeſterday's 
campaign ? how is her cap? is it ruined 


paſt recovery?” with a number more 


queſtions of the ſame kind, which the 
rattled off as faſt as her elaek could go, 
without waiting an anſwer to any thing. 

e could not forbear,” ſaid Leger, 
« devoting an hour this morning, to en- 


quire after your welfare, after the un- 


civil manner in which you was laſt night 
diſmiſſed.” * You are very good, in- 
deed;” ſaid ſhe, „ but you know, it was 
for your ſake, that J got myſelf affronted, 


ſo you ought to be attentive to me a lit- 
ile. But pray, does your Dear know of 


your viſit?“ „No child, no, I would 


not have her for the world. We had 


ſuch weeping, and ſuch ;emonſtrating 
laſt night, that you would have pitied 
e eme 


* * 
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me, had you ſeen and heard it. Really 
Miſs Darby, the fond fool grows quite 
ſurfeiting, and has the vanity to think ] 
ought to return her fooliſh and _— 
ing paſſion.” “ 

e Why, ſir,” ſaid Mis Dirk: rb do 
not you court her? Are you not ſoon to 
be married to her? And would you 
think of marrying a woman that did not 
love you? No, certainly,“ ſaid he, 
« nor would I marry every fool that 
takes it into her head to love me. You 
muſt know, my dear Madam, that Mrs, 
Williams began the courtſhip, and as 
my affairs in Chancery have met with 
unexpected delays, I have been obliged 
to humour and amuſe her, leaſt ſhe 
ſhould dun me for my board. But lordſ 
bleſs you, Miſs Darby, can you think, 
widow Williams a ſuitable. match for 
me?” Indeed ſir,” ſaid ſhe, her eyes 
_ gliſtening with pleaſure, ce thought it 
exceeding ſtrange you ſhould make ſuch 
a choice.“ 


After 


ly 
ite 
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After an hour ſpent in ridiculing Mrs. 
Williams, an hour moſt delightful to Miſs 
Darby, Leger departed, with a promiſe 
to renew his viſits, as often- s _ could: 
do it with ſecrecy. 

Mrs: Williams thought his abſence 
long; her good-nature, and deſire of 
peace, made her impatient to know the 
reſult of her negociation: ſhe had alſo 
called her neighbour, Mr. Garnock, to 
hear the good news, that his adverſaries 
had agreed to ceaſe hoſtilities: Leger 
entered with ſeeming deep concern upon 
his countenance, and took his ſeat by 
the fide of his Widow, who atixiguſly 
enquired his ſucceſs. | 5 

« Indeed my dear,” ſaid he, "TY 
ing. her hand; which ſhe had fondly'put 
into his, * you may judge, by the time 
J have been abſent, that I have laboured 
hard to bring about an accommodation 
with your old-friend ; but the little waſp 
is ag crooked in her diſpoſition, as in her 

C 3 perſon. 
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perſon, All I could fay to excuſe you, 
only irritated her more. She does not 
indeed threaten you with Jaw, ' becauſe 
ſhe knows ſhe began the aſſault : but 
Me has taken it into her head, that you 
are jealous of her, as well as of Miſs 
Darby, and will take care how ſhe comes. IM 
in the way of a jealous fury.” d 
« Well,” ſaid the Widow, «I am 
very ſorry for it: I love Delia, F know It (: 
the is fiery and eaſily provoked, but 1 
thought ſhe would forgive a fault that 
did not flow from malice, I will go to I 
her myſelf, and intreat her to forgive | © 
me.” No, my dear,” ſaid he, „that p 
you never mall, after all the ill- natured ÞM V 
things ſhe has ſaid of you to me: I will tr 
not conſent you ſhould be humbled ſo far. 
<« But what is to be done with me?“ 
faid Mr. Garnock, eagerly, „ Will 
Clinker, think you, bring an action a- 
gainſt me?” « Aye,” ſaid Leger, © as. 
ſure 
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ſure as you are alive. They vow venge- 
ance, and will ruin you if they can: you 
was a fool and an aſs, for doing what you 
did; what right had you to meddle?“ 


| « Good: fir,” ſaid the frighted grocer, 


«What ſha I do? You promiſed you 


| would ſtand by me: for God's ſake, fir, 


do not deſert me in my trouble,” 
„ Well well, for this dear woman's 
ſake I will; I ſee her eyes plead for you. 


III go to work as cheaply as I can for 
you, but you muſt down with the rhino. 


There is but one way to do it: I will 
bribe the clerks, and get errors into their 
proceedings; which will nonſuit them. 
We mult, for once, play them a rogue's 
trick.“ 
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Leger makes Love to Miſs Darby — Acci- wh 
dental Meeting of Miſs Delia and Rufa 
—Letter from Garnock's Brother, 


i * promiſe, ſir,” ſaid Garnock, 

to go Cheaply to work for me, 
but I muſt down with the ready rhino : 
What. muſt 1 advance money before any 
thing is done?“ e Aye by God muſt you, 
or nothing can be done,” ſaid Leger: 
« the plan we go upon, is that of ſecret 


ſervice, which always requires ready- a 
money my finances at preſent will not 8 
admit me to advance it—you know l 5 
walt the deciſion of the Court in my own , 
affairs, and though I ſhall have money , 


plenty by and by, I am ſhort at preſent 
— belides 
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— beſides it is not reaſonable, as I will 
charge you nothing for my advice and 
trouble, that I ſhould be money out of 
pocket.” e 

« And what ſum will do, fir, will five 
guineas ſerve for the purpoſe you men- 


tion?“ 


et ſhall if 1 can make it; and I 
will render a faithful account to you of 


the expenditure of it, before I aſk you 


for more : but friend Garnock, do not 
be penny wiſe and pound fooliſh; for if 
Clinker gets a verdict, you will not ef- 
eape for fifty,” | 

The Grocer laid down the money 
and departed. . The widow loaded our 


Hero with careſſes and thanks, for un- 


| dertaking her worthy neighbour's cauſe 


for her ſake; and Leger returned her 
careſſes with profeſſions and proteſta- 

tions in his uſual ſtile. 
Term-time was approaching, and our 
Hero (as uſual) began to be very buſy ; 
GC 5 he 
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he wrote much at home, but as he wrote: 
in characters, Widow Williams took 
his word for it, that it was about his law 
affairs; and ſhe looked forward, with 


pleaſing hope, to the deciſion. of this 


Term—his buſineſs too, often called him 
out, and robbed: him of the ſociety of 
his dear Widow many. hours in the day. 

As Mrs Williams had abruptly dil-- 
miſſed Miſs Darby from her houſe, ſhe 
faw no more of her; and as Leger had 
never ſo much as mentioned her name 
ſince the altercation—ſhe had not the 
ſhadow of a ſuſpicion of any acquaintance 
between them: he viſited her therefore 
without fear of detection; and the hours 
of abſence, pretendedly devoted to bu- 


ſineſs, were in reality, ſpent. with Miſs 


Darby. 

In theſe viſits, Widow Williams's paſ- 
fion was diſcuſſed. with all imaginable 
ridicule : this was quickly followed by. 
our Hero profeſſing himfelf the affecti- 
onate 
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onate admirer of Miſs Darby, with the 
offer of his hand and expected fortane. 

A propoſal ſo flattering to all her foi- 


| bles, could not fail to operate agreeable 


to his wiſh; to gain a huſband, the thing 
ſhe ſo much wiſhed for, and to triumph 
over Widow Williams, were motives 
which determined her not to heſitate, 
She conſented, and the widow was Con- 
figned to wear the willow. 

Leger's plot for making the amorous 


_ Miſs Darby pay for her ogling, was now 
Tipe, Three days before term, he en- 


tered her appartment in great apparent 
diſcompoſure, and throwing himſelf on 
a Sofa, he ſighed as if he was breaking 


his heart: the kind Spinſter enquired 


with the greateſt earneſtneſs into the 
cauſe of his trouble? She was only an- 
ſwered with fighs and groans: at laſt, 
adminiſtering of a cordial ſo far reco- 
vered him, that he was able in broken 
accents to inform her of his great diſtreſs. 

C 6 « A 
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A damned diſappointment, indeed 
Miſs Darby—a damned diſappointment 
— has broke for the preſent, all my 
ſchemes of happineſs—you muſt indeed 
my dear girl, you muſt love me no more, 
for I cannot“ 

« You cannot, Mr Leger; for heaven's 


fake, fir, do not diſtreſs me, but tell 


me what you cannot?” 
« cannot fulfil my promiſes to you, 
and that is worſe than death to me.” 
Another drop of cordial helped him 


to explain, * You muſt be informed,” 


faid he, „that ſome time ago, I aſſiſted 
a friend in the Country with fifty pounds; 


for God knows I was always ready 
_ | whenever I had it, to help a friend in dif- 
treſs. I wrote to this perſon, in the moſt 


preſſing, manner, to ſend me only ten 
pounds, I informed him of the fitua- 
tion of my affairs, and my neceſſity of 
money : 'nay, I offered to lend it him 


again when my trial was over: but 


damn 
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damn the dog — here, ſee his anſwer, 
drawing a forged letter from his pocket) 
he cannot ſpare it now, for it wall greatly 
diſtreſs him, 

Now what think you is the conſe- 
quence? I have no money to retain 
Counſel, nor to pay Court-fees — my 


trial muſt be put off vexation -l muſt 


wait for my money till next Term, and 
all that time, ſuffer the idle paſſion of 
the odious Williams—and what is worſe 
than all, be debarred the poſſeſſion of 
my angel Agnes.” 

The wily Counſellor knew Miſs Darby: 
had a few days before received her divi- 
dend at the Bank, and that ſhe could 
not have leſs than forty or fifty pounds 
then by her. He looked at her ſig- 
nificanatly—ſhe was embarraſſed “ Per- 
haps Miſs Delia,“ - ſaid ſne “ But Mr. 
Clinker,“ returned Leger“ Perhaps 
Mrs Williams“ No doubt of it,” ſaid 
de, „ but what is the conſequence ?”— 

Why 
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why I ſhall certainly gain my cauſe, 
and have my money; and Widow Wil. 
liams will expect ſuch a return for her 


kindneſs as I am ſhocked to think of— 


and how ſhall I be able to act? 
This was ſufficient, the determined 
Agnes Darby, drew out her pocket- 


book, and preſented him a ten pound 


bank note. Take that,” ſaid ſhe, * as 


a mark. of my regard for you—you are 


too generous, I. believe, to think 7 want 
to bribe. your: love, whatever: Williams 
might do.” He kiſſed her hand in re- 
ceiving it, ſaying, . „In a few days, my 
charmer, I ſhall be able to return your 
compliment manifold : but as I ſhall 
now be exceeding buſy, do not expect 


to ſee me to-day, perhaps not to-morrow. | 
Juſt in the nick of time had our Hero 
managed this ift to encreaſe his fi- 
nances—he ſeemed to act as under a 


prophetic impulſe that he ſhould ſoon 
be routed from Widow Williams; but 


as 
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as he had collected from Miſs Delia, 
Mr. Garnock, and Miſs Darby, to the 
tune of upwards: of twenty pounds, he 
was 1n-a tolerable plight to ſeek another 


refuge. 


Miſs Delia went that afternoon to ſee- 
a friend at ſome diſtance : the company 
at tea were moſtly ſtrangers, among them 


was a little red-headed perſon, mean in 


her aſpect, and flammerkin in her dreſs, . 
She had with her a lovely little boy, 
whoſe lively anticks, as he played upon 


the carpet, afforded conſide rable diver- 
ſion for the ladies. The mother of this 


child being addreſſed by the name of 
Leger, attracted Miſs Delia's attention, 
and awakened her curioſity; and tracing 
ſome of the lineaments of Leger in the 
features of the child, concluded they 
might be ſome relations of his. 
This perſon was no other than Rufa; 


and the little boy was Leger's child: 


but as he paſſed for a fingle man, Miſs 
| Delia 
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Delia could have no ſuſpicion of this 
ſhe told Rufa, that ſhe had the plea- 
ture to know a gentleman of her name 
— that they. were near neighbours— that 
he was a Counſellor—but at preſent was 
engaged in a law-ſuit, which-was thought 
to be near a criſis: Pray were they any 
ways related? Ruta anſwered, That 
ſhe was: his- wife, and that was his child : 
that ſhe and her child; lived with. her 
mother—her huſband, through his im- 
prudences, being unable to maintain 
them, but ſhe hoped when this affair 


of law was over, they ſhould be able to 


live together again.. 


Miſs Delia was much ſurpriſed at this 
information. She enquired. if he often 


ſaw his wife and child, and being an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, dropped the 
ſubject, being unwilling. to afflict Ruta, 
by a recital of what ſhe knew of his 
courtſhip to Mrs. Williams ; thinking 
her already ſufficiently an object of pity: 

| of 


ANTHONY LEGER, 47 


of his affair with Miſs Darby, ſhe was 
as ignorant as Mrs. Williams herſelf. 

In her way home, ſhe called on Miſs 
Darby, and related to her, that ſhe had 
ſeen and drank tea with Mrs. Leger, the 
wife of their worthy friend Counſellor 
Leger : that ſhe had a little boy the pic- 
ture of his . and that Leger often 
viſited them. | 

Miſs Darby could hardly ſupport the 
intelligence: ſurpriſe and vexation al- 


moſt overcame her: to hide which, ſhe 


pretended to be very ill, and to have 
been fo all day. 
Miſs Delia expected ſhe would Have 


| Joined with her to triumph over poor 


Mrs, Williams, i in revenge for what had 


| paſſed on Chriſtmas Day; but Agnes 


had too much ſympathy and fellow- 
feeling to be able to do it. She there- 
fore made a merit of neceſſity, and 
began to expreſs the greateſt pity 
and concern for Mrs. Williams, and to 
heap 
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heap execrations on the head of Leger; 
though the true ſources of her grief, 
were her own diſappointment, and the 
lofs of her ten pounds. 

Miſs Darby's apparent pity for- Mrs, 


Williams, and the feeling manner in 


which ſhe ſpoke of her misfortune, a- 
wakened the mind of Miſs Delia to com- 


miſeration alſo : they agreed therefore, 


not to triumph-over an unfortunate and 


deceived woman: «For God knows, 
faid Miſs Darby, with a heavy ſigh, * he 
had ſuch a tongue, that I might have 
been taken in myſelf, if he had attempt- 


ed its” 


: They reſolved therefore, to inform 
Mrs. Williams of the hypocriſy and vil- 


lany of Leger, and to renew their for- 


merr friendſhip with her, which had been 
ſuſpended on his account; but as Miſs 


Darby was ſo exceeding poorly, it was 


deferred until the morrow evening. 
:. This 
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This was an eventful day on more ac- 
counts than thoſe we have mentioned. 
A youth, of genteel appearance, and in 
mourning,. called upon Mr. Garnock, 
and preſented him with a parcel, which 
contained two. letters and a will: the 
young man deſired him to read the ſhort- 
eſt firſt, which was from a gentleman at 
Briſtol, informing him of the death of a 
brother, and that the bearer, was. joint 
heir with him to his brother's effects. 
Mr. Garnock received the ſtranger. with: 
affection, for his brother's ſake, and after 
he had refreſned himſelf, led him to Mrs. 
Williams, that Leger might read. the 
letters. and examine the will. = 

It was evening, and Leger was juſt 
returned home, when Mr. Garfock, and 
the ſtranger entered: he readily un- 
dertook the taſk to read to them: the 
ſhorter letter, as it contained nothing 
but an account of Mr. Garnock's death 
and funeral; and the will, as it was ſhort, 

having 


— 
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having but a few legacies, were ſoon diſ- 
patched : the larger letter excited curi- 
olity in them all, from its length. Ee- 
ger read it as follows, 


«© My dear brother, 
It is now twenty years ago ſince ] left 


you, to go (by my Unele's invitation) to 


reſide with him in Connecticut: our 
correſpondence has, during that time, 


been very irregular, owing to the troubles 


in America; ſo that I have given you 
little more intelligence, than that I was 


in exiſtence, I have flattered myſelf, 
I ſhould have the pleaſure of relating to 


you verbally, the particulars of a life 


conſiderably variegated with bleſſings 


and misfortunes, but the viſe diſpoſer 
of the lot of mortals forbids. I landed 
here in ill health, and by advice of the 


faculty, ſtopped here to try if the Hot- 
wells would relieve me. I have ſtopped 


till I am too weak to proceed to Lon- 
don: 
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don: my pen ſhall therefore be your in- 


formant of what I intended to. relate 


| myſelf, 


« My uncle, who had no » children of 
his own, loved me with paternal affec- 
tion, nor was I leſs attached to him; the 
goodneſs of his heart, and the excellence 
of his hand, rendered him univerſally 
beloved and reſpected, and I was well 


received amongſt all his connections for 


his ſake. 


There lived in our neighbourhood, 
a gentleman of conſiderable fortune, 
named Harcourt, a-widower, with one 
only, daughter, who was about ſeventeen. 
She was beautiful in her perſon, excel- 
lent in her mind, and elegant in her 
manners : ſhe had, 'as you will naturally 
ſuppoſe, a great number of admirers; 
but 1t, was the happineſs of-your brother 
alone to gain her eſteem. | | 
Among the number' of her real ad- 
mirers, was a Mr, Bearcroft : he was the 
{on 
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ſon of a man more wealthy than my uncle, 
upon which account, Mr. Harcourt fa- 
voured his pretentions ; for that gentle- 
man, though rich, was very avaricious, 
He forbad my aſpiring to his daughter, 
and commanded her to receive the ad- 
dreſſes of my rival: but I loved and was 
beloved; I determined e t 
perſevere. "DEA? $335 

Mr. Bearcroft'was genteel and hand- 
ſome in his perſon, and not a little vain 
and conceited of it: his paſſions were 
violent and ſtormy as the ſea : ſpoiled 
in his infancy by exceſſive indulgence, he 


was impatient of all contradiction, re- 


ſtraint and diſappointment, His perfon 
might have pleaſed, but his diſpoſition 
was the terror and diſguſt of the gentle 
Sophia. She admitted his viſits, becauſe 


her father commanded it, but gave him 


the fulleſt aſſurance he could make'no 
impreſſion upon her heart. 
I Vain 
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conceited himſelf irreſiſtable; and never 
hought there was any kind of cultiva- 


to gain the heart of a female. Enraged 
fat his diſappointment, he ſought me, 


Poſal, and faid, «I thought it belonged 


phat claim could either of us have to 


2 U 1 5 


er to diſtract ion,“ ſaid he, * and will 
not bear a competitor : my happineſs or 


——_— 


—_—— 


eliberate coward.” 
ce Rouſed by this appellation, I accept- 


d his challenge, not to decide my pre- 


tentions to Sophia; but to give the lie 
o his daring inſolence. We fought— 
he was wounded—it was ſuppoſed mor- 
tally :; 


Vain of his perſon and fortune, he had 


tion of mind and manners neceſlary 


and inſiſted I ſhould give up all preten- 
jons to Sophia, or decide the matter by 
ſingle combat. 1 laughed at his pro- 


o Sophia to decide, and not to us; for 


er, but by her own conſent?” & love 


iſfery ſhall not depend upon the caprice 
of a woman, or the artifice of a cool and 


* 


48 ADVENTURES OF 
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tally : and my afflicted uncle, ſent me 
ſome hundred. miles up the country to 
be out of danger, _ 

In this retirement, I had time to re- 
fleet on the ſituation of my affairs, and 
to lament the fatal conſequences of my 
| rival's raſhneſs. I conſidered myſelf as 
for ever exiled from Sophia and my Un- 
| cle—ny life was no longer worth keep- 
ing—I.was ſeveral , times determ' ned to 
return and deliver up myſelf to the rage 
of his father, and her's : but the con- 
ſideration of the grief it would be to my 
affectionate uncle, prevented me. At 
laſt, my uncle wrote me word, there 
was hopes of my adverſary's recovery, 
and of my ſpeedy return home with ſafety. 

The conſolation this news gave me, 
was dam ped by an after-t hought, that 
perhaps Mr. Harcourt, to prevent con- 
ſequences from my return, might com- 
pel Sophia to give her hand to Bearcroft, 
as ſoon as he recovered. To obviate 


this 


t! 


tl 
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this if poſſible, I reſolyed to return with- 


out my Uncle's leave; for that idea, of 
the wretchedneſs into which ſuch an event 
would plunge us both, nearly drove me 
diſtracted, 

I returned, and was informed my fears 
were too juſtly founded. Mr. Harcourt 
had formed the reſolution, and nothing 
but the languid ſtate of Mr. Bearcroft 
prevented its taking place. I contrived 
to correſpond and have interviews with 
Sophia, and found her mind as wretched 
as my own. One conſolation we had, which 
was, that the languiſhing ſtate of Mr, 
Bearproft, was likely to protract the time 
of our confummate miſery. I propoſed to 
my Uncle, to elope with Sophia into 
another State, and be married there: but 


this he ſtrictly forbid, on pain of dil- 


inheriting me from all his wealth. I de- 
termined, however, to tranſgreſs his com- 
mand, in dependance on his returning 
love : I had almoſt perſuaded Sophia in- 

Vor. III. D | to 
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to my meaſures, hen a ſtroke of pro- 
vidence effectually deſtroyed A at 
leaſt for the preſent. 

My Uncle, from a cold which he 
caught in fiſhing, of which he was im- 
moderately fond, was ſeized with a fever, 
which in fourteen days put an end to his 
exiſtence. I could ſcarcely ſtir from him 
through all his illneſs, but my meſſen- 
gers were continually on the foot, to 


bring me tidings of Sophia and Bear. 


croft, What my benevolence on any 
Other occaſion would have made me re- 


gret, was now my joy; the flow return, 


of that gentleman? s health. 
I ͤ performed the laſt duties to my 
much valued Uncle, and found by his 


Will, that excepting a few trifling le. 


gacies, he had left me all he had. 1 
again renewed my entreaties to Sophia 
to elope with me, as my fortune was 


now ſufficient to ſupport us, independant 
of 
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of any help from her father: ſhe con- 
ſented, and we were united, 

We were happy in each other, but 
the wrath of her father greatly leſſened 
the ſatisfaction of Sophia: as to Bear- 
croft, he recovered, but was ſo provoked 
by his diſappointment, that he declared 
againſt all ſerious conneRion with the 
fex, Mr. Harcourt, in revenge To his 


daughter, married an unworthy woman, 


to have an heir to his eſtate. She brought 
one, the youth who preſents you this; 
but ſhe brought him beſides, ſuch vex- 
ations, as in a few years broke his heart. 
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ter his aſylum from domeſtic wretc 
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Garnock's Letter continued—Senfibility if... 
Harcourt—Leger's Detection. 


« T JARRASSED with domeſtic in ber 

quietude, Harcourt's heart be bro 
gan to yearn after Sophia: ſhe had bee wit 
always dutiful and affectionate, and nh 
ver reliſted his will, but in the affair q int. 


| Bearcroft, She had preſented me witiff of f 
a daughter: I ſent to inform him of i nu 
and beg his bleſſing on his grand- child; a c 


he returned an affectionate anſwer, a viv 


as ſoon as Sophia was able to fee hin litt 


ne came, and a moſt cordial reconcili 
tion took place: our houſe was ever 4 


edn&.. 
Finding himſelf decline apace, ſeſ 
made his Will, ſettling a comfortab 


14 
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annuity on his tormentor: the reſt he 
divided, two thirds to his infant ſon, 
and the reſt to his daughter. He made 


me his ſole executor, and guardian of 


his child, whom he requeſted I would 
take from under his mother's care. A 


few months afterward he' paid the debt 


Jof nature. I took home the little Ro- 


bert, my Sophia chuſing he ſhould be 
brought up under her own eye, — 


© with her dear Lavinia. 


Years of happineſs now rolled on un- 


© interrupted by any trouble ſave the loſs 


of four children, who were born in that 
number of years, and all died infants: 
a circumſtance which rendered the ſur- 
viving Lavinia doubly precious. Our 
little brother too, repaid our care of him 
by an affectionate attachment, which was 
perfectly filial. 
Lavinia grew up the image of her 
mother, in perſon and form, and poſ- 
ſeſfed all her excellence of mind: Robert 
D 3 and 
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and ſhe, from being brought up toge- | 


ther, felt for each other the affection of 
a brother and fiſter, We looked for- 
ward with pleaſure to the time when 
we ſhould ſee them both as happily do- 
meſticated as ourſelves ; but this happi- 
neſs, providence ſaw fit to deny us, our 


cup was again to be mingled with gall. 
When Lavinia had attained her ſeven- 
teenth year, ſhe had a number of ad- 


mirers: among them was 'a gentleman 
of the name of Martin; he. pofieſſed all 
the accompliſhments that nature and a 
good education could give him ; his fa- 
mily and fortune were reſpeCtable, fo. 
that no objection could be made to him: 
on our part, His. aſſiduities prevailed 
to gain Lavinia's affections, and fhe 
conceived for him the moſt ardent. pal-. 
ſion. Sophia and myſelf, rejoiced in the 


proſpe& of her being united to ſo. ac 


compliſhed a man; and ſhe herſelf 
thought it a peculiar happineſs, that ſne 
Was. 
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was exempted from thoſe ſufferings her 


parents had endured : for we had often 
entertained her with a tale of woes, 

All things were in train to compleat 
our happineſs: the nuptial day was 


fixed, and preparations were making for 


it; when Mr. Martin deſiſted from his 
viſits, which lately had been made every 
day; ſuch, he ſaid, was the ardency of his 
paſſion, that he could not ſleep without 
ſeeing the object of his wiſnes. His ab- 
ſence at firſt afflicted us, on account of 
his health; but then, it appeared ſtrange 
that he ſhould not inform us if he was ill. 
Aceidents were then ſuppoſed which had 
rendered him incapable of doing it; and 
Lavinia's heart was torn with every fear 
for his ſafety. Meſſengers were diſpatch- 
ed to his houſe,. who. returned with aſ- 
ſurances of his health - that he was often 
from home but none of his domeſticks 
could tell where his viſits were made. 

| D 4 It 
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It was now plain to Lavinia, that ſhe 
had loſt her lover: ſhe recollected his 
oaths and proteſtations, and ſet herſelf to 
examine if any conduct of hers could have 
given ground of offence: the ſtricteſt ſcru- 
tiny acquitted her to herſelf, and fully ſa- 
tisfied her, that the diſappointment aroſe 
from the inconſiſtency of her perfidious 
lover. She gave herſelf up to pining 
grief, and her health viſibly declined. 
It was no: long before report informed 
us who was the new object of his addreſ- 
ſes: other reports informed us of ſeveral 
whoſe affections he had gained and for- 
ſook them, and that he had cruelly tri- 


umphed over the virtue of ſome. All 


reports tended to prove Martin an ac- 
compliſhed villain, who took a helliſh 
pleaſure in deceiving innocent credulity, 
and deſtroying the happineſs of families. 

The ſpirit of Robert was rouſed to 
vengeance, ſo that my authority and 
Lavinia's tears, could ſcarce prevent him 
| from 
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from ſeeking the ſeducer, and calling 
him to account. Lavinia loved him too 
well to bear the thought of her uncle's 
chaſtiſing him, and the remembrance of 
my own diſtreſs after the affair of Bear- ; 


croft, induced me to exert my utmoſt 


power to prevent it. 

The poor Lavinia drooped like a, 
flower injured at its root; and our fears 
were greatly alarmed on her account, 


Officious friendſhip, or a goſſipping 6 --- 


poſition, were frequently repeating a_ 
name too deeply engraven on her heart, 
with ſome tale about him, which only 
tended to encreaſe her affliction, I 
propoſed to Sophia to remove to Eng- 
land, with the hope, that abſence from 
the place which had proved ſo fatal to 
her, and change of climate, might make 
an alteration in her favour, © 

Sophia agreed: I ſold my eftate, and 
turned every thing I could into money, 
which I remitted to London, determined 
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to follow it. I offered Robert permiſſion 
to ſtay in Connecticut, upon a handſome 
eſtabliſhment, until he came of age to 


take poſſeſſion of his eſtate; and as he 
was prudent and virtuous, to leave him 


without the controul of a guardian: but 
the affectionate youth EY refuſed. 


to be left behind. 

We ſet fail, but my Sophia and La- 
vinia were never to ſee the Britiſh ſhore; 
nor my unhappy ſelf, but as the place of 
their interment and mine. 

We had been three weeks at ſea when: 
Sophia was taken ill; it was a fever, 
which in one week deſtroyed her, and 
almoſt deſtroyed me with ſorrow; but 1 
grappled with my wretchedneſs for La- 
vinia's ſake; alas! only to be ſtill more 
wretched ! 

The ſuperſtition of the Mariners, who 
think it unlucky to have a corpſe on 
board, induced me to make a ſham fu- 
neral, by burying a ſtuffed hammock in 
the 


Pe 


* 
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the ſear, but the dear remains were de- 
poſited in a cheſt in the ſhip's hold, as 1 
was determined to inter them dense 
on ſhore. oy 

Lavinia's aſſiduities to her ſick mo- 


ther, whom ſhe never left—her grief for 


che loſs of a beloved parent the per- 
fidiouſneſs of Martin, whom ſhe could 
not forget—thele alogether, were too 
much for her ſenſibilities and the deli- 
eacy of her conſtitution : ſhe drooped 
until we came in. fight of land, wher. 
ſhe followed her angel mother to a ſtate 
beyond: the reach of affliction and death. 

As we were ſo near land, we eſcaped 
the neceſſity of a mock funeral: Lavinia 
was ſuffered to remain in the cabin 
where ſhe died, until we got to ſhore. 
We landed at Briſtol, where my. firſt care 
was to depoſit in the earth my greats 
eſt treaſure—my amiable wife and daugh- 
ter. Need I tell my brother what a ſor- 


| rowful landing mine was ? alas, I cannot By 


D 6 mine 
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mine is à grief too great to be deſcribed, 


or for you to conceive: but before this 


reaches your hand, I alſo ſhall be at reſt. 


With this letter, you will receive my 
laſt Will and Teſtament, made and ex- 
ecuted here: by it, I appoint, you my 


ſole executor, and conſtitute you the 


guardian of my dear Robert Harcourt : 
he is, and has been through theſe tre- 
mendous trials; my comforter : his affec- 
tion has tried every means to ſooth my 


ſorrows and preſerve my life. I com- 


mend him to your affectionate care—Be 
a father and a brother to him for my 
ſake: and ſuch is the excellence of that 
youth, that you will be ſoon convinced 
he deſerves all I aſk for him. 

A few trifling legacies paid to ſome 
former friends in England, if they yet 
| ſurvive, will leave a bulk of fortune of 


ſix thouſand pounds: you and Harcourt 


are to divide it. Whatever is left through 


lapſe legacies, your children are my re- 


Gdyarp 
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ſiduary legatees, Farewell, my dear bro- 
ther, as we cannot meet in this world, 
may we meet in a better. Harcourt-wilb. 
perform the laſt offices for me, and con- 
vey this letter and the will, to your hand. 
Once more, my dear brother, adieu. 

| C. GARNOEK. as 


Mr, Garnock, hana a man of lie * 
ſenſibility, was affected by the reading 
of this letter: but his brother's Will was 


a powerful anodyne to his ſorrow. The 


tear of ſympathy rolled down the cheek 
of Mrs. Williams: young Harcoyrt 
wept and ſobbed aloud at the recital of 
the death of thoſe molt near and dear to 
him in all the world. Leger alone ſeem- 
ed unmoved : he chided Harcourt for 
unmanly forrow, and reminded him of 
the acceſſion to his fortune, as a motive 
for conſolation, | 


Harcourt replied, „If Sir, 1 had not 
known and loved the dear departed, I 
might 


* 
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might have wept atithe recital of their 
ſorrows, but they were dear, very dear 
to me, My excellent brother taught me 
from early infancy to weep: for the ſuf- 
ferer: he told me it was manly to feel, 
and thati ſenſibility is the ſoul of hu- 
manity : aceuſtomed as I have been to 
weep for others, how can I forbear 
weeping for myſelf 2 conſider: who, and 
what T have loſt! the motive you offer 
for conſolation! is none to me; the whole 
world can never make me compenſation 
for mn deprived of all I loved.“ 
But death, my dear it;” ſaid Leger, 
is a debt we all owe to nature, and it 
muſt be paid one time or other.“ 
— True, fir,” ſaid Harcourt,, & and 
forrow is & debt due to the memory of 
our friends: 1 thank you ſir, for the 
trouble we have given you, and with my 
guardian's leave, will depart to his houſe, 
and in folitude give vent to the anguiſh 
of my heart,” Mir. Garnock ſaid he 
VIE | would 
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would depart alſo; he'took his leave and)" 


they both retired. 


The morrow evening came; and Mie 
Delia, with Miſs Darby, waited upon! 


Mrs. Williams, to undeceive her with 


regard to Leger: they luckily found her 
alone, and not likely to have any viſitors. 
She was ſurpriſed” to ſee them: Miſs 
Delia, becauſe Leger had told her that 
lady refuſed to be reconciled; and Miſs 
Darby, becauſe ſhe had never ben to- 
be reconciled to her. 


Miſs Darby, began by aMbring Mrs. 


Williams of their friendſhip; notwith-- 
ſtanding what had happened; ſaid, they 


were come to prove their friendſhip by 
opening her eyes with reſpect to one of 


the greateſt deceivers and villaias in the 


world: Miſs Delia would unfold a tale 
which would fill her with aſtoniſhment. 
Miſs Delia then related her accidental 
meeting with Rufa and the child, and 
= converſation that paſſed between 
them.. 


6, ADVENTURES OF 


them. Mrs. Williams was confounded : 
but recovering herſelf a little, began to 
ſuſpect there might be malice at the bot- 
tom, and that the ſpinſters were come 
to divert themſelves at her expenſe 


ſhe refuſed to give credit to the tale, 
and reproached them for carrying their 
jokes too far: they both aſſured her they 


were in earneſt. Then, ſaid Mrs. 
Williams, it muſt be wanne of the 
ſame name.“. 

In the midſt of their diſcourſe, Mr. 
Garnock entered to conſult Mrs. Wil- 
liams about mourning for his children, 


In the ſame moment, came Mr. Clinker, 
in ſearch of Miſs Delia, wondering what 


had brought her to that place. The tale 
was repeated, and ſcarcely finiſhed, when 
the Hero of the tale entered himſelf, Sur- 
priſe, at ſeeing four perſons there he fo 


little expected, for a moment diſconcerted 


him; but collecting his moderate ſtock 
of aſſurance together, he aſked with a 
ſſmile, 


-- ; , 
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mile, if they were aſſembled to frame 


articles of peace ? 
te Perhaps,” ſaid Miſs Delia, when 


the preliminary articles are ſettled, we 


nay proceed to that buſineſs. Pray, ſir, 
how does Mrs. Leger do, and Jour lit. 


ne boy?“ 


He was confounded at the queſtion : 
he turned pale, and then red: but tre- 


membering that effrontery had often car- 


ried him through difficulties,” he was de- 
termined, if poſſible, to bear down the 
queſtion, Aſſuming an innocent con- 
fidence on his countenance, * Madam,” 


| faid he, „ if you will, wait for your an- 


{wer until after term, I ſhall then be able 


(ſmiling on Mrs. Williams) to ſhew you 


Mrs. Leger: but as to my little boy, I 


muſt beg your patience until nine months. 
ater that period.“ 5 
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CHAP. v. 


Continuation, of Toner; Deiche, — His 
Clerical Tour. 

„T Shall hardly wait ſo long,“ Cad 

1 Miſs Delia, aſſuming an air of 
eneffable contempt, your impudence 
and effrontery will not paſs upon us for 
innocence. You have deceived. and 
abuſed Mrs. Williams. you have a wife 


you have a child yo lometimes viſit 
them l have ſeen them.“ By God, 


Miſs Delia,“ ſaid Leger, feng to be 
fuddenly rouſed to anger, this is too 
much to bear. Are you mad? or is the 
devil in you? What could proyvoke you 


to this vile and daring attack upon my 
character? I ſhall make you fmart for 
thiss Why this. is a damned conſpiracy: 
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of you four, to deceive Mrs. Williams. 


| and ruin me with her.” «I believe, 


fir,” ſaid Clinker, “ that there is a con- 
ſpiracy, and I ſtrongly ſuſpect the plot 


will work to the blowing of you up.“ 


e Hold your tongue, you ſneeking 
ſcoundrel; you, as a lawyer, ſhould. 
know that the law is peculiarly tender of 


the characters of its members, and has 


proyided ample recompenſe for their! In- 
juries. But pray Miſs, where did you „ 
ſee my wife and child ? and how do you 
know that they are my wife and child?“ 
“By this token, ſir, your wife's name is 41 
Rufa, ſhe lives at . Very 
well, Mils, we mall now ſee who, is to 
be blohn up; you; have given me name . 


and place, and I pledge myſelf upon my 


honour, if there be ſuch a perſon. as you 
mention, at ſuch. a place, to, produce her 
here to-morrow at eleven o'clock, to give 
the lie to your aſſertions. If I cannot 
find. ſuch a Perſon —. « Stop, ir,” ſaid: 

Miſs 


68 ADVENTURES OF 
Miſs Delia, „if you cannot find her, I 


can, and will, and ſo to- morrow at eleven, 


I will, and I hope all the good company 
here, will meet Mr. Mrs. and Maſter Le- 
ger, the good family altogether.” So 
ſaying, ſhe dropped him a low courteſy 
and de parted, followed by all the reſt, 


Poor Mrs. Williams had been ſo agi“ 
tated during this conferrence, that ſhe 
was unable to bear a part in it. When 
the parties meritioned* were gone, ſhe 


gave a looſe to the moſt violent emo- 


tions of grief, and went into ſtrong hy- 


ſterics: our Hero attempted to ſooth 


and comfort her, by aſſuring” her, that 
on the morrow he would pour confuſion 
on his adverfaries, and begged her to 


ſuſpend her judgment of him until then. 


Her diforder occafioned' her early to re- 


tire; but fear of the truth, and grief 


and ſhame, if the report ſhould be true, 


kept her ſufficiently awake, 
Leger 


2 


* 
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Leger retired alſo, but not to reſt; he 


ruminated on the unfortunate accident 


that had befallen him, and ſaw no reme- 


dy but to take himſelf quietly off — but 


Rufa, what ſhould he do with her! for 
he knew not but Miſs Delia had ac- 


quainted her with his affairs with Mrs. 


Williams; he conſoled himſelf, however, 
that he ſhould be able to make his part 


good with her, by ſome well concerted 


lye: and as to Mrs. Williams, he had 
done pretty well; more than nine months 
board and lodging, a good ſuit of cloaths, 
and a picking of more than twenty gui- 
neas among her acquaintances, was no 
bad matter. 

Conſoltd with theſe reflections, he lay 
till morning, when before any one was 


ſtirring to be witneſs of his departure, he 


bid, adieu to that reſidence, to go in 
ſearch of another, 

At the appointed hour, the parties af- 
ſembled to receive the promiſed proof 


of 
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of Leger's innocence; not indeed with 
expectation of it, for they ſuſpected he 
would be gone; but to ſee how matters 
Rood with Mrs. Williams: ſhe was fully 
convinced the charge was true, by the 
moveables of her lover all diſappearing 
with him. She was frantic with grief, 
rage, and diſappointment : they endea- 
voured to comfort her, not from any 
real goodneſs of diſpoſition; but as they 
themſelves had been duped by him, their 
conſciences would not let them triumph 
over her. They renewed before they 
parted, their former league of amity, 
drank confuſion to all impoſtors, in a 
a glaſs of Widow Williams's cordial wa- 
ter, and engaged by ſolemn promiſe not 
to circulate this unlueky affair in the 
world. 

Mrs. Williams was now at leiſure to 
receive the addreſſes of Mr. Garnock: 
had he been ſo diſpoſed, ſhe would have 
received them with-gladneſs ; but an ac- 

ceſſion 
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ceſnon of fortune by the death of his bro- 
ether, quite altered his mind with reſpect 
FF to her. 
y Leger, apprehenſive leſt the parties he 
had lefr, ſhould feek after him to expoſe 
3 Þ him for the impoſitions he had paſſed upon 
f, them, withdrew to his hiding-places, 
the public houſes in blind alleys; and by 
wandering from one to another, would 
have eluded ſearch, had any been made: 
in this reſpect, his fears were groundleſs, 
| as every one of the parties were con- 
y I cerned to hide from one another as much 
„of their own folly as they could: Mrs. 
a Williams was not at all diſpoſed to ac- 
. gquaint her freinds how far her fondneſs 
t for Leger had carried her, on the cre- 
e dit of becoming his wife. 
Nor was Miſs Darby inclined to con- 
» I fel her baſeneſs in receiving his addreſ- 
les, or her folly in lending him money: 
e and as little was Miſs Delia inclined to 
- confeſs ſhe had bribed him to betray 
I on 
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his client. All circumſtances operate 
in his favour, to fave him from furthe 


difficulties about this affair (but this wa 


more than he knew) he therefore though 
it beſt to be inviſible. 
When Leger thought it ſafe to ven 
ture to appear publickly, he viſited thi 
coffee-houſes, and being in good pligh 
as to cloaths, he introduced himſelf t 
variety of company, and from his knaci 
of accommodating himſelf to all, was i! 
general agreeable: his view in this, w 
to gain a knowledge of men, and the 
affairs, which might be uſeful to him i 
the way of impoſing on the credulou: 
Happening one day to enter into cor 
verſation with one Peter, a Jew, thi 
Hebrew ſoon ſmelled his brother ſhark; 
and perceiving that his abilities wen 
good, he introduced him to the acquaint 
anceof his own connections, all of the 
ſwindlers and men of ſhifts : with theſe 
he combined to commit depredations o 
rh 


9 
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the public, by bills and indorſements, till 
mM it became neceſſary for every one te 
it for himſelf. 
oh Our Hero choſe the country for his 

retreat, and having ſettled a plan of 
en correſpondence with his brethren, he 
4+ alſumed the habit of a clergyman, pur- 


oh chaſed a few manuſcript: ſermons, and 
f tif ſet off for the midland counties: he 
firſt viſited Northampton, and gave out 
that he was a beneficed clergyman 4n 
town ;, that he had been ill, and was 
adviſed to travel for the re-eſtabliſhment_ 
of his health, and that he travelled with- 
out a ſervant, as an article of economy. 
His firſt endeavour, when he came to 
Northampton, was to introduce himſelf to 
the clergy of the place; and being, as we 
before obſerved, not an unpleaſant com- 
panion, he grew to a degree of familia- 
rity with them in the courſe of an 
Interview or two: one gentleman re— 
queſted him to do duty, the next Sunday 
Vor. III. E after 


after his arrival, which he politely aſlente( 
to: when the ſtrength of his voice, and 
ahimation of his delivery, rendered him 
the admiration of his auditors : his ebm. * 
pany was conſequently courted throug v 
the following week, by the principal tl 
of the place, and he was intreated to d o 
duty again the following Sunday, Thi a: 
courſe of things held for three weeks; a 
and as he was too polite ever to refuse 
when aſked, he exhibited in moſt of th: 


churches during that period. 1 
The air of the place, he ſaid, agree 2 
with him i well that he believed ht & 
ſhould make ſome ſtay there; eſpeciff U. 
ally as his brethren the clergy, and man) # 
L 
other worthy perſons, rendered the plate 5 
in all reſpects agreeable to him; but ht 
was out of caſh—he had ſeveral bills f 5 
ſmall ſums and of ſhort date, which ht , 
had been obliged to take in paymen R 


for a debt: unleſs he could diſcoun 
fome of them, he muſt return to tow! 
4 
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to preſent them for payment when due, 
and the end of his journey, as to the 


re-eſtabliſhment of his health, would be 
but half accompliſhed. The bait took 
with ſeveral] perſons; the ſmallneſs of 


the ſums and the ſhortneſs of the dates, 
obviated all caution and fear of danger, 


as they ſuppoſed he would be longer 


among them than the bills had to run. 

When he had diſpoſed of as many bills 
as he could, he had an immediate and 
unexpected call to town on very par- 
ticular buſineſs with the Biſhop of 
London, but ſhould ſoon return to 
Northampton again, He fer off as for 


London, but ſoon altered his rout, and 


moved towards Shrewsbury. | 

The ſecond day brought him to 
lvetſey-Bank; here he ſtopped for the 
night, and being convivially inclined, 
reconoitred the houſe, to {ee what com- 
pany was in it: He found i in one room, 
four worthy farmers of the neighbour- 


E 2 hood, 
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hood, ſet to ſmoke their pipes-and talk 
of politicks and the market he liked the 
appearance of them, and introduced him- 
ſelf, by ſaying he was a traveller and 
alone; if they were not met upon any 
private buſineſs, he ſhould be extremely 

happy to ſpend the evening among them. 
They aſſented to the propoſal, and he 
failed not,. (as he well knew how) to 
render himſelf perfealy agreeable: he 
told them he was a clergyman of Lon- 
don, travelling for his health: enquired 
what friends and connections they had 
in Town? and being informed, he aſſured 
them moſt of thoſe perſons were his very 
particular friends and acquaintances; 
he was therefore exceeding happy to fall 
into company with gentlemen who knew 

| his worthy aſſociates in the Metropolis. 

Enquiries concerning families in Lon- 
"don, and converſation about them, gave 
place to enquiries on Leger's part, con- 
cerning that part of the country ; what 

game, 
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game, and who were the principal ſportſ- 
men; profeſſing himſelf fond of the re- 
ereations of the field. He was led 
to this, by each of them having a gun 
and dog with him: they were fully qua- 
lified to inform him on that head, but 
as he knew no gentlemen thereabouts, 
he muſt, he ſaid, content himſelf till he 
got into thoſe parts where his * 
ance reſided. 8 

The evening paſſe ene to all 
parties; and our Hero played his part 
fo well, that a Mr. Rogers, a farmer 
of Lappley, invited him to his houſe for 
two or three days to take the diverſion 
of courſing. Leger was charmed with 
his civility, and made him a thouſand 
compliments, which almoſt overwhelmed 
the honeſt farmer, who thought them 
all exceeding fine, and had vanity enough 
to believe they were due to him. Mat- 
ters were therefore ſettled that Leger 
mould viſit him the next day at Lappley. 

E 3 Leger 
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Leger, who never failed of fulfilling 
appointments of this kind, -was-punctual 
to the dinner hour, when Mrs. Rogers 
and, two amiable daughters, who had 
been at extraordinary pains about their 
perſons and their table, received him 
with great civility.” He found that the 
plenty of compliments made to Mr, 
Rogers, were faithfully carried home, 
and had operated with the ladies much 
in his favour; hie reſolved therefore, 
not to be ſparing of them!: at dinner, 
he was liberal in encomiums on the 


ladies, their perſons, dreſs, and the pro- 


viſions of the table. Mr. Rogers ſeemed 
highly delighted with his gueſt, and 
the more ſo'as his wife and daughters 
were pleaſed with him: one oy diffen- 
tietrt appeared in the family ; 
Young Rogers, a youth of about ſe⸗ 
venteen, but (whar i is uncommon at that 
age) thoughtful, ſhrewd, and penetrat- 


ig, had fixed his attention upon our 
- Hero, 
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Hero, from the moment he entered: 

he was not prejudiced in his favour, from 
his father's account of the viſitor he was 
going. to introduce among them; for 
Tom Rogers was an honeſt plain coun- 
try lad, and from a fund of native good 
ſenſe, looked upon all ſtrained com- 
pliments, as falſhoods intended only 
to deceive and amuſe, while ſome plan 
of roguery was carrying on. Tom flat- 
tered no one beyond their apparent me- 
rit, and only expreſſed his approbation 


of any perſon or thing, by ſome warm 


and ſimple phraſe. He knew that nei- 


ther father, mother, nor ſiſters, merited 


the high flown compliments our Hero 
gave them, and yet he had an affection- 
ate reſpect for them all; but was pro- 


voked to ſee them pleaſed with fulſome 


adulation : in conſequence of which he 
was far below them all, in reſpect and 
attention to the reverend clergyman. 


E 4 After 
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Alfter dinner, Farmer Rogers and his 
_ gueſt, were inclined to walk about the 
grounds, and reconnoitre with regard to 
the morrow's ſport :: Tom was invited to 
go with them, but excuſed himſelf, on 
account of bufineſs in the barns and 
out-houſes. No fooner were they gone, 
than the mother and daughters began to 
chide him for his want of polite beha- 


viour to the gentleman. «I am ſure,” 


ſays Tom, I neither did nor ſaid any 
thing to affront him.” „No,“ faid Miſs 
Nancy, nor any thing to pleaſe him, 


for you did not ſeem. to know that any 


inch perſon was here, but when Dido 


came in, ſhe was taken notice of at 
once.” «© True,” ſays Tom, I know 
Dido, and I know her properties and 
1 know Dido does not pay any body any 


compliments ſhe thinks they do not de- 
ſerve : but as to your parion here, with 


all his fine ſpeeches, do you know who 


or what he is?“ 


4 


« Why 
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Why a gentleman, to be ſure,” ſaid 
Miſs Patty, „and not ſuch a clown as 
you, and that is the reaſon. you deſpiſe 
him—when did any body ever hear a 
civil thing come out of your mouth to 
any one; and as to Nancy and me, when 
did we receive a compliment from you? 
but you hate to hear us praiſed, and 
that is the reafon you deſpiſe this gen- 
tleman.” Why harkey, Miſſes=Miſs 
Nancy and Miſs Patty Rogers—do ye 


hear? do I ever ſpeak croſs and ill-na- 


tured to you? if not—1I ſay nothing un- 
civil—andas to making you fine compli- 
ments—do you ſee—why I knows you, 
do you ſee—that you are good ſort of 
girls upon the whole—and I love you 
as my ſiſters, and all that but as to the 
fine compliments this ſtrange parſon 
makes you, how the devil ſhould he 
know you deſerve them.” You are a 
fool, Tom,” ſays the mother, * we have 
treated him civilly, and he knows how 
w.exprels his gratitude politely, 

E 5 Perhaps 
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cc Perhaps ſo,” faid Tom, « 1 don't 
pretend to underſtand politenels ſo well 


as you and my fiſters here, nor will I dif. 


pute with you about knowledge of the 


world do you ſee, though I have been 
ſome mile, further from home than Th 


either of.-youz—however, I believe we 
need not travel now for knowledge, I 
fancy,we have a maſter come to teach 
us — however, remember, do you ſee, 


— 


CHAP 
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2 H 1 


The Curate of 1 — A Stift fr 


7. en Guinea. 


"I \ 7 AS ever any thing ſo provok- 
ing,” ſaid Miſs Nancy, © to 


make ſuch horrid ſuppoſitions of a gen- 
tleman and a clergyman?” *© How do 
you know Miſs Nancy, that he 1s either 
the one or the other; for my part, I am 
at a loſs to think what made my father 


Jak him here: but to be plain with you, 


though I know you will be angry, I be- 
heve he is no gentleman, nor parſon 
neither, but ſome Huffling raſcal out 
upon the ſcamp.“ 


Out upon the ſcamp!“ exclaimed all 
Nhat does the boy mean? * Why 
| 26 ladies,“ 
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ladies,” ſays Tom, * as you are fond of 
being call'd fo, I have been told, that I p 
ſcamp, fignifies among thieves, being out It: 
to get what they can, and how they can; I j. 
and fo I think of your gentleman,” I 1, 
„Why,“ ſaid Mrs. Rogers, © and what p 
ſhould he hope to get here?“ « You and I k 
my father muſt look to that,” ſays Tom, r. 
« but at worſt, he will get a few days u 
comfortable ſubſiſtence.” And ſo he f. 
ſhall,” ſaid Mis. Rogers, « for his civil I I. 
and obliging behaviour: and you had 1 
beſt not affront him.” e Not 1,” ſays o 
1 

m 


Tom, “e affront nobody unleſs they af- 
front me, and that I think he will take 
care of.“ | | | 
Tom went out to his buſineſs, and R 
the mother and daughters. ſet down to g 
their needles, expecting compliments p 
upon their induſtry & the arrival of the o 
Parſon and their father. I think,” ſaid ta 
Miſs Nancy, „this is the civileſt gen- a 
tleman, for a parſon, I ever met with; he ir 
| is 
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is ſo attentive and polite, that it is a 
pleaſure to be in his company: and he 
talks ſo ſenſibly, and upon ſo many ſub- 
jects, that to be ſure he muſt be very 
learned.“ * Aye, to be ſure,” ſaid Miſs 
Patty, © he is a London clergyman, you 
know: Oh ! how different from our Cu- 
rate and the reſt of the parſon's round 
us. When they come in, we get nothing 
from them but a courſe How do ye girls? 
Is your father at home? Where is Tom? 
Then a whiſtle to fetch Dido and the reſt 
of the Dogs about them. Well, what 


a difference there is between a ene 


man and a clown F” 
« Indeed there i is, my Sire, ha Mrs. 
Rogers, “and I am glad you have the 
good ſenſe to diſcern ir. What if peo 
ple do live in the country, is there any . 
occaſion to be rude? and then, to hear 
talk of nothing but guns —and dogs— 
and horſes - and hares is quite ſurfeit- 
ing. Well, if this gentleman is as ex- 
| cellent 
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eellent in the pulpit, as he is out of it, 


he is a fine man indeed: I ſhould like 
much to hear him preach.“ 


O dear mother,” ſaid Miſs Nancy, 


10 chat I date ſay you may, for the Curate 


is to go a courſing with them to- morrow: 
1 heard father ſay he'd aſk him; if fo, 


you know, you need only to ſpeak half 
a word to father, and the buſineſs will 
be done.” | 


Nr. Rogers and our Hero, entered 


* their walk, and with them the Curate, 
whom they had met with in their way, 


and had invited to ſpend that evening 
with them as well as courſe on the mor- 


_ row, * How do. ou do, Mrs. Rogers * ” 


How - do you do girls? We had the 


moſt curſed misfortune juſt now, you 


ever heard of: Dido put up a Hare in 


the leven acres, and we loſt it for want 
of the Greyhound; pox take it, Rogers, 
why did you go, out without him?“ The 
n and daughters imiled at each 


ge, 


2. 2 
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other, and as they expected, the polite 
Clergyman began to load them with com- 
pliments for their induſtry, 

Mrs. Rogers ſoon found an opportu- 
nity of kinting her wiſh, which was ſe- 
conded by her daughters. Egad, 
faid the Curate, it falls out deviliſhly 
elever; for Sutton, at the Grange, is to- 
have a deal of company, and if I do 
duty here, I cannot be there time enough 
for dinner, but if it was not for that, B 
ſhould be greatly obliged to the gentle- 
man to relieve me, for it's damned hard 
work, after duty here, to gallop five or 
ſix miles to do it over again.“ Leger 
politely confented, and they proceeded 
to ſettle their plan of recreations for the 
intervening; days. 

Sunday came, and as the report vow 
been carefully circulated, of a ſtrariger 


preaching, a fine man from London, the 
whole pariſh was at church, and many ob 
their neighbours. Our Hero: exerted 
8 himſelf 
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himſelf on the occaſion, to gain their ap- 
plauſe, and ſucceeded to admiration r 
they never heard ſo fine a man in all 
their lives. This praiſe inſpired him 
with the hope, that perhaps he might 
get a little ready caſh among them ; 
though at firſt, he had aimed at nothing 
more than recreation and good living : 
for country farmers, he knew, were fear- 
ful of vie uy _ to do with pa- 
per- money. 

Ia a few days he Py to TT 
but was urged. to make a longer ſtay. 
This he objected to, as his caſh run low, 
and paper-money difficult to circulate in 
the Country—he ſhould meet a friend at 
Shrewſbury, the next day but one; who 


had been into North-Wales, to collect 


money, and was returning, to town: 
with. him he could exchange checks upon 
his Banker for ready caſh. M r. Rogers 
and his family, all but Tom, lamented 
the neceſſity of his departure ſo ſoon, 
11 Ht: but 
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but knew not how to remedy his neeeſſity 
for money, Leger, ever attentive to the 
kindneſs of his friends, declared, it was 

vich the utmoſt regret that he ſhould 

leave them: he knew indeed that he had 

given them trouble, and created them 
expenſe; but it was in his power to teſ- 

tify his gratitude, and he would do it as 

a as he returned to London: he 
- ſhould be happy to ſpend. a few more 
days with ſo agreeable a family. Was 
there any of their neighbours going ſoon 
„Ito town? if there was, it would be juſt 
„the ſame to them to take a check upon 
1 his banker, as to carry caſh. In that 
t Teaſe, he could indulge his inelinations a 
3. little longer, and would give them ano- 

tber ſermon on the next Sunday. 

Mr. Rogers recollected that his next 
neighbour was to go to town on Monday, 
he accordingly applied to him, and as he 
was one of our Hero's great admirers, 
e fell into the ſnare, rather than miſs 

| the 
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the ſatisfaction of hearing him preack 
the next Sunday. On the Saturday even- 
ing he waited on him with ten gvineas, 
and took his check upon his Banker. 

On Monday, the farmer ſet off for 
town, and Leger began te manegvre for 
an unſuſpected departure, and to preclude 
purſuit. He had learned that his hoſt's 
failing was ſometimes to:get out x booz- 
ing, and to prevent interruption from 
his family endeavouring to get him home, 
he would wander from village to village, 
that they might not find him. Of this 


failing lie deſigned to avail himfelf; he 


therefore propoſed a walk to Ivetſey Bank, 
to chat and ſmoke a pipe with the good 
friends he firſt met with there: they ſet 
out with a promiſe to return early in the 
evening; but our Hero had laid his plan 
to return no more, nor to ſuffer his com- 
panion to return until it c ſuited his own 
conveniency. 


As they paſſed along, Friend Ro- 


gers, ſaid Leger, © I have often heard 


0 


of | 
Sec 
thir 
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of Boſcobel, the place where Charles the 
Second was concealed: in the oak, and 1 
think, from my knowledge of geography, 
it is ſomewhere in this neighbourhood.“ 

« True,” ſaid Rogers, 5 cc 1t is about 
four miles from where we now are; the 
tree in which the King was hid, has 
been eut down many years, and convert- 
ed into as many ſnuff- boxes, tobacco- 
ſtoppers, and other toys, as Shake ſpear's 
Mulberry- tree, which are in great repute 
among the papiſts and tories, with whom 
this country ſwarms. From the root 
of the old tree, there is ſprung a young 


one; à laurel is planted dlofe to it, the | 


branches of which are trained round the! 
young oak, and bottr trees are ſurround- 
ed with a brick wall, breaft high, to pre- 
ſerve them from injury. They ſay too, 
that in Boſcobel-houſe, they ſnew the 
ſiding wainſcot, behind which the King 

vſed to hide upon any alarms of Crom 
well's ſoldiers being in the neigh⸗ 


l Fe 
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nay, I ſhoufd be vexed to be ſo near as 


tree and the wainſcot: and as the day 
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Never mind the wainſcot, But as 
this tree is a kind of hiſtorical monu- 
ment, I ſhould like very much to ſee it; 


four miles, and not ſee it, Come, friend 
Rogers, lead the way.” 
They went to Boſcobel, ah ſaw the 


had been warm, and they had heated 
themſelves with walking, they went to 
the Royal-oak, the next public houſe, to 
get refreſhment. Rogers, being weary and E 
thirſty, drank copiouſly, and ſoon got , 
merry ; at ſuch times he never thought 
of home, and Leger had no es to 


tell him of it. FD 
In this houſe, there ſat a man tet Lite 

ing himſelf with bread and cheeſe, and a " 
mug of ale: he was dreffed in tattered In 


regimentals, and had a knapfack at his Nhe 


back, and ſeemed weary with walking, 
« Well, brother ſoldier,” ſaid * 
« you ſeem to have walked far to-day.” 

* 1c N 
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A long way, fir,” ſaid the man, c but 
ou call me brother ſoldier; you look as 
if you belonged to the church, not the 
army.” e Very true friend,” ſaid Leger, 

« but I am a ſoldier as well as you, but 
my weapons are ſpiritual, and yours car- 
nal.“ <© May be ſo, fir,” ſaid the ſoldier, 


come from Cheſter, fir, I am going to 
London; but 1 travel this way, to en- 
quire after an ungrateful woman, Who 


. vas the cauſe of all my travels, and for 
"(hom I have too great a regard ſtill,” 

„ As the ſoldier ſeemed an intelligent 
nt 


being, ſuperior to moſt of his order; and 
as his ſtory ſeemed to promiſe ſomething 
f adventure, Leger's curioſity was ex- 
ited to hear it: he ordered the man's 
vg to be filled again, and told him, 
ed hat when he had finiſned his bread and 
heeſe, they ſhould be glad if he would 
'S' Entertain them with his adventures. 
he ſoldier pleaded he had further to 


S0, 


e don't underſtand thoſe things, 1 = 
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go, and that if he ſtayed to tell his tale, 
it would throw him far in the night, 
This difficulty was removed, by Mr, 
Rogers's promiſing to pay for his ſupper 
and lodging there, and as much ale az 
he choſe to drink. - 

The ſoldier thankfully accepted the 
propoſal, for he was very weary, He 
took his knapſack from his ſhoulder, and 

iving it to the landlord, to lay by for 
25 be ſet him down to tell nis ſtory. 
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© H A P. VII. 


Th Avent, tures of 2 Selfier. 


JT OU muſt know, gentlemen,” ſaid 
he, „ that I am the ſon of a far: 


mer: my father, if living, is named 


Richard Allcroft; and lived, when I left 
him, near Stone, in this County: he 
was well to paſs in the world, and had 
only two children, my brother Richard 
and myſelf, who am named Robert, My 
father ſeemed to love. us. both equally, 
until an event which I ſhall tell you of 
took place: but my brother never had 
any affection for me, and gladly embrac- 


ed the opportunity that event gave him 


to injure me with my father. 
My father had a day-labourer, whoſe 
name was Warren; he had been tenant 


an -- 
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on a ſmall farm, but by a ſeries of mis 
fortunes had failed in the world, This, 


you know, gentlemen, is with ſome per. 
Tons, the greateſt of ſins: I mean, to be 


unfortunate. He had one only daugh- 


ter, to whom ke had given the beſt edu- 
cation his circumſtances, when they were 
the moſt proſperous, would allow ; and 


her good ſenſe had improved upon this 
foundation; ſo that ſne was in point of 
learning and behaviour, equal to the 
daughters of the moſt wealthy of our 
neighbours : her mother's death de- 


volved the care of her father's houſe up- 
on her, which his difficulties obliged her 


to manage with frugality and induſtry, 


and made her perfect miſtreſs of every 
part of country buſineſs. | 
| Maſter Warren, when turned out of 


his farm, came to work with us; and 
Nancy was very frequently at our houſe, 


as an aſſiſtant to my mother, who was 
often e © her diligence in buſi- 
nels 
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neſs, and her tenderneſs to my mother, 
gained her the affection of that good wo- 


man; and ſhe in return, was attached to 


her, as if ſhe had been her mother. 
Her kindneſs and attention to my ſickly 
parent, begat in me a warm eſteem for 
her ; and as (beſide all her accompliſh- 
ments) ſhe had a beautiful form, my 
eſteem- ſoon grew to the warmeſt affec- 


tion. My brother Richard, the moſt 


ſclfiſh, and the moſt jealous creature in 
the world, could not bear that any one 
in the houſe ſhould be loved or eſteemed 
but himſelf, though no perſon ever took 
leſs pains to deſerve it. My mother's 
partiality for Nancy Warren, was a ſuf- 
ficient motive to induce him to hate her, 
and to endeavour to prejudice my fa- 
ther againſt her, though in ſo doing he 
wounded the beart of the ee or 
mothers, | 

Nancy and myſelf were nearly of an 
age, that is, about twenty : ſhe gon feſ. 
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ſed an equal regard for me; but adviſet 
that we ſhould both endeavour to con- 
quer a liking to each other, which in al 


probability would be productive of vn: 


eaſineſs in the family: ſhe knew that my 


father. was avaricious, and that my bro- 
ther hated her, and conſidered theſe cir- 


cumſtances, as inſurmountable obſtacles 


to our union. 


My mother ſuw and appreved out 
mutual paſſion; could ſhe have hoped 
ever to prevail upon my father, to con- 
ſent to our union. She often confeſſed 
to me, that ſhe ſhould be very happy to 
fee, me in poſſeſſion of Nancy Warren; 
but as that was likely to meet with the 


moſt determined oppoſition from my 
father and brother, ſhe coinſided with 


Nancy's advice: or at leaſt, that we 
ſhould be prudent and cautious in con- 


cealing our regard for each other. Alas! 


my mother! how impoſſible to guard 
againſt the fctutiny of jealouſy! Richard 
| per- 


ANTHONY LEGER 95 


perceived our ſituation ; and as if born 


to be my curſe, opened his eyes to the 
excellency-of my angel; and ſtimulated 
by his native ſelfiſhneſs, -reſolved to 91 
ſeſs her himſelf. 

He declared his paſſion with a frank- 
neſs that ſeemed to indicate he had not 
the ſhadow of a doubt that he ſhould 
fail of ſucceſs: and proceeded to aſſure 
her, that ſuch was his power over his 
father, he ſhould ſoon make him con- 
ſent to their union, Nancy gave him a 
modeſt but abſolute refuſal, and entreat- 
ed him never to mention the ſubject to 
her more, He urged his requeſt with 
a little more humility, and with greater 
importunity; but finding her inflexible, 
he ſneeringly told her, he was no ſtranger 
to heBacquaintaace with his brother. 
Nancy, bluſhing, could not conceal her 
predilection for me, and teld him it 
would bind both her and me in the moſt 
laſting bonds of gratitude to him, if be 

* would 
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would uſe his intereſt with his father to 


favour our inclinations. 


Rage flaſhed from his eyes: the damn- 

ed her impudence for making ſuch a 
' requeſt, and told her, ſhe ſhould ſoon 
ſee what uſe he would make of his intereſt 


with his father. He was as good as his 


word, and my father, in a violent pal- 
Hon, commanded my mother to forbid 


her the houſe. Accuſtomed to obey 


him, he expected ſhe would have com- 
plied without reſiſtance; but ſhe reſo- 


lutely refuſed. She told him, that her 


growing infirmities and declining health, 
required the aſſiduities of a female friend: 


ſhe. knew not where to find one like 
Nancy Warren, and if ſhe muſt leave 
the houſe, ſhe would go with her; that 


as to Richard's love or revenge, he had 


been long the bane of her peace, and ſhe 

deſired not to be troubled about him. 
My father ſeemed ſurpriſed when ſhe 

mentioned Richard's love; and took the 


firſt 


<P 2, 
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frſt opportunity to queſtion him about” 
it. He denied it, and ſaid it was a lie, 
hatched up by Robert and Nancy to 
cover themſelves, My-turn came next: 
J was queſtioned about Nancy, and [ 


confeſſed—l was rated as a fool, a block- 


head, and, an als; and told, I ſhould: 
be turned adrift without a ſhilling. Our 
family, never the moſt comfortable, was 
now a continual ſcene of ill humour, or 


downright ſtare of warfare; and the hap- 


pieſt hours we had, was when buſineſs. 
divided us. 

My mother in a mort time, paid che 
debt of nature, and Nancy voluntarily 
withdrew from the houſe. My father 
commanded me never more to ſpeak 
to her; but I refuſed making him any. 
promiſes, His ill- nature, and the diſguſt- 
ing behaviour of my brother, made home 
irkſome to me: I preſſed Nancy to mar- 
ry, preferring a life of ſervitude with 


der, to all my father was able to do for 


F 3 me: 
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me; but no arguments could prevail 
upon her, to be united without my fa- 
ther's conſent : ſhe would only promiſe 
never to be another's while I was ſingle. 


102 


The continuat uneaſineſs I experienc- 


ed at home, and the vexation of Nancy's 
refuling to marry without my father's 
conſent, drove me to drinking, and 1 


took to tipling i in the neighbouring pub- 


lic houſes. This afforded Richard freſh 


opportunities of irritating my father a- 
- gainſt me, and gave ſuch a turn to my 


affairs with Nancy, that ſhe diſmiſſed 
me; alledging, that I was no longer the 
man ſhe had placed her affections upon: 
in a few weeks after, I had the mortifie 
cation to hear ſhe admitted the addrefles 

of another. 
Stung to the ſoul with this intelli« 
gence, and weary of my life at home, I 
became deſperate, and cared not what 
became of me, 
one day to a houſe where I was drinking, 
and 


A recruiting party came 


il 


2 
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md. I enliſted: a neighbour acquainted 
my father with my fclly, but he only 
careleſsly anſwered, that I might as well 
have married Nancy Warren, as Brown 
Betty, for in neither caſe would he ſpend 


a ſhilling to-rehevye me. 


[ was ſent with ſome other recruits to 
Portſmouth,. to wait an embarkation to 
America: it was not long before we ſet 


{ail for New York, at which, we arrived 


after a tolerable voyage: from whence 
we were ſent to join our reſpective corps. 
Lou may perhaps expect, gentlemen, 


that I ſhould give you ample information 


concerning what paſſed in that part of 
the world. But I affure you, that a 
common ſoldier, whatever ſome boaſters 
may pretend, knows very little of what is 
done, (unleſs he is at the doing of it) or 
what is intended to be done. Armies, 
and detachments of armies, move like 
machines at the will of the commanding 
officers, without being informed why, or 

| F:4 wherefore: 
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wherefore: and one department knows 
little or nothing of the tranſactions of 
another, but by the reports of the pa- 
pers; and thoſe doubtleſs you have read. 
For my part, I would not wiſh to tell 


you any thing but what fell under my 


own obſervation. 63) 
When 1 had been about a year in 


America, my good behaviour raiſed me, 


firſt to be a corporal and then ſerjeant: 
but in all the time I was in the ſervice, 
though I was in many different parts of 


America, it was never my lot, but once, 


to be engaged in any affair of conſe- 
quence. This was an expedition againſt, 
New Providence, the capital of the Ba- 
hama Iflands ; our detachment. was about 
one hundred and ſixty men, under the 
command of colonel] Deveaux: when 
we arrived there, the day had juſt broke: 
we landed oppolite to the Eaſtern Fort, 


and intended to ſtorm it immediately; 


but there being a plain for ſame diſtance, 
_ round 


10 
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round the fertification, the enemy per- 
ceived us: they abandaned the Fort, and 
drew up near a wood: as ſoon as we 
came up with them, they fired upon W, 
but we charged them boldly, took two 
priſoners, and drove the main body into 
the town in great confuſion, without any” 
loſs on our ſide, 

About ſeventy men in boats, had been 
detached to board three formidable gal- 
lies, that lay abreaſt of the Eaſtern Fort: 
this was effected at the ſame time we 
drove the enemy into the town, 

As we entered the Fort to take poſ- 
ſeſſion, I thought I ſmelt a match on 
fire: I communicated my fuſpicion to 
Colonel Deveaux, who happened to be 
near me; he ſmelt it alſo, from which 
circumſtance, and their abandoning the 
Fort ſo precipitately, he ſuſpected dan- 
ger: he immediately ordered the two 
priſoners to be confined in the Fort, and 

F 5. withdrew: 
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withdrew the troops to a little diſtance 
from it, 

Self- preſervation made them diligent 
in their ſearch; they ſoon diſcovered the 
match that was on fire, and Which in 


half an hour would have fired the ma- 


gazine, and two mines laid for that pur- 


poſe. Thus we narrowly eſcaped pay ing 


dear for our viſit. 


After we had taken poſſeſſion of the Fort, 


the Governor ſent a flag out of the town, 
to inform our commander that there was 
a peace; but he ſuſpecting he was trifled 
with, demanded a ſurrender of the gar- 


riſon at diſcretion, in fifteen. minutes, 


The Governor requeſted a. truce of five 


days, in. which time however, he was 


diſcovered to be carrying on his works. 
Our commander. conſidered. this con- 


duct as a breach of the truce, and im- 


mediately ordered eight pieces of heavy 
cannon to be landed from the gallies we 
had taken: with. theſe, a battery was 

formed 
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formed on a rock, about four hundred 
yards from the grand fortreſs —he erected 
another battery on a hill, cot three hun- 
dred yards diſtant from it : the enemy 
all the while kept up a heavy fire and 
throwing of ſhells, which affected us but 
little: but when they faw our batteries 
compleat, and ready to open upon them, 
the Governor thought proper to ſur- 
render. 

I had flattered myſelf, from the cir- 
eumftance of ſmelling the match, that I 


ſhould have been rewarded; and fo per- 


haps I might, but my ill ſtars ordered 
it otherwiſe : I, that very night, got in- 
toxicated with liquor; and in my drunk- 
enneſs, inſulted an officer in the corps. I 
was Confined till ſober; and then, as a 
puniſhment for my folly, ordered into 
the ranks, and have never been able to 

rile ſince. 
After the troubles were over in Ame- 
rica,, we returned to England, where [ 
R 6 | have 
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have been quartered about in various 
places; living the lazy lounging life of 
a ſoldier. As 1 was not brought up to a 
handicraft trade; I had not the advan- 
tage of many of my comrades. 


My laſt place of reſidence was Cheſter; 


where, taking up a news- paper by way 
of amuſement, I ſaw myſelf advertiſed, 
that by. application to a.certain perſon ir 
London, I ſhould hear of ſomething to 
my advantage, I have obtained leave 
to go, and if I cen will procure my 
diſcharge. 

I travel this way, as F informed you; 
in ſearch of her whoſe refuſal of me was 
the cauſe of my enliſting for a ſoldier: I 
am informed ſhe married and ſettled 


here about. If- ſhe is a widow, as per. 


haps ſhe may, and I ſucceed in my Lon- 
don journey, I will make her another 
offer of my hand: my heart was always 
hers. If ſhe is not at liberty, farewell 

Stafford 
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Staffordſhire, I ſhall not enquire after 
either father or brother. 

This, gentlemen, is the ſtory of a 
poor ſoldier, by no means worth your 


0 


hearing; but as it has procured me a- |; 
good ſupper, and comfortable lodging), '2 
lam much bee to ou. — 
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Lappley in Amazement — Converſation of 


Tom with his Mother and Sifters— 
Leger arrives at Shrewſbury. 


«J17ELL honeſt fellow,” ſays Leger, 


«.you are going to town you! 


fay, after ſornething to your advantage; 
I wiſh you good luck, my boy; here is 
half a.crown for yuu, ko help your ex- 
penſes — God rat it, I forgot I had no 
filver, nothing but the ten guineas ] re- 
ceived for my check — lend me half a 
crown, Mr, Rogers, till I change.“ 
« With all my heart,” ſaid Rogers, for 
1 love an honeſt fellow, and 1 will give 
him a ſhilling my ſelf, belide his ſupper 


and lodging.“ Thank you, gentlemen,” 


faid the ſoldier, pocketing the caſh, « 1 
have 


ha 
da 
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have not ſeen. half a crown this many a 
day.” So ſaying, he withdrew to reſt. 

The farmer and his gueſt, ſat to their 
liquor till near morning, when they took 
a nap with their heads upon the table: 
when they awoke, they agreed,. as they 


were in for it, to ramble elſewhere ; for- 


ſuch an abſence Rogers laid was nothing 
new to his family, Leger perſuaded 
him to pay the reckoning,, and he 
would change a guinea nearer. home; 
then, in caſe of bad money they. could 
more eaſily get redreſs, They conti- 


nued their ramble from place to place 


for four days, and at laſt found themſelves 
at Woolverhampton.. 

And there we will leave them, white 
we return to Lappley. The abſence of 


farmer Rogers, was as himſelf had ſaid, 


nothing new; bur that the Reverend 
Divine ſhould accompany him in his fro- 


lick, was amazing: The mother and 
the daughters, however, put the beſt 
conſtruction: 


[ 
| 
| 
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conſtruction upon it, and ſuppoſed the 


good gentleman would not leave him, 


for fear he ſhould come to harm.. 


Tom laughed at them for their fi mpli- 


city, and aſſured them the gentleman 


loved a pot as well. as his father: but | 


be. was called an ill-natured puppy for 
his ungenerous reflection. 


The Farmer who advanced the ten 
guineas, preſented his check for pay- 
ment as ſoon as he got to town, for like 


all his brethren of the clod, he did not 


feel ſo comfortable with paper in his 
pocket, as with hard metal: he haſted 


therefore to the bankers; but what were 
his feelings, when he was told, they 
knew no ſuch perſon! he gaped and 
ſtared, and ſtammered, and almoſt loſt 
his breath: but recovering himſelf a lit- 
tle, he endeavoured to expoſtulate with 
them ; named the place of the gentle- 


man s abode, and the church he was 


rector 
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rector of, and inſiſted he could not be 
miſtaken. | ; 
He was . to fie e white 
one of the clerks ſtepped out to make 
inquiry, for they aſſured him they did 
not believe any ſuch perſon as he de- 
ſcribed, was to be heard of, and they 
greatly feared he had been ſwindled: 
but this would not ſatisfy the Farmer, 
he would accompany the clerk, and ſee 
with his own eyes, and hear with his 
own ears. The clerk: offended at the 
diſtruſt the Farmer expreſſed, told him 


it was mere civility, to a. ſtranger, and 


pity to a dupe; induced him to under- 
take a taſk. he was not obliged to, he 
might therefore, for his rudeneſs, go by 
himſelf. He went, but the reſult of all 
his 1 inquiries proved that he was taken i in. 
He wrote home immediately an ac- 
count of theſe matters, and requeſted 
the Parſon might be taken into cuſtody 
till his return, which ſhould be with all 
expedition, The Farmer's ſon, attended 
by. 
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by a conſtable and two or three ſervants; iſ ye 
entered the houſe of Farmer Rogers, yi; 
and inquired for the Parſon, Poor Mrs fa, 
Rogers was confounded at ſeeing them, 
and haſtily: aſked the reaſon of their thus N- 
. coming? i«© Where is the Parſon ? where gar 
is your huſband ?” cries the conſtable, Nu 
« we muſt have one or both of them, to Ilia 
eonduct them to Stafford.” Ferrified to Ina. 
the laſt degree, . For God's fake, neigb-IAt 
bours,” ſaid ſhe, & what do you mean? [ſi 
my huſband and the gentleman have 
been out ever fince Monday, and canſirec 
have done nothing to-deſerve this.” 

« Tt was done before,” faid the young 
Farmer: « don't you remember yourſpart 
huſband perſuaded my father to let the 
Parſon have ten guineas. They are ac- 


complices it's plain, and are both gone 
off together : Here, read this letter. Pon 
So ſaying, he put the letter into her hand, 
and deſired her to read it aloud, tha 
they all might hear it. She read it af 

wel 
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5; well as ſhe was able, till overpowered! 
5, vich its eontents, ſhe let it drop on the 
iS Yfoor, and ſank down upon a chair. 

m, As ſoon as ſhe could recover herſelf: 
us Ito ſpeak, ſhe confeſſed appearances were 
ere Harke as to the Parſon; but could they: 
le, ſuppoſe that Mr. Rogers would expel 
to ſumſelf from his home and family, to go 
to ſnacles in the paltry fum of ten guineas? 
gh- NA thouſand fears now diſtractec her about: 
n! Per huſband's ſafety, in the company of 
aveſpach a villain, leſt he ſhould have mur- 
Fred him for the fake of the little e 

he had about him. | 

The conſtable and his company, PR 

oul arted under the ſame apprehenſion: 
theſÞith Mrs Rogers; for on ſecond thoughts, 

ac ey could not ſuppoſe Mr Rogers could 
onelbe 3 party in the affair. All Lappley 
er! Pon rang with the news. Every relater 
andi fold che tory with his or her embelliſh- 
ents and additions: ſome magnified 
e lum to twenty guineas, ſome to more: 


fore- 
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ſome” reported that Mr. Rogers way 
found murdered in à pit; others ſaid x 


ditch, ſome in one place and ſom? in 


another, : 


The poor Curate came in for TR Mare, 
for ſuffering a man to preach whom he 
did not know. His cloath was reproach- 
ed with, “ Theſe are your Parſons-you 
ſee what parſons can dq—nay, none but 


x Parſon could have been ſuch a rogue.” 


The poor Curate was forced to bear all 
patiently, and had a hundred fears for 


himſelf, leaſt his principal ſhould Gil- 


miſs him for admitting Aa man into His 


pulpit, whom he did not know to be a 
clergy man. | 


All the time the corifictle was at Mr. 
Rogers's, and while the letter was read- 


ing, Nancy and Patty ſat ſtupid with 


aftoniſkment,. and Tom fleer ing at them 
with ſignificant looks. No ſooner was 


he gone, than Tom began, „ Well, 
ladies, did net I tell you we need not 
travel far for knowledge, but that we 

| 5 
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had a maſter come to teach us? It was 


by | HT FT 

indeed very polite in him to accommo- 
*. date our neighbour with a check upon 
is banker. 1 believe, ladies, you ne- 
1 ver ſaw a Banker's check before; pray 
Wi what do you think of them ?” 


© | think you are a teazing fool,” ſays 
Miſs Nancy, „ who beſide your wiſe 
elf could have thought fo gentleman-like 
» | aman could have been a rogue?“ «© Why 
all now do you ſee,” ſays Tom, © did not 
| tell you, Tom Clown was the apteſt 
wif. ſcholar : I firſt learned the leſſon, that 
his be wes a ſhuffling raſcal,” * Hold your 
impertinent, provoking tongue,” ſaid 
Mrs. Rogers, and think about your poor 
fr murdered father,” „My father,” ſays 
ad- Tom, © I dare ſay is alive—perhaps 
ith indeed, he is dead drunk ſomewhere— 
enf but then you know heil come to life 
was again, as he has done many times before.“ 
ell, Provoking 1mpertinence, perhaps this 
not fellow who has deceived us all, has mur- 
dered him.“ 


we 


had 


$ 


e No, 
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« No, not deceived us all, mother,” 


fays Tom, „ for he has not deceived 


me; and as to his killing my father, 
why do you ſee, if I could think ſuch a 
thing, 4 ſhould be very unhappy, for 
you know he is a good father to us all, 
though he grieves us by theſe drunken 
freaks; but I'll tell you my mind of it: 
this worthy clergyman, this polite gen. 
tleman has, while my father was ſleeping 
under afull doſe, taken french leave of him, 
becauſe he would not diſturb his repoſe,” 
ee Your raillery is very provoking, 
Tom, but I pray God your thoughts 
about your father may be true.“ „* De- 
pend upon it, mother, for you ſay I have 
no charity for any body, but do you lee, 
J have more charity for the Parſon than 
you. [| believe him to be a raſcal, but 


I cannot conceive that with ten guineas 
in his pocket, he would murder my fa. 

ther for leſs than one.” 
Miſs Patty had hitherto ſaid nothing: 
« Tom,” ſaid ſhe, © do tell me without 
jeering, 


zee 
pc 


tc 


be 


yo1 
LO 
an 
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yo 
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jeering, what made you ſuſpect this fine 


ſpoken gentleman to be a bad man?“ 
te Why now my dear Patty, do you ſee, 
becauſe you ſpeak pretty to me, I'll tel 
you, I ſuſpected him becauſe he was 
too fine ſpoken: had he been only civil 
and good manner'd to you, I ſhould have 
liked him well enough, but how was it 
poſſible for a man who had never ſeen 
you before, (and could not- know you) 
to ſay ſo many fine things of you and 
mother, without deſign. Think of the 
old proverb, Patty, *Tis an ugly fight 
to ſee a Fox lick a Lamb. I believe he 
meant the trick he has played, to fall 
upon father ; and as 1t is, he has made 
father his tool, to take our neighbour in.” 
The anxious Mrs, Rogers diſpatched 

meſſengers every where in ſearch for her 
buſband : they ſearched in vain for a 
whole day, but could not find him; at 
laſt they traced him to Woolverhamp- 
ton, there they found him ſtupidly drunk, 
| 1 
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but alone. Upom inquiry after the gen- 
tleman who was with him, they were 
informed that he diſappeared the day be. 
fore, while Rogers was aſleep; that wak- 
ing and. finding his companion gone, 
he began to ſuſpect all was not right 
as to the ten guineas—that through 
vexation he gave himſelf up to drinking 
again, becauſe he was afraid and aſhamed 
to go home. | 

The meſſengers informed Mr. Roger 
of the ſtate of affairs at Lappley, and 
the diſtreſs his wife was in for his ſafety, 
He ſet off for home trembling and 
aſhamed, which he took care not to 


reach till after dark, that he might avoid 


the inquiries of his neighbours, con- 
cerning his companion. His wife and 
daughters received him joyfully as one 
alive from the dead; for their fears had 
imagined the very worſt that could hap- 
pen. As he was now tolerably ſober, 
he fat down with his family to talk over 

this 


his 


diſ 
anc 
his 
his 
of 
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this ſtrange adventure, each expreſſing 
their wonder at being ſo deceived, ex- 
cept Tom, who only ſaid, © He hoped 
for the future, father would take care of 
every civil gentleman, eſpecially parſons: 
for my part,” ſaid he, © I think Tom 
Clown's notions are beſt.” 

In a few days the Farmer returned 
from London, his firſt interview with 
Mr. Rogers, was an angry one; but on 
that good-natured man's calmly reaſon- 
ing with him, and promiſing to bear 
half his loſs, he was ſatisfied : and good 
neighbourhood was again reſtored be- 
tween them, = 
To return to our Hero. He took 


his rout to Salop, ſuppoſing the Lapp- 
leyans would not ſend the news of their 
diſaſter ſo far. In this he was miſtaken, 
and had like to have been furpriſed in 


Ibis greateſt ſecurity. On his arrival at 


his Inn, he took the earlieſt opportunity 
of enquiring what was ſtirring; and 
o. III. G 


hearing 
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hearing nothing from Staffordſhire, be- 
gan to be quite eaſy on that ſcore, in- 
tending, to ſtop a while there, and watch 
opportunity to make a ſhift to carry him 
elſewhere. The next day afternoon, as 


he was ſitting in the coffee-room, amul. 


ing himſelf with the papers, a man en- 
tered with a number of hand bills, and 
threw two or three of them upon each 
table: Leger took up one, and ſaw that 
at deſcribed himſelf and his tranſactions 
at Lappley—he looked around him, 
and ſaw that every gentleman in the 
room was reading a bill, and ſome of 
them eying him with conſiderable at- 

| tention. | 
4% What a damned ſon of a bitch!” 
he exclaimed, * why the moſt wary are 
unſafe againſt ſuch deep artifice—to al- 
ſume the ſacred character, and preach 
to them, how could they ſuſpect him 
had he gone to them in the character 
of a canting Methodiſt, there had been 
| no 
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no wonder in the matter, nor ſhould I 
pity them: but by G-d (for it is enough 


to make a parſon ſwear) I would will- 
ingly double the reward out of my own 


pocket, for the honour of the cloath.” 
The waiter entering, “ Waiter,” ſaid 
he, © order the cook to get ſupper for 
fix gentlemen, who are to ſup with me 
to night, at nine preciſely ; and do you 


prepare us a room. After a little con- 


verſation on the ſubject of the hand- 
bill, he had the ſatisfactiou to ſee that 
his aſſurance had the deſired effect, and 
their apparent ſuſpicions wore off: he 
embraced the moment, and calling for 
his cane from the bar, ſaid he would 
walk in the Quarry, 

He ſtepped into a hair-dreſſer's ſhop, 
and had his hair dreſſed en queue: then 
buying ſome court-plaiſter, for a pre- 
tended cut in his finger, he turned his 
face to the window as if for light, and 


cut a patch to cover one eye, which he 


G 2 conctaled 
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- concealed in the palin of his hand, while 
he laid a ſmall piece upon his finger: as 
ſoon as he was in the ſtreet, he put the 
patch upon his eye: Thus diſguiſed he 
_ ventured into an Inn, and ordered a 
poſt chaiſe for Whitchurch, from thence 
he took another for Cheſter, where he 


thought himſelf far enough from Lappley. 
Our Hero reſolved now to drop the 


clerical character for a while, and to 
aſſume his own, (a counſellor) as being 
more eaſy to ſupport, becauſe habitual, 
His hair was therefore kept en queue, 
the black patch, now uſeleſs, was thrown 
away, and a pawn-broker's ſhop ſupplied 
him with acouple of ruffled ſhirts. He af. 
ſumed the name of Counſellor Leger 
was going to Ireland to recover a liti- 
gated eſtate, and waited at Cheſter, for 
ſome neceſſary inſtructions, which had 

not been recollected when he fet out, 
To appear the more reſpectable, he 
took genteel lodgings, as being more 
: eligible 
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eligible than abiding at an Inn, though 
he viſited the Coffee-room every day: 
as his profeſſion and appearance were 
genteel, he found no difficulty to intro— 
duce himſelf to the beſt of company; 
and Counſellor Leger became generally 
known and reſpected in the firſt families 
in Cheſter, 

He continued ſome time at Cheſter, 
without any thing advantageous offering; 
his money was melting away, and he 
became apparently uneaſy, which he ac- 
counted for, as flowing from vexation 
at his client's delay in not ſending the 
promiſed Inſtructions. | 

An event however took place, which 
removed his anxiery, and called out his 
genius to exertion : a young gentleman 
from Ireland, ſtopped at Cheſter in his 
way to London, to pay his reſpects to 
ſome perſons who had been his father's 
former acquaintances. The cordiality 


with which he was received by them, 
+ 
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and their preſſing intreaties, induced him 
to ſtay ſome days with them, and as 
Leger viſited among them, threw him 
into his company: and from the firſt 
moment he ſaw him, he hoped to gain 
ſome advantage by him, and ſet him- 
ſelf to ſtudy him for that purpoſe. 
Young O' Donovan was open and art- 


leſs, of an ardent and affectionate dil- 
poſition : his heart attached itſelf with- 
out reſcrye, to thoſe who feemed to be 


attached to him, Unpractiſed in the 
ways of men, he ſuſpected no harm, 


where he had given no offence, and was 


ready to believe ſincerity always dwelled 


where it was profeſſed. Nature had 
been generous to him in the beauty of 
his perſon, and. a good education had 
cultivated good natural parts, fe that 


it was hardly poſſible to know and not 


be partial to him. 

Leger affected a great regard for him, 
and ſought aſliduouſly his company and 

acquaintance: 


* 


. 


* 
a 
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acquaintance : beſides the frequent meet- 


ings at houſes where they frequently vi- 
ſited, they were ſure to meet daily at 
the coffee- room; and. in fine weather, 


walk upon the wails of Cheſter, or on 
the Banks of the Dee. 


A gloom ſometimes hung upon the 
countenance of © Donovan, and an ab- 
fence of thought even in company which 
it was ealy to fee was not natural ro 
him : our Hero took advantage of this, 
to draw out of him his hiſtory, and by 
that means to develope his character. 


Accordingly when they were one day 


alone, and Leger's thngue had run 
ſometime without the other ſeeming to 
gard it; «© | am ſure, my dear fir, ſaid 
he, „ there is ſomething upon your 
mind; you are often ſo ablent, and 
fometimes ſo gloomy, that ] ſuſpect you 
are unhappy. 

O' Donovan fizhed, and confeſſed his 
heart was not at eaſe, „But,“ ſaid he, 
« if your goodneſs can forgive my paſt 

. inattention 
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inattention, I will endeavour for the 
future to guard againſt theſe gloomy fits, 
for why ſhould my friends be troubled 
with my private ſorrows?“ „ Why! 
my dear Patrick, why ſhould they not? 
what is friendſhip that will not partict- 
pate in ſorrow as well as joy? tell me, 
my dear fir, what it is that troubles 
you, and if it is in my power to re- 
lieve—ſure you have not—you cannot 
have the ſhadow of a doubt, that I would 


da more for a brother than for you.“ 
« You are very good, fir,” ſaid the youth, 


but it is time alone, muſt releive me, 
though I'm afraid it never will” 

« Be that as it may, I claim the right 
of a friend to know, and perhaps my 
counſel and advice may not be altoge- 
ther unſerviceable. Here let us ſit down 
on this bench, and open your mind to 
me with freedom,” «© You ſhall be 


obeyed, ſaid O'Donnovan, and thus he 


proceeded,” 
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T H AX p. 1x. 


Story of Patrick O Donovan. 


Am the ſecond ſon of Sir Melvin 
1 Oonovan, an iriſh Baronet, and 
was deſtined by my father, for the pro- 
ſeſſion of the law; my own inclination 
coinciding with his deſign. —Ar fifreen 
years of age, I was ſent to the Univerſity 
of Dublin, where I purſued my ſtudies 
for five years, viſiting and refiding with 
my parents, two, and ſometimes three 
months in every ſummer, 

Charles Melvin, my ſecond couſi in, 
was ſent to the Univerſity at the ſame 
time: our ages were nearly equal, and 
we had from infancy, contracted a friend- 
ſhip for each other: conſequently at col- 

o 
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lege, we were inſeparable companions 
and entire confidants: and when we re- 
turned to our homes, which were not 
more than two miles diſtant, we were 
moſtly together. | 

Nothing remarkable happened with 
regard to either of us, until the third 
year of our ſtudies, Then returning 
home as uſual, Charles and myſelf were 
invited to a Fete Champetre in the neigh- 
bourhood; it was there I firſt ſaw the 
cauſe of all my unhappineſs. 

Iſabella Murphy ſhone in beauty, ſu- 
perior to all the females that graced the 
feſtivity : ſhe was. beheld with envy by 
her own ſex, and with admiration by 
ours, Her dreſs, which was elegantly 
fanciful, was calculated to ſet off and 
heighten her perſonal charms, I attach- 


ed myſelf to her, as much as poſſible, 


through the whole evening ; that by con- 
verſation I might diſcover if her mind 
bore any compariſon with her form: if 


| 
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E was ſtruck with the latter, I was charm- 
ed with the former; and conſidered her 
as the pheonix of female excellence. 

Iſabella was about ſixteen : ſhe had a 


brother about my own age, and I deter- 


mined to cultivate an acquaintance with 
him, that I might be able frequently to 
ſee and converſe with her, as the friend 
of her brother; and, if poſſible, engage 
him to be an advocate for my paſſion. 
The next day, I communicated the 
ſtate of my heart to my couſin Charles; 
he attempted to rally me out of what he 


called the moſt egregions folly, for 


young fellows of our age, to attach their 
hearts to one fair one: © Now Patrick,” 
ſaid he, © is our time for roving, and 
taſting the ſweets of love in their variety : 
your grave paſſion for Iſabella Murphy, 
might tolerably well ſuit eight and twen- 
ty, but is at preſent, the crime of high 
treaſon againſt the privileges of youth.“ 
It is in vain Charles, ſaid 1, to rally me, 

G 6 | my 
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my liberty is loſt, and I am fixed before I 


began to rove. Well, well, ſaid Charles, 


do as you will, I am determined to pre- 
ſerve my heart from the folly. that has 


ſeized yours, until | am older and wiſer, 


and I think it would be as well for you 
to conſider the impropriety of your at- 
tachment, as there is not the leaſt proba. 


bility, that either, your father or hers, 


will hear of the affair with patience, un- 
til you have finiſhed your ſtudies,” 


No matter, ſaid I, could 1 ſecure 


the heart of Iſabella, and thereby pre- 
vent another from carrying off that in- 
eſtimable prize: my father, I know, is 
too wile, and toe good, to lay any un- 
neceſfary bars in the way of his childrens 
happinefs ; and her father, I think, can 
have no reaſonable objection to the alli- 
ance at a proper time. I will lay my 
heart at the feet of my charmer, the firſt 
opportunity, and perſevere in my aflidu- 


| Ities, until I obtain hers in return: and 


do 
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do you, Charles, if you love your friend, 
employ that perſuaſive tongue of thine,” 
in my intereſt, 

He promiſed, fince, as he ſaid, I was 
determined to be a fool, and he would 
endeayour to make the cap and bells fit 
as decently upon my head as poſſible. 

I was chagrined at this ſarcaſm, but 
did not in the leaſt ſuſpe& the real mean- 
ing of it: I attributed it to his natural 
levity, and being confident of his friend- 
ſhip, forgave him the pain his biting 
ſatire had given me. | 3 

Curſe on his deceitful arts! had he 
honeſtly confeſſed himſelf my rival 
had he declared his heart was in the ſame 
ſituation as mine—I would have faid, 
purſue your fortune, Charles, as I will 
mine; I expect not of my friend, a fi- 
crifice | myſelf could not make to him: 
and if one of us muſt be unhappy, let 
Iſabella determine which. 
A 
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A flight indiſpoſition confined me for 
two days, ſo I diſpatched Charles to 
young Murpiy, to acquaint him with my 
penchant for his ſiſter, and begged that 
both of them would fo converſe about 
me in her preſence, as might tend to 
give her a favourable idea of me, and 
pave the way for the declaration I was 
about to make, as ſoon as my health 


would permit. He departed, ſeemingly 


pleaſed with his embaſſy, and promiſed 
to make a faithful report at his return. 
He was no ſooner gone, than my fa- 


ther entered my room, to enquire of 


my health. That dear and honoured 


parent had accuſtomed his children from 
early infancy, to repoſe ſo much confi- 
dence in him, that reſerve, with reſpect 
to him, was needleſs. We concealed not 
from him even our faults; faithful, yet 
ſo gentle in his reproofs, that we were 
convinced it was more our intereſt to 
rectify our errors under the direction of 
| | His 
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his affectionate wiſdom, than to conceal - 
them from him. - 6 
Sir, ſaid I, looking earneſtly in his 
face, Ifabella Murphy—* What of her, 
Pat; Are you in love-then?' I am, fir, 
faid J, and flatter myſelf, that my ho- 
noured parent will not diſapprove of the 
object of my paſſion, I then related to 
him, how I loſt my heart at the Fete 
Champetre. After rallying me with 
great good-nature, on the loſs I had ſuſ- 
tained, he added ſeriouſly, © I am griev- 
ed, my dear boy, at the information jou 
have given me; leſt love, and its little 
embarraſſments, ſhould unſettle your 
mind as to your ſtudies. 1 am appre- 
henfive of other evils ; at your age, the 
paſſions riſe to ardency at once, and al- 
moſt as ſoon cool again: your mind may 
change; and who knows how much the in- 
jured Iſabella may have to mourn for your 
inconſtancy. My dear father, ſaid I, 
did you ever know your Patrick ſubject 
| 20 
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to levity and fickleneſs? and as to fears 


for my ſtudies, be aſſured, that my love 


for Iſabella, will be a powerful inotive 
to render myſelf accompliſhed for her 


ſake. © Well, Pat,“ ſaid he, it is not 
a time for me to move in this buſineſs, 


act worthy of yourſelf and me: and 
when you want my interference, remem- 


ber you have a friend.“ I preſſed his 
hand to my lips, and bleſſed, him with 


all my. heart. 
Charles returned from his embaſſy, 
and ] inquired his ſucceſs with eagerneſs, 


© Why, Patrick,” ſaid he, the out-works 


are won for you, and in my opinion, 
you need only aſſault the citadel with 


_ vigour, and the garriſon will ſurrender 


at diſcretion—Murphy is your warm 
friend Iſabella heard us talk of you with 
ſeeming pleaſure, and ſhe herſelf, ſaid 
many handſome things of you.” 
Thanks, my dear Charles, ſaid I, for 


"In encouraging intelligence, be ſtill my 


friend, 
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friend, and it ſhall be the buſineſs of my 
life to ſerve your intereſts, 

Hark ye, Pat, ſaid he, as your af- 
fairs are in ſo fine a train, take my advice 
and improve them : never think of being 
a dangler for two or three years, before 
the conſummation of your wiſhes ; pluck 
the roſe in the bud: you may afterwards, _ 
if it continues to pleaſe you, place it in 
your boſom: or you may throw it away 
for the next paſſenger to pick up.” 

[ was chilled with horror, and turning 
indignantly upon him, Charles, ſaid I, 
thought you virtuous, I valued your 
friendſhip as ſuch: I never expected ſuch 
advice from you, and if I hear a ſyllable 


more of it, dearly as I have loved you, I 


will tear you from my heart. 
e am virtuous,” Patrick, ſaid he, © and 


only meant to try if you were ſo—lſabel- 


la is an angel-and Murphy a worthy 


young 
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young man, and entirely in your inter- 
eſt, as he ſuppoſes your intentions ho- 
nourable I have the warmeſt friendſhip 
for them both, and for their ſakes'—— 
for their ſakes, ſaid I, warmly, what 
reaſon could you have to ſuſpect diſno. 
nour in me? Nay, Patrick,? ſaid he, 
© reaſon, or not, I had a mind to prove 
you: I am ſatisfied, I will add, for your 
fake as well as theirs, for had 1 found you 
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faulty in inclination, love you too well 
to ſuffer you to be criminal, though | 


loſe your PSP by being your hin- | 


derance.“ 

His diſſimulation pacified me, 424 
reſtored him to my confidence, thereby 
giving him en for further ma— 
chinations againſt me. 

« Againſt you,” ſaid Leger, < et iy 1 
thought he had been in your intereſt. 
What reaſon have you to think he acted 
deceitfully?” « His own confeſſion,” 
ſaid ODonovan, “ as you will hear in the 
ſequel 
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ſequel of my ſtory : bur I find it neceſ- 
ſary I ſhould here explain a little, I 
have hinted already, that Charles was 
ſtruck by Iſabella's charms, at the fame 
time as I was myſelf,” O! I remem- 


ber, ſaid Leger, „you ſaid how ge- 
nerous you would have behaved, had he 
declared himſelf your rival. Damn the 
dog, I begin to ſmoke him now: but ex- 
plain if you pleaſe,” 
Well then,” ſaid O Donovan, * he 
rallied me at firſt, in hopes to beat me 
off from addreſſing Iſabella : he then ac- 
cepted the office of ambaſſador, when he 
pleaded his own cauſe, and not mine : 
and thirdly, he wiſhed me to addreis 
her with libertine views, as he was 
certain ſhe would never ſee me more, 
when ſhe perceived my intention.” 

« O dama him,” ſaid Leger, he had 
a true iriſh ſoul !'? „What do you mean 


by that?“ ſaid O Donovan. “Nothing, 


laid Leger, with all the compolure in the 
world, 
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world, ee but that he had not the ſoul of | 


a gentleman, but of a bog-trotter,' the 
very refuſe of your cabin peaſants,” 
« Very true,” ſaid O*Donovan, © but in 
thoſe cabins, I have found virtuous dif. 
poſitions, until corrupted by higher life, 
as my ſtory will ſnew.“ © Pray,” faid 
Leger, „ proceed.” 

« Well, fir, I recovered my health, 


and flew to my charmer: and if I may 


credit the -apparent ſucceſs of my ad- 


dreſſes, my rival had made no great im- 


preſſion: and I had reaſon to flatter my- 


ſelf I was not indifferent to Iſabella.“ — 


ANTHONY LEGER. 


n >< 
| Continuation of O Donovan's Story. 


« PHE cin time came for "my departure 
from the country, and Iſabella 
permitted me to correſpond with her 
our corrſepondence was uninterrupted for 
ſeveral months ; but afterwards met with 
frequent breaks, which occaſioned mu- 
tual complaints on both ſides; and ex- 
planations which brought complaints a- 
gainſt the Poſt-Office: at laſt, the cor- 
reſpondence, on the part of Iſabella, en- 
urely dropped; and I received no an- 
ſwer to any letters which I wrote to her. 
My anxiety, on this account, was ex- 
ceeding great, as I thought her ſilence 
aroſe - from incapacity through ſickneſs. 
I wrote to my brother, requeſting him 
to 
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to inform me if Iſabella was well, and 
what was the cauſe of her unaccountable 
ſilence. His anſwer aſſured me of her 
health, but of the cauſe of her ſilence he 
knew nothing. All this while, Charles 
Melvin behaved with his uſual freedos 
and apparent friendſhip, frequently el 
quired after Iſabella, and expreſſed aſto- 
niſhment, when I informed him of the 
interruption in our correſpondence, 
At the uſual time, the next ſummer, 
] went to viſit my parents, elated with 
the hope that I ſhould come to an ecclair. 
ciſſement with Iſabella : but what was 
my aſtoniſhment, when J heard that ſhe 
had quitted her father's houſe the day 
before my arrival, to viſit a relation in a 
diſtant part of the kingdom: in a few 
days Charles diſappeared alſo, and then 
my ſuſpicions of foul-play began to a. 
wake. After turning the matter every 
way in my mind, I thought it impoſſible 
that Charles, who was always with me 
| at 
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nd at Dublin, ſhould be able to do any 
le thing to my hurt without an accomplice, 
er ard 1 was certain he could have none 
but my ſervant Tinah. 

Tinah was the ſon of a poor peaſant, 
a tenant of my father's; he was ſelected 
from a cabin full of little wretched beings, 
to be my attendant and play-mate. We 
grew up together, and with growing 
years, Tinah's attachment ſeemed to 
grow alſo; he would often declare that 
nothing but death ſhould ſeparate him 
from me. His lively diſpoſition, good 
nature and obedience, made me value 
him; and as I believed him faithfully 
attached to me, I felt for him a ſincere 
regard: it was with the preateſt diffi- 
culty my mind could be brought to 
conceive it poſſible Tinah ſhould con- 
tederate againſt me. 

A trivial circumſtance led to this de- 
tection; the envy of the neighbouring 
peaſants at ſeeing Tinah's ſiſters wear a 
t few Fibiog ornaments, which he had 

1 
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brought from Dublin, and had given 
them: it was the tattle of the ſervants 
that drew my attention to the matter, 
and as I knew he had received nothing 
from me while at College, bur for mere 


neceſſaries, I concluded he had purchaſed 
his preſents with the . of ſecret 
ſervices. | 

As he aſſiſted me one tay to dreſs, 


© Tinah,' ſaid I, you are a villain ; and 


ſnatching up a piſtol which lay upon the 
table, l held it to his head: I know part 
of your baſeneſs; confeſs the whole im- 
mediately, or you die upon the ſpot. 
Terrified at his ſituation and not quite 
hardened in iniquity, he dropped on his 
knees, and confeſſed that he had been 
bribed by Mr, Melvin, with money, and 
the promiſe of a farm, to deliver to him 
my letters to Iſabella, inſtead of putting 
them into the poſt, and to intercept her 
letters to nt and to conyey them to him. 

 Wrecch, 


4 
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Wretch, ſaid I, you deſerve death, 


but your life may be neceſſary. for the 


detection of that. villain Charles ; live | 


therefore, and atone for your. wickedneſs 
as much as poſſible, by revealing all you 


know about this affair. 

I ſet off immediately to the Nie to 
which Iſabella was gone, and took Tinah 
with me. Not far from the place, we met 
Charles returning: ſeized him as a lion 
does its prey. Surpriſe and guilt depriv- 


ing him of power of reſiſtance, I pulled 


him from his horſe, and with Tinah's 
aſſiſtance, bound him to a tree. He de- 
manded his liberty, and he would meet 
me as a gentleman; but I affured him 
I never would grant a ſcoundrel chat 
privilege: and then gave him a f ſe· 
vere diſcipline with my whip, 
We turned his horſe to graze, and 


left bim for the charity of the next paſ- 


ſenger to looſe, for he had travelled 


without a ſervant, 


RSS Iſabella 
1 


Tfabella was ſurpriſed to ſee me, and aſked 


with a degree of hayghtineſs, what had 


occaſioned me to give myſelf the trouble 


of coming ? I come, Madam, to do 


myſelf juſtice, and perhaps to do you 


Juſtice, Our correſpondence was at firſt 


unaccountably interrupted, and at laſt 


entirely ceaſed, and I ſuſpe& from my 
meeting a certain gentleman near this 
place, another e deer was eſta- 
bliſhed in its ſtead: as to the former, 


permit me to order my ſervant into your. 


preſence, who ſhall inform you of as 
black a piece of treachery as ever was 
ated, | 

She had no curioſity to know any thing 
about it, and thought I gave myſelf and 


her unneceflary trouble. 

The juſtification of my conduct is ne- 
ceſſary, madam, my honour is concerned 
to have it cleared up: if you have al- 
tered your ſentiments with reſpect to me, 
you are the beſt judge how far you are 

obliged 
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obliged in honour to account for your 
conduct; however gratified I ſhould be 
by your condeſcenſion, I cannot com- 
pel it, but me and my ſervant you ſhall 
hear, | 
I treated her, ſhe ſaid, very cavalierly. 

Then hear us patiently, Madam, and 
afterwards, if you commaad it, I will quit 
you for ever. 5 

1 commanded Tinah to enter, and 
repeat the confeſſion he had made to 
me: he did fo, and by declaring how 
many letters, of her's he had intercepted 
and conveyed to Melvin, convinced her 
his teſtimony was true. & 

« Diſmiſs Tinah for the preſent,” ſaid. 
Iſabella -“ no, permit me to aſk him 
one or two- queſtions in your abſence: 
take a turn in the garden, and at your 
return, I perhaps may be able to inform 
you of what I have thought an apology 
for my conduct. 5 


Mb 
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T obeyed-1 returned ſhe had diſ. 
miſſed Tinah to the ſervants, and was 
waiting for me. Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © though 
4 queſtioned Tinah in your abſence, I did 
not mean to conceal from you the pur. 
fort of my queſtions; they relate to 
yourſelf, and conſiſt of two articles; 
firſt, that under the appearance of virtue, 
(1 was informed) you are an abandon'd 
libertine: this Tinah aſſures me is a 
falſnood. The ſecond, is concerning a 
Miſs Flora Dervent, of whom he can 
.give me no intelligence, though he ſays 
he is your prime miniſter in all your 
affairs; nay, he ſwears by the Thrine of 
St. Patrick, that he verily believes there 
is no ſuch perſon in Dublin: now, far, 
1 will give you my reaſons for aſking 
him theſe queſtions,” —— WEN 
So ſaying, ſhe delivered into my hands 
a number of letters, arranged according 
to their dates: ſhe ſaid ſne would leave 
me to the peruſal of them, and when 1 
* had 
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had done, the bell would ſummons a fer- 
vant to inform her J was at leifure, þ 
bowed aſſent, and ſhe withdrew, 
Good God! what was my ſurpriſe at 
their contents! they contained the allega- 
tions from whence her queſtidns to Tinah 
aroſe. They ſoggeſted that though 1 
wore the ſpecious maik of virtue and 


probity, L was abandon'd to the looſeſt 
gratifications: and that a regard to her 


future peace and happineſs, had induced 
him as a friend, to give her the infor- 


mation. They proceeded in detail, to ſug- 


geſt that my addreſſes to Iſabella were not 
with honourable views: they affirmed that 
I addreſſed with propoſals of marriage, 
a Miſs Flora Derwent, the only daughter 


% 


and heireſs of a gentleman of immenſe 


fortune, and that I was favourably re- 


ceived: they appealed to the apparent 
negligence of my correſpondence with 
Habella, as a proof of their truth: they 
proceeded at laſt, to aſſume the form of 

H 3 love, 
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love- letters, earneſtly pleading the cauſe 
of their writer. 

And this, ſaid J, is Charles Melvin, 
the friend of my heart's beſt confidence 
the chaſtiſement I have given him is not 
ſufficient for ſuch. a villain, I rang, and 
Habella entered: I am much obliged to 


vou, madam, ſaid I, for the peruſal of 


theſe letters; I heard from Tinah, that 
Charles was a traytor, but theſe have 
revealed the myſtery of his treaſon, Ex- 
cufe any longer conference with you,, 


Madam, at this time, another time I hope 


to ſee you with pleaſure; but now, every 
call of honour urges me to ſeek the de- 
teſted writer of theſe curſed letters. 
Iſabella ſtrove to hinder my departure, 
and to deprecate my vengeance; but L 


broke from her, and ſummoning Tinals 


to attend me, ſet off for the ſpot where 
1 had left the villain bound to a tree. 
Happily for him; ſomebody had re- 
leaſed him, and he was gone, or he had 

| nor 
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not. departed that. Place an object fit for 


human eyes to behold... 

I returned to my father's houſe, and 
acquainted him and my elder. brother 
with what had happened; they adviſed 
me to quit Ireland immediately, as con- 
ſidering my life in danger from the 
malice of Charles, in conſequence of the 
contemptuous chaſtiſement 1 had given 
him; but 1 was fearleſs of danger, and 
wiſhed for nothing ſo much as a re- 


encounter. 
I would have diſmiſſed the ongratakel 


Tinah, but his ſeeming penitence, tears 
and ſupplications, mollified me: it ap- 
peated too, that Charles in ſeducing 
him, had never let him into the know- 


ledge of his own ſcheme, but perſuaded 


him he was doing his maſter real ſer— 
vice, though againſt his will: I forgave 
him, but refolved to keep a watchful | 
eye over: him for the future, 

H 4 
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I rode out the next day; and Tinak 
with me; it was dark when we'returned:: 


about half a'mile frome home, we were 


ſet upon by four ruffrans, who ſtruck at 
us with poles-to beat us from our horſes: 
me they miſſed, but the blow falling on 


the hinder part of the horſe, made him. 


ſpring forward; I immediately clapped 
ſpurs te him; and by that means ef- 


caped: Poor I inah fell a facrifice; I 


heard his ſhrieks, but could not help 
him—T immediately ſent my father's 


ſervants armed:t6 the place, but the af 
ſaſſins were gone — Finah was dead, and 


-mangled in a moſt ſnacking manner. 


I was nom convincedthe fears of my 


father and brother were juſt, and Lheark- 


ened to their advice to quit Ireland pri- 
vately. My father furniſhed me with 


what ſupplies he thought neceſſary— 
gabe me letters to his friends in London, 
and I am going to enter the army: ho- 
nour muſt. be my miſtreſs, and if I can, 
[ 
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I will forget Iſabella —as to that lady, I 
wrote to her, acquainting her with what 
had happened, and my departure in con- 
ſequence of it, I blamed her for her too 
| eaſy credulity, which had made her the 
| dupe of Charles's machinations, and had 
much abated that high opinion I had 
formed of her wiſdom and prudence— 


— Ac 


and with beſt wiſhes for her happineſs, 
| || bid her farewell. - 
) This is my tale, fir, and the circum- 


———— 
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s | ftances 1 have related, recurring too of- 
ten to my memory, together with ſome 
d degree of remaining ſoftneſs for Iſabella, 
| are the cauſes of that abſcnce and thought» 
7 | fulneſs of which you have complained.” 


154 ADVENTURES OE 


e E K . xt. 


Leger's Shift for a Hundred Pounds — 
O*Donovan's Troubles in Conſequence. f 
i. Leger at Dublin. 


E GER thanked the young Hiber- 
nian for his ſtory, expreſſed the 
deepeſt deteſtation of Melvin's treachery, 
and applauded his reſolution of the pur- 
ſuit of arms: adding, with one of his. 
broad grins of affected friendſhip, and 
a ſtrenuous ſqueeze of the hand; My 
dear friend, I feel myſelf very happy in 
having it in my power to ſerve you: my 
connections, fir, are men of import- 
ance; I will write to them in your be— 
half, recommending you in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, as a worthy and deſerving young 
man, 


I 
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man, for ſuch I am ſure you are; and I 
have not a doubt, but in a ſhort time 


you will find yourſelf in a comfortable 
ſituation, with agreeable proſpects before 
you of riling rapidly. C? 

Ce Oonovan thanked him with the 
warmeſt gratitude, and intreated him to 


ſet about writing immediately, as he in- 


tended to quit Cheſter in a week. 
„will, my dear friend,“ faid Leger, 


«by G- d I am in earneſt to ſerve you; 
let us retire to my lodging and take a 


cup of tea: I will then fit down and 
write the letters before you, you ſhall read 
them and put them in the-poſt tro-mor- 


row morning hen you go from hence, 


you ſhall take letters with you to the 

ſame perſons, by way of introduction, 

and to identify your perſon.“ 
The letters were wrote according to 


promiſe, and in the moſt ardent ſtyle 
of recommendation. O Donovan was 


put in poſſeſſion of them to ſend them by 
H 6 = the- 
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the poſt; and he retired to his lodging 
with a heart much lighter then it had 
been ſince he left Irelanxc. 

O Ponovan was all gratitude for this 
inſtance of friendſhip, and ſo warmly 


attached to his ſuppoſed* benefactor, 
that they were in a manner inſeperable. 
Leger was conſtantly complaining of his 


dilitary Client, and his not ſending 


him the promiſed inſtructions he wiſn- 
ed to get over to Dublin, to begin his 
buſineſs there, for he was tired of the 
lazy life he lived at Cheſter; and when 
his dear Patrick was gone, the place 


would be inſupportable: beſides, his 


finances were low, he owed for lodging, 


and ſeveral other little debts he had 


been obliged to contract, and ſuch things 


had an appearance of meanneſfſs. 
The. generous unſuſpecting youth la- 


mented the inconvenience of his friend, 


and with the warmeſt gratitude, begged 
ke. might be permitted to pay off thoſe 


debts, 


yu £2= & » mw, —_ (AL 


debts, that the credit of his friend might 


not ſuffer, and to ſave him from the 


pain of ſeeing perſons to whom he owed. 
money. It was all he could doi to teſ- 
tify his gratitude. „ Bleſſings on the 
heart of you,” ſaid Leger, “ not for the 
world would ]-{trip you of a ſhilling ; I 
muſt have patience a little longer,” 
The day before O Donovan's depar- 
ture, he found Leger in his appartments 
with a table covered with papers before 
him, and in exceeding high ſpirits. * Now 
my dear Patrick,” ſaid he, I ſhall be 
full of buſineſs, and that will take off the 
chagrine of your departure, Fheſe are 
the long waited-for inſtructions, . | muſt. 
arrange them, and write a few notes 
upon them, and then away for the ſcene - 
of action in Ireland: My buſineſs will 
juſt take up ſo much time as will ſerve 
to acquaint me of your ſucceſs in town, 
and interchange two or three letters; 
is it not confounded lucky? 
| « Hae. 


* 
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« Has he ſent. you the needful ?” ſays 


Patrick, „O yes,” ſays Leger, putting 


a letter into his hands, „take and read 
it.“ He did ſo: the purport was to apo- 
logiſe for delays, and to requeſt that 
Leger would draw upon the writer for 
one hundred pounds, in different bills of 
ſmall ſums; “ Well,” ſays Patrick, « and 
.who will you get to caſh. theſe. bills?” 
% Who?: why any tradeſman in Cheſter 


will do it: you ſee, that by drawing for 


mall ſums, ſeveral perſons can do it 


with eaſe, though ic might be inconve- 


nient to one to do the whole... 
But - the thought has juſt ſtruck me 
it will take time and trouble, to go about 


with little bills to get caſh=you are 


going to town immediately, and a bill 

for a hundred, at ſight, will be as good 

to you as ready caſh there; give me Bank 

. er Caſb, which you will.“ 

Patrick ſaid, he did not underſtand 
the nature of theſe things, but ſhould 

2 5 | be 
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be glad to ſerve his friend, if he could 
« Bleſs you,” ſaid Leger, « you can „if 
you will; but for your. own ſatisfaction, 
ſtep into the town, and inquire: among 
the tradeſmen,. they will. inform you of 
the nature of bills: take the letter with 
you, nay, you ſhall take it up to London 
with you, as my authority for drawing 
upon him.“ «© Nay,” ſays Patrick, «what 
does it ſignify ?. I can as well believe 
your account as any other man's.“ «You 
ſhall. not do it upon my word, you ſhall: 
go and inquire ; you are a young man, 
a little knowledge of, theſe things may 
be of ſervice to you: go, I ſay, and come 
again in the evening, and I will write 


| your introductory letters the while,” 


O Donovan went as he was command- 
ed, and made inquiry: every one told 
him, that if the drawer: had a right to 
draw, and the perſon drawn upon had 
effects, there was no danger: he ſhewed 
the letter authorizing Leger to draw for 

a 


ſum. 
draught, payabie to Patrick O Donovan, 
Eſq. or. order: and now, my dear friend, 
you mult accept of this ten pound Bank. 
bill, as a token of my regard for you; I 
will not call it premium, for premiums 
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a hundred pounds, and every doubt 
vaniſhed. 

In che evening they met, and Tecer 
delivered the letters he had written, 
« Now, my dear friend,“ faid he, what 
is the re{ult of your. inquiry?” ©« am 
ſatisfied,” 131d O Donovan, «© and have 
brought Bank bills to the amount of the 
enough. ſaid, here. is the 


are illegal. If I Had gone to the tradeſ 


men, ſome acknowledgement of ſervice 
muſt have been made, and I {ce no rea- 
fon why you ſhould be deprived of it, be- 


cauſe you are my particular friend. 
O Donovan would. fain have refuſed 
the premium, but his generous friend 


compelled him to receive it, and charge- 
ed him. to write by the firſt poſt, when he 
| reached. 
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reached London. The affectionate iriſn- 
man intreated our Hero, that when in 
Ireland, he would, if. poſſible, viſit Sir 
Melvin O Donovan; and put a letter in- 
to his hand for that purpoſe. Leger took 
it, ſaying, * he might have an opportu- 
nity to lend it, but it was very unlikely 
that his buſineſs ſhould- ſuffer him to 
leave Dublin.. 
The next: morning, ee 5 
of each ather at the coach, with a pro- 
miſe to correſpond as long as Leger con- 
tinued at Cheſter. When the coach was 
gone, Leger: concluded there was. now 
no occaſion-for his loager continuance 
There was indeed board and lodging 
for- ſeveral. weeks, there was alſo a tay- 
lor's bill, a linen draper's bill, a waſh- 
er woman's bill, and a few others ; theſe 
he determined to leave, until he ſhould 
come that way again: and getting his 
few movyeables together, flipped out of 
* houſe after dark, went to an inn 
where- 
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where he was not known, took a poſt 


Chaife. and went to Eaſtham, and from 
thence he croſſed the water to Liverpool 

O Donovan, the next day after his 
arrival, preſented his bill for payment; 
But, to hie great ſurpriſe, was told, that 


they knew no ſuch perſon as the drawer, 


nor had they any connections with him. 
Patrick was warm, and taking his letter 
from his pocket, preſented it to the 
Principal; ſaying angrily, 5 There fir, 
will you deny your ewn-hand writing?” 
| he read it attentively, and as attentively 


viewed the bearer of it. Sir,“ ſaid he 


there is. a myſtery: in this letter, which 


you muſt explain before your betters.“ 


o ſaying, he ſent for a+ conſtable, and 
had him away before the Lord-Mayor, 
where he was accuſed with forging and 


uttering both the letter and the draught, 


with an intention to defraud, The poor 
youth was ſo confounded, at the ſituation 
in which he found himſelf, that he was 

inca- 
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& ineapable of making any proper defence, 
or of giving a ſatisfactory account of him- 
Milf. His Country, and the circumſtance 
of his being unknown to every one in 
London, operated much to create ſuſ- 
picion of his guilt, He was committed 
Tito the Counter for re-examination the 
next day. 
Wy The next day, when his mind was 
more compoſed, he ſent for thoſe friends. 
ef his father's, to whom he had letters, 
w appear for him before the Lord Mayor. 
They came, and acknowledged they had 
borrerly known Sir Melvin O Donovan: 
but, as to his fon, it was impoſſible for- 
nem to identify a perſon they had never 
ken : they could. ſay nothing to the au- 
"> Fhhenticity, of the letters addreſſed to- 
them, as correſpondence had been drop- 
ped too many years for them to be cer- 
uin of Sir Melvin's hand -writing. 
O Donovan, gave a clear and ſimple: 
detail how he came by the letter and 
the 
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the draught, he produced the letter 
Leger had given him, and officers wer: 
| Tent with them, according to their di 
tections: but no ſuch perſons were to be 
found, he was therefore recommitted 
until proper inquiry could be made con Pan; 
cerning Counſellor Leger. N 
The inquiry was favourable for po], 
O Donovan, as it proved that ſuch A ſure 
perſon had reſided at Cheſter that there 
was an intimacy between O- Donovaſ 
and him that he pretended he was gl 
ing to Ireland about a-litigated eſtate 
that he quitted Cheſter privately, the da 
O Donovan departed—that. he was i 
debt and his creditors had purſued aff nes 
ter him, as far as Park- gate, and Hol he. 
Head, without being able to Sin tag ter 
leaſt intelligence of him. jo 
This account corroborating with hi 
own declaration „he was diſcharged, great qu 
ly pitied for his misfortunes, both in thq pa 
loſſ be 


yexation he had met with. 

Our Hero lay ſaug -at Liverpool, in 
private lodgings: he aſſumed no cha- 
rater, nor did he ge much into com- 
on. Npaay, for fear he ſhould meet with ſome 
one from Cheſter who knew him. 

One day, however, he had the plea- 
Yure to hear his own. heroic deeds re- 
counted. He was in company where 
vas a gentleman of Liverpool, who had 
been at Cheſter, and brought home the 
news of O*'Donovan's ſituation, and the 
© inquiries that had been made after himſelf. 
As he had aſſumed another name, and 
never mentioned his being at Cheſter, he 
ol-heard the tale with an unmoved coun- 
tenance, pitied the poor iriſhman, and 
joined to curſe the ſwindling villain, 
Our Hero now thought it time to 


eke 


be 


ted 


eat} quit Liverpool: unaccuſtomed, for years 


the paſt, to pay for a lodging, he retired as 
lol heretofore, without having any words 


with 
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with his hoſt: he went to Park-gate, 1411 
and from thence in the Packet to Dublin, 
where he continued ſometime barren ol 


adventures, until his caſh was conſider. 
ably diminiſhed,_ 

As he was reading the papers one day 
in a coffee-houſe, a gentleman entering 
inquired for Mr. O*Donovan : Leget 
ſtarted with ſurpriſe, but on looking 
round him, was very glad not to ſee r 
his late friend Patrick, He compoſed 
his mind, and attentively. regarded the 
gentleman who anſwered to the name, 
and fancied he perceived in him ſome: 
thing of a family reſemblance : he was 
. reſolved to be ſatisfied, and already be- 
gan to form a ſcheme of buſineſs, 

„ Sir,” ſaid Leger, © pardon the in. 
truſion of a ſtranger, but I think I heard 
you called by the name of O Donovan.“ 
« You did, fir,” ſaid the young gentle. 
man, „ that is my name, have you any 
commands for me? None fir, but! 

ſhall 


hall be glad to know if you are related 
o Mr. Patrick O Donovan, a young 
entleman, who lately left this kingdom 
ad is going to London?“ « Yes fir,” 


nſwered the other, joy ſparkling in his 
res, “J am happy, very happy, to meet 
ith a perſon who has ſeen, and can 


nform me of a beloved brother, for he 
as not wrote to us ſince he left us. 
o me the honour, ſir, to admit me of 


our acquaintance.” * Moſt gladly,” 


id Leger, © I think myſelf peculiarly 
preunate in meeting with a gentleman I 


:fpaired of ſeeing, as I was told the fa- 
ily refidence is very diſtant from this 
ty, You are Mr. Phelim O*Donovan, 
preſume, the eldeſt ſon of Sir Melvin.“ 
© The ſame, fir,” faid Phelim, * but: 
ll me, How does my dear brother do? 
nd where is he? for I am exceeding 


ious about him: I fear his honeſt un- 
uſpecting heart ſhould expoſe him to as 
any vexations and troubles in the other 

k ingdom, 
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kingdom, as it has done in 'this, Tel 
me, fir, where and when did you fee him?” 
* Your brother,” ſaid Leger, wa 
well, as I heard, when I left England: he 
is in London, endeavouring to get into 
the army, and I hope he will ſucceed, | 
wonder he has not wrote to you, but | 
ſuppoſe he waits an opportunity to in. 
form you of his ſucceſs. Some very parti 
cular buſineſs calls me at preſent. |f 
you will meet tne here to-morrow, at ten, 
1 ſhall have time to inform you. mor 
particularly about him: we men of th: 
law muſt be punctual with our clients. 

So ſaying, he epa as in great hurry 
of enn | 


CHAP? 


P 


ANTHONY LEGER 12g 


S M . x. 


Leger relates to Phelim the Misfortune of 
his Brother —1s invited to Sir Melvin's 
—Phelim i love with Clara, 


HELIM O'Donovan. was about five 

and twenty, as ardent and honeſt 
as his brother, and not a whit more 
guarded againſt decep tion, but he had 


not as yet been quite ſo unfortunate; ſo 


he took the liberty, like others in the 
ſame predicament, to be very anxious 
about his brother's want of caution: as 
he loved his brother very affectionately, 
he longed for the morrow to hear more 
particularly about him. 

Leger had left him, to gain time to 


turn matters over in his own mind, and 


Vol. III. 1 to 


- 
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to conſider which would be beſt, whether 


to avoid Phelim O'Donovan, or attach 
himſelf to him: he was heartily glad he 
was as yet a ſtranger to Patrick's misfor- 
tunes, but then he muſt know them ſoon : 


He determined therefore to narrate them 


himſelf, and thereby avoid the ſuſpicion 
of his being the author of them: as he 
had aſſumed the name of Walter Lang- 


ſton, he could relate the exploits of 
Anthony Leger, as a verſan diſtinct 


from himſelf. 
He attended punctually at the time, and 


found the impatient brother waiting for 


him. The firſt compliments over, Leger 


began. My acquaintance with your wor- 


thy brother commenced by our meeting 
together at the houſe of a common friend; 
his good ſenſe, good temper, and elegant 
learning, ſo won upon my affections, that 
T loved him as my own ſoul: we became 


exceeding intimate, and I believe there 


Was not a ſecret in his heart that he did 


not 


hs TY \P * „ r > Es foetry Ny, 
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not reveal to me, and that intimacy con- 
tinued till he left Cheſter, _ | 

« Then I ſuppoſe,” ſaid Phelim, * he 
told you the affair which made him quit 
this kingdom.” * Certainly,“ ſaid Leger, 
ce he told me of the treachery of Charles, 
the levity of Iſabella, and unhappy fate 
of Tinah,” „ Well, fir, ſaid Phelim, as 
I find you was my brother's particular 
friend, I ſhall liſten to you with pleaſed 
attention, and beg you will accept my 
friendſhip alſo, for his ſake.” 

« Moſt gladly, my dear fir,” ſaid Leger, 
©] ſee ſo much of your brother's amiable 
diſpoſition in you, that I almoſt fancy 
myſelf again with him; but in one thing 
{| perceive you differ, you have more 
diſcernment of perſons, and more cau- 
tion than your brother, It is with too 
much reaſon you fear his honeſt unſuf- 
pecting heart ſhould expoſe him to de- 

ceptions—poor young man, he has al- 
r ſuſfered conſiderably, and 1 ſup- 


8 | Poſe 
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poſe out of pure tenderneſs has forborne 
to inform you of it.” « For God's ſake 
do not keep me in ſuſpence,” exclaimed 
Phelim, „ what has happened to " 
brother?“ 

Leger then with all imaginable gravity 
and concern, related the ſtory of his 
own villany, and Patrick's ſufferings; 
ſufficiently 1nterlarding it with curſes 
and imprecations on the baſe deceiver, 
that could take advantage of fo much 
truth and innocence, 
Pnhelim was greatly moved at the re- 

cital: e And where,” ſaid he, “ did my 
unfortunate brother pick up this baſle 
acquaintance? what is the villain's name? 
is it not poſſible to trace him out, and 
bring him ro juſtice? and why did not 
you as his friend, warn him of his danger?” 
My dear fir,” ſaid Leger, “ you 
aſk a hundred queſtions at once; but! 
excuſe you, becauſe of your emotion: 
be patient, and I will anſwer you dit- 


tinctly , 
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tinctly. He picked up this baſe acquaint- 
ance at the time and place l firſt ſaw 
him: and to ſay: the truth, I my ſelf was 
at firſt, as much taken with this fellow, 
as Patrick was: His appearance was very 
ſpecious, he had a tongue damnably 
well hung, he had a tolerable ſmattering 
both of learning and law, and knew how 
to render himſelf exceedingly agreeable; 
the name he went by, was Counſellor 
Leger. 3 | 

As to the matter of tracing him to 


bring him to juſtice, that was tried you 


Know, by thoie who are as accuſtomed 
to hunt up ſuch raſcals, as a pointer or 
ſetting dog are'to find their game, and 
yet he avoided them: what then could 
you and I do on this ſide the water? 
I commend your honelt warmth however, 
in wiſhing to. obtain juſtice for your 

brother, 
As to warning your brother, I can fully 
juſtify myſelf ; nay, I am bound to do 
13 0 it 


174 ADVENTURES OF 


it to you and his family; for friendſhip 
is with me, a facred thing. I have con- 
feſfed, I had at firſt, a predilection for 

the fellow, but it did not laſt long ; for 
as | have travelled much, and ſeen much 
of the world, I have ſtudied men as well 
as things, and am ſeldom. long under a 
miſtake about them : I acquainted my 
friend with my ſuſpicions that Leger 
was naught, and warned him againſt too 
much confidence in him“ I think Mr. 
Langſton, ſaid he, you are too ſuſpicious 
of mankind : cannot one be wiſe and 
prudent, without thinking the worſt of 
a man? beſide, I ſuſpect you have a tinc-] 
ture of jealouſy in you; I know you 
love me, and may perhaps, ſuppoſe 1 
place that confidence in him, you only 


have a right to; but be aſſured, what- 


ever degree of regard I have for Anthony, 
it cannot interfere with the ſuperlative 
eſteem J have for you.” I ceaſed there- 
fore to remonſtrate, but I continued 
| 1 watchful; 
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watchſul: yet the affair of the draught 
was done in ſuch a hurry, that it was 
impoſſible for me to interpoſe.“ 
t My eagerneſs about my brother has 
made me inattentive to propriety; I. 
ought to have requeſted the honour to 
know your addreſs; I think you called 


yourſelf. Langſton ??” «© Yes, fir,” ſaid 


Leger, „my name is Walter Langſton, 


the only ſon of Walter Langſton, Eſq; 


of Eaſt Loo, in Cornwall: my father 
was well known on the Weſtern Circuit, 


as an able Counſellor ;: and at my own 


requeſt, I was devoted to the ſame pro- 
ſeſſion. I was educated under my father's 
eye, and chiefly by himſelf, till I went 
to ſtudy at the Inns of Court l am at 
preſent a member of the Honourable So- 
ciety of Lincoln's-Inn; by them I was 


called to the bar, where I have ob- 


rained ſome tolerable reputation in my 
profeſſion,” SE 
1 4 1 


| 
| 
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* hope, fir,” ſaid Phelim, * for the 


honour of the law, this Counſellor Leger 
was an impoſter throughout?“ «e wih 


J could fay fo,” faid Leger, «but it is 
too true that I have ſeen his name in the 
ſame books where I. ſubſcribed: my own; 
however, at my return, I ſhall take care 


for the honour of the Society, to have it 
expunged.“ 


Phelim was ſo much taken with Leger $ 


converſation and knowledge of the world, 


that he attached himſelf to him, and 


they became inſeperable companions, Ill © 


| as he hoped to be much profited by his 


information and inſtructions. When his 


buſineſs in Dublin was finiſhed, he gave 


our Hero a prefling invitation to ſpend 
a few weeks at his father's houſe: the 


-1avitation was excepted, and they ſet 


off together for Donovan Place, near 
the Lake of Killarny. 


Leger was introduced, and gs 
at Sir Melvin's as Mr Langſton, th 
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friend of Mr Patrick O Donovan: this 
was ſufficient to give him a welcome to 
all that Iriſh hoſpitality could preſs upon 
him; and in the evening, he entertained. 
the liſtening family with the ſame tale 
he had told Phelim in the Coffee-houſe. 
He now bid defiance to detection, and 
conſidered his obtaining a footing in the. 
ſamily of Sir Melvin, as one of the. beſt 
fifts he had made in his life. The ole 
Baronet naturally garrulous, and now 
much more ſo through age—was de- 
lighted that he had got a companion to 


alk with, who was as inexhauſtible as 


himſelf, and thanked his ſon for intro- 
ducing the worthy gentleman: into his: 
bouſe,. . 

Two days after Leger's arrival at 
Donovan Place, came a letter from 
Patrick, that through the intereſt of his 
father's friends and the expenditure of a 
little caſh, he had obtained a Lieutenancy 
the Marines—he then proceeded to ſo- 

; "Fx «Joby: 
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licit a remittance, and recited his misfor. 

tune as the cauſe, Our Hero was all at. 
tention while the account was read, and 
frequently exclaimed, «* There—you ſee, 
it was juſt as. I told you—only the ac- 
count of his impriſonment and all that, 
you know I had only by report, Well, 
curſe that Leger, ſay I, the dog I hope 
wal come to be hanged.” 

Leger continued to gain upon the 
good-will of the Baronet's family, and 
the perfect agreement there was between 
his tale and the letter, ſerved much to 
eſtabliſh and confirm his credit with 
them. The high opinion Mr, Phelim 
O Donovan had of him, induced that 
young gentleman to ſeek all opportu- 
nities of converfing with, and conſulting 
him: in order to do this, he frequently 
invited him to walk with him on the de- 
| lightful banks of the Lake; and as Sir 
Melvin's gout prevented him from be- 
ing of the party, Phelim was thus deli- 

vered 
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vered from the hinderance his father's 


garrulity occaſioned at home. 
In one of thefe rambles, Leger aſked 


Phelim what was become of Charles Mel- 


vin and Iſabella? „ You know,” faid 
he, c my dear fir, that your worthy bro- 
ther communicated to me his unfor- 
tunate attachment to that lady, and the 
treachery of your couſin Charles: as L 
am ſo providentially brought to a ſocial 
fituation with your family, I am natural- 
ly prompted. to aſk. that ſupplement to 
your brother's ſtory, he was unable to 
give: but if J am impertinent, and aſk 
what you wiſh to conceal, I. beg you 
will make no difficulty in denying me; 
for though I am inquiſitive, I am by no- 
means of a prying diſpoſition.” 
« My brother's friend and mine,” ” ſaid! 
Phelimy need not make apologies for 
aſking queſtions relative to either of us. 
F have wondered a little that you did not 
alk. theſe. queſtions before; but I con- 
I & ſider 
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Gder that my father keeps you fully em-. 
ployed at home, and I, his eldeſt ſon and, 


heir of, his virtues. (if talking be one) 
keep you as fully employed abroad,” 
Why, to be ſure, ſaid Leger, I 


think your brother was much more re- 


ſerved, than either your father or you.“ 
« No wonder,” ſaid Phelim, « Pat is my 
mother's boy, and I my father's. You 


ſee at Donovan Place, a rarity; 1 may 


ſay a wonder, Lady O Ponovan is 


grave and ſedentary, and talks but lit- 


tle; but that little is to the purpoſe: 
my father, though advanced in years, is 


volatile and loquacious, but does not 
always talk to the purpoſe; and I his 
ſon—but I am giving you a ſpecimen 
of what J. am, by running on as 1 do. I 


will endeavour to atone by attending to 
your queſtions. 

The murder of Tinah had ade a 
conſiderable noiſe in the country, but 
no one could conceive the motive from 


which 


* 
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which it proceeded, for the whole affair 
was a ſecret in our own family and in the 
breaſt of Iſabella. My father wrote to 
that lady, requeſting it might remain ſo 
until ſhe heafd farther from him. He 
then diſpatched a meſſenger to requeſt 
the attendance of Charles,, intending to- 
remonſtrate with him in terms more 
gentle than. the ſtrokes of a horſe-Whip: 
and in hopes that it might appear upon 
examination that theſe aſſaſſins were not 
employed by Charles, hut were robbers 
that ated from their own: motives: I 
correct myſelf, he wiſhed, rather than 
hoped, it might prove ſo.. | 
The meſſenger returned, with. dings: 


that Charles had ſet out that very morn-. 


ing for Cork ;. with a deſign to go to 


the Weſt Indies. It was now too plain 


that the attack upon my brother and his 
ſervant was the contrivance of Charles; 


and, that his flight was in order to evade 


luſtice, 


My 
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My father called a council of the fa: 
mily, and moſt of us advifed. to purſue 
the villain, and bring him and his ac- 


complices to public juſtice 3; but the 


name of Melvin. was dear ro my father, 


for his mother's ſske © he wiſhed there- 
fore, as it was not ſuſpected out of the 


family, but only by Iſabella, to avoid a 
public diſgrace to the family, by the in- 
famous exit of one of the branches of it, 
We urged the cry of 'T inati's blood, and 
the grief of his diſconſolate parents: 
we were anſwered, that Charles had cho. 
ſen his puniſhment, the curſe of Cain 
was upon him, and he was a fugitive 
and a vagabond on the earth. That in 
conſigning him to his own guilty re- 
flections, perhaps we inflicted a greater 
puniſhment, than by bringing him to 
public juſtice. As to Tinah's parents, 
he would, he ſaid, ſoften their ſorrows 
by ſuch teſtimonies of his Pity for them, 

| 45. 
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2s ſhould be more beneficial than venge- 
ance for the blood of their fon. 

As to Iſabella, when my father's opi- 
nion was related to her, ſhe perfectly 
coincided with it. She has, I hear, drop- 
ped intimation to her confidants, that ſhe 
intends to embrace a life of celibacy: 


that is, I ſuppoſe, if Patrick does _ 


mew reaſon to the contrary. 
They now came in fight of a new and 


elegant houſe, fituated on an eminence, 


in a winding of the Lake, and command- 
ing from its windows three moſt beautiful 
proſpects of it. Leger aſked who was. 
the owner of that enchanting ſpot ? Phe- 


L lim ſighed and faid, „It belongs fir, to 


Colin Dermer, a very intimate friend 


of my father, he is from home or you 


would have been introduced to him. I 
ſhould be very happy to gain admittance 
into that beautiful manſion :*” But why 
did you ſigh ?” «Becauſe,” ſaid Phelim, 


that houſe contains the deareſt object 


of my affections.“ 
. tc Stran ge, 
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« Strange !“ ſaid Leger, © that being 


ſo near the. object of your love, ſhould 
make. you ſigh ſo heavily ! it ought, I. 


think, to excite contrary emotions :;” 
* And ſo it would,” ſaid Phelim, “ could 


I perſuade my charmer to regard my. 


vows, and favour me with hope that ſhe 
would be mine: but ſhe avoids me ax 


much as ſhe can with decency to. my 


family,” — ' 
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Jiſit to Clara—a Sail on the Lake—the 
Boat overſetting produces à Wedding 
Leger's Forgery.. 


« FNLARA Dermer, is the only child 

of our worthy neighbour,” con- 
tinued Phelim, « I have long loved her, 
and our parents are favourable to my 
wiſhes : this circumſtance, in itſelf greatly 
delirable, is, I fear, a croſs to my wiſhes; 
tor ſhe ſeems averſe to me, in proportion 
as our parents ſeem deſirous ſhe ſhould 
ſhew me marks of her favour : ſhe has 
never yet heard me patiently on the ſub- 
ject of love: but when I have forborne 
to ſpeak on that ſubject, ſhe has ſome- 
times aſſured me I was a worthy young 
| man, 
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«Wy ſaid Phelim, “ as her father i; 
not at home, E have not permiſſion to 


but pray have I any prohibitions ? follow 


man, and as a friend and acquaintance; 
ſhe regarded me with eſteem.” 

« Is it that o'clock. with her, Phelim nig 
faid Leger, “then my dear boy, fing doo 
ha ala loo—utter all the wild notes tha to 
reſound from the cabins about you'll con 


Why,“ faid Phelim, haſtily, '« whatſſſ bor 
do you mean by this rhapfody?“ ee Mean nas 


Phelim, why, that you are ſüre of her fup 
But come, let us go and ſee this tigreſs, Ml * 
and then Ill tell you more of my mind.” 


vifit there. The devil you have not 


me, boy: and fo ſaying, they advanced 
to the houſe; 5 | 

Clara had ſeen them from the window, 
and was not unprepared to receive them. 
Leger introduced himſelf, by ſaying, the I fu 
elegance of the manſion, and the beauty Iſh yo 


of the ſituation, had drawn his ſteps to- W! 


ward it, that he might ſee the delight- 
| AE ful a 
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J ful proſpe&ts which the windows com- 
manded : he added, that the good old 
Iriſh hoſpitality, which never ſhut the 
door againſt a ſtranger, emboldened him 
to aſk admittance. Clara bid him wel- 
come—was ſorry her father was not at 
home to entertain him; but as Phehm 
was no ſtranger there, ſhe deſired him od 
tupply her father's Flas. 

« Faith Madam, faid Leger, he 
deſerves that trouble, for it was his ac» 


SM count of your beauty and perfecions 


which brought me hither,” She caſt an 
indignant and contemptuous look on 
Phelim, which drove him to the window 
with his heart almoſt broke, 1 fear 
ir,” ſaid ſhe, „Phelim has injured me 
by his report, it will be beſt for me to 
withdraw from obſervation; as he has 
full power to entertain you here, I leave 
you to his attentions," So ſaying, ſhe 
withdrew, +6 
Leger had watched her narrowly, and 
u her eye follow Phelim to the window, 
with 


drove him there: be By God, Phelim, 


mantie ſlut, and ſhe has a mind to plague 
you: never mind my boy, - PlF managt 
her or the devil's im it, F know: the (all « 


faid Phelim, t will be a few days hence. 


fant ſailing upon this Lake,” It is de- 
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with a look very different from that which. _ > 


ſaid he, „ ſhe loves you, but it is a r. 


well, If you have but as good a hand 
at executing, as I have at contriving, you 
ſhall be a bridegroom in leſs than a week 
after her father's return home.” «That, 


« 1 think, . fir,” ſaid Leger, looking 
through the window, „ it muſt be plex 


lightſul,“ faid Phelim, “ but it requires 


ſe 

dexterity to manage the ſails, becauſe of f 

ſudden ſquals from between the hills.“ 0 

Bo | e 

4% No matter, I would undertake to na- " 

vigate the boat, if I could be fo happy 1 

as to get one, and a party to go in it; - 
I underſtand navigation perfectly, and 

have undertook the management of many 


a ſhip in which I have ſailed,” 
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ee will provide a boat, and the party 
20,” ſaid Phelim. « But Clara,“ ſaid 
Leger, © muſt be of the party, or my 
ſcheme will not ſucceed;” * Then you 
Su muſt ſolicit her, Mr. Langſton, for I am 
eure I ſhould not prevail.“ 
e What. is the depth of water round 
that point of land at the bottom of the 
garden?“ ſaid Leger. “ About three 
een foot,” ſaid Phelim. And ſhould you,” 
laid Leger, © have any objection to be 
wet to the ſkin ?? What the devil,” ſaid 
Phelim, «would you tumble us all into 
the water?“ Every ſoul of you, my- 
elf and all,” ſaid Leger; * will over- 
ſet the boat going round that point, then 

al” -- 
„mind your buſineſs, gather up your dam- 
Win your arms, but let her ſtruggle a 


0 little in the water firſt, and march to 
1 land with her; and then make a mighty 
| 1 merit of having ſaved her life.” 

1 Phelim was highly delighted with the 


ſtratagem, and determined to put it in 
189 | EY, 
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execution; and they retired home to 
provide for it. Mr. Dermer had a fail. 
boat fit for their purpofe, this they ſent 


2 meſſeager to borrow, and a polite let. 


ter from Counſellor Langſton, requeſting 
Clara to be one of the party: ſhe con- 
ſented, The day was fixed and every 


thing provided, ſuch as viands, liquor 
and muſic, and on the appointed mor 


ing, they ſet ſail to yy the pleaſures 


of the Lake. 
They failed about in all directions, for 


Leger was determined to give them ſam. I 


ples of his ſkill in managing the boat 
upon every tack. The muſic reverbe- 
rated from the hills on each ſide the Lake, 
and had a moſt pleaſing effect upon the 
ear; the day was clear, the weather was 
temperate, and every thing ſeemed to 
conſpire to their amuſement, Some- 
times they lay too, and diverted them- 
ſelves with angling, and ſometimes they 
landed to wander in the ſhrubberies 
formed 


tr 
d 
te. 
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to Armed by nature, on the ſloping banks | 


l. the Lake, compoſed of the Arbutes, 
nt Ind various other beautiful ſhrubs—they 


t- Ined upon an iſland in the middle f 


Ng Ie Lake, in a pavilion which was erected 
r the purpoſe, and after dinner amuſed 
ry Nemſel ves with country dances. Phelim 
ſought the hand of Clara, but was de- 
ed, the Counſeller ſolicited and he ob- 
es Wed it. 

The dances ended, and fortunately Y 
the ſtratagem, the wind began to blow 
ech: but Leger fo managed the ſail, 
at every one loſt all fear of danger un- 

r his care. At laſt, they reached the 
int of land; when Leger pretending 

make a tack, took advantage of a 
val of wind, overſet the boat, and let 
em all into the water. 

Every one ſhifted for themſelves, 1 
t to land, but poor Clara, whoſe fears 
i deprived her of the power to exert 
elf: Phelim kept his eye upon her as 

_ 
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he waded to the ſhore, and ſaw that her 
cloaths buoyed her up on the furface of 
the water: he landed, and ſuddenly turn. 
ing round looked toward her, as though 
he had not marked her ſituation before; 
ſhe was ſinking, and ſtretched out her 
hands towards him: he ruſhed into the 
water, and brought her out in his arms, 

He conducted her to the houſe, their 
dripping companions attending them; 
Phelim, by the way, condoling her ſitus- 
tion; and ſhe, as well as her fright would 
let her, thanking him as the preſerve 
of her life. She-retired to the care i 


her maids : and Phelim, at her requelt 
aſſumed the reins of government, gave 
orders to the ſervants, and he and hi 
companions, after changing their cloaths 
ſpent the evening joyouſly. 

The next morning, Phelim waited t 
inquire of her welfare? ſhe expected him 
and as ſhe had reſted well, and found n 
inconvenience from her bathing, ſhe wa 

ft | e 
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op to receive him: ſhe called him her 
fl preſerver, and ſaid, ſhe ſhould never for- 
. {et her obligations. Phelim embraced 
Ml the moment to urge his ſuit, and was 
ez beard. with attention: his affairs from 
er that moment wore a new face, and when 
to her father returned home, there remain- 
ed nothing. to do but to ſertle matters 
about the wedding, 

When Leger called upon Clara, ſhe 


m: 
u. began to rally him upon his ſeahanſhip: 
ul © Oh, Madam,” ſaid he, ©© who could have 


expected ſuch a damned {qual juſt at that 
inſtant? We may thank you and that dog 
| cupid z you for your obſtinacy to Phelim, 
ave and him for blowing us over out of re- 
"1M enge to you : but as you have repented 
and amended, I dare ſay we ſhall never be 
ſerved ſo again, ſo | forgive you.” _ 
du The day arrived that was to put Phe- 
him lim in poſſeſſion of his Clara. The cere- 
dead mony was performed: and Sir Melvin, 
e wal and Colin Dermer, aſſembled their te- 
vl Vol. III. K nants 
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nants to celebrate the feſtival, The day 
was ſpent in every kind of rural mirth and 
paſtime; and in the evening, a proclama- 
tion was made to encourage marriage 
amongſt the tenant's children; purport- 
1ng, that as many couples as would pre- 
ſent themſelves in the morning, avowing 
a deſire to be married, ſhould be regiſter- 
ed for that purpoſe, and when married 
ſhould receive a liberal donation, to 
enable them to begin the world, That 
day month was appointed for the pro- 
poſed nuptials, and to be kept as a fel 
tival at the expenſe of the bridegroom 

Phelim O Donovan. | 
This proclamation was productive of 
much buſineſs that evening: the quar- 
rels of ſeveral lovers were made up 
courtſhips but in embrio were brought 
to perfectionlads that had not aſked 
the queſtion, preſſed it with earneſtneſs 
and maids, who had affectedly ſaid no; 
now {aid yes - and ſome who had never 
. thought 
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thought of the matter before, looked and 
liked, and embraced the preſent oppor- 
tunity. Above'twenty couple were re- 
giſtered next morning, and on the ap- 
pointed day were married, and received 
their reſpective donations. 

Leger began to grow weary of his 
preſent ſituation; for though he lived 
well, he was getting nothing, and his 
ſpirit thirſted for adventure, He wiſhed 
to finger a little more of the family caſh : 
the trick he had put upon Patrick, or 
any thing like it, would not do, He 
ſet his head to work, and at laſt, deter- 
mined to try nis luck at imitation. 

For this purpoſe he borrowed ſome 
manuſcripts of Sir Melvin's, pretending 
a deſire to read and ſtudy them at his 


leiſure. He practiſed at imitating his 


hand, until he made himſelf maſter of it: 
he then announced to the family, his in- 
tention to depart in a few days, which 


was reluctantly complied with. 


K 2 l 
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went, and Leger dogged him, reſolving 
| | if 


19 ADVENTURES OF 


Prior to his departure, he wrote a 


letter to Sir Melvin's banker, in the 
Baronet's name and hand, adviſing him 


that he had drawn upon him for fiſty 
pounds: he then drew a draught, in the 


ſame hand, to be preſented when he got 
to Dublin. The letter he ſent by the 


poſt: he took leave of Sir Melvin and 
family, of Phelim and Clara, and made 
the beſt of his way to Dublin. 


His heart miſgave him two or three 


times, about preſenting the draught, for 
he had a great diſlike to St. Stephen's 


Green: but meeting with the Captain 


of a ſhip, bound to Liverpool, who was 


to ſail that evening, he agreed for his 


paſſage: he then went to a coffee-houſe, 


ſent for a Porter, and gave him the 
draught to go and get it caſhed, pre- 


tending he was waiting for a gentleman 


e was afraid of miſſing. The Porter 
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if the Porter was ſecured, to fly on board 
the ſhip: he ſaw him come alone out of 
the banker's, and haſted back to the 
coffee-houſe elated with joy. He receive 
ed the caſh, got on board, and that 
night bid farewell to Ireland. 


„ 3 2 
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Leger at Liverpool — Gloſgow — Fins 


burgh and St. Mary-le-bone.— A Chap- 
ter of much Buſineſs — fome of it to 
the Purpoſe, 


\ T Liverpool, he aſſumed the Cle- 


rical character again, and appear- 
ed more in public than when he was 
there before. His pretence for being 


there was, that he was employed by 


ſome gentleman, who wiſhed to com- 
pile a hiſtory of the County of Lancaſter, 
to gather materials with reſpect to that 
town, To this end, he aſked a variety 
of queſtions in every company, With 
metchants, he talked of commercial ſub- 


jects; ; With ſurveyors and land- ſtewards, 
ol 


3 1 Py 
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of topographical and traditional ſubjects; 
with farmers, of agriculture; with the 
clergy, of the foundation and emolu- 
ments of their ſeveral livings. 

In conſequence of this proceeding, 
he was looked upon as a man of prodi- 
gious capacity and extenſive learning. 
He was always willing to do duty for any 
clergyman, by which means he made 
them all his friends, and rendered himſelf 
extenſively known. The oppulent ſought 
his company at their dwellings, - ſo that 
he was at little expenſe,.except for lodg- 
ing and waſhing ; which made Sir Melvin 


O Dononvan's fifty pounds, hold out 


well; but as it would not hold out al- 
ways, it was neceſſary to think what was 
to be done next. 


He formed a plan, and Scotland was 
deſtined for the ſcene of action: It was 
to commence a Preſbyterian miniſter, 
from the North of Ireland; to ſolicit 
contributions for the repairing of a meet- 

K 4 ing-houſe, 
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houſe, building a ſchool-houſe, and eſta- 
bliſhipg a ſmall fund; whieh, together 
with voluntary contributions, would af— 
ford means for educating the children 
of the congregation, and preſerve and 
extend the proteſtant religion. 
This ſeheme he thought an excellent 
one, and reckoned it would turn to good 
account: he therefore furniſhed himſelf 
with certificates and atteſtations, to be 
ready when he ſhould have occaſion to 
-uſe them: and as the modes of preach- 
ing in Scotland, are ſomewhat different 


from that uſed in the Engliſh Eſtabliſh. 


ment; he determined to hear all the diſ- 
ſenting teachers in Liverpool, and chooſe 
his model from among them. He ſoon 
fixed on the moſt popular preacher in 


the -place; a man remarkable for his | 
volubility, and amazing redundancy of 
epithets; ſeldom uſing leſs than ten, of- 


ten more than twenty, where one would 
have expreſſed his idea: but no matter, 


it 


OX. of 
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it pleaſed his hearers, and procured him 


the appellation of a Medley of Sweets. 
This good man, had a ſpecial knack 


of comforting the people of God, out of 


the prophecies in the Old Teſtament, 
Haiah and Jeremiah were his favourites, 
as being the moſt evangelical, and afford- 
ing the largeſt ſcope for experimental 
preaching. Leger became a frequent 
attendant on his miniſtry, out of canoni- 
cal hours; and ſtudied him both as ta 
matter and manner, as a good example 
of that kind of preaching moſt likely to 
pleaſe in Scotland: it was allo the more 
ealy fur him to imitate, as redundancy 
in epithets had always been uſed by him- 
ſelf, when he pleaded at the bar. 

Our Hero continued ſeveral weeks at 
Liverpool, was reſpected as a clergyman, 
and eſteemed as a very fine preacher : 
his pretended employment, of making 
obſervations, and gathering materials 


for a hiſtory of Lancaſhire, rendered him 


—_— un- 


| 
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unſuſpected. He devoted one day to 


his mancvre, he waited on all his friends, 


and borrowed two, three or five guineas, 
as they could ſpare ; alledging ſome ac- 
cidental delay in his remittances from 
tou n. He had by the evening, collected 
about thirty gvineas, with theſe he de- 


. camped at the cloſe of day, and ſet his 
face towards the North, 


He arrived at Glaſgow er he opened 


his mendicant commiſſion: he was then 
the Rev, Cuthbert O Neil Preſbyterian 
- miniſter at Ballindary, in the County of 


Antrian.. He preſented himſelf and his. 
petition to the miniſters of the place, and 
they received him civilly, but not cordi- 
ally —he was much diſappointed—he had. 
reckoned of a hearty reception as a Prel- 
byterian, but national prejudice operate 
ſtronger than religious prejudice; for 
the Scots do not love the Iriſh: for what 
cauſe it is not our. preſent buſineſs to 
inquire. 

Another 
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Another diſadvantage attended him: 
though they were tolerably well ſatisfied 
with him as a man; of learning, he was 
deficient in that kind of ſolemn gravity, 
1 which. the Scots think neceſſary for a 
11 Meſs John, He preached a few times 
among them, but was not ſufficiently pro- 
8 fited by his Liverpool Lectures, to excel 
much in the edifying way; 

He could do nothing here by public 
| ſanction and approbation :. a very ne- 
ceſſary matter in Scotland, and without 


which, little is to be done in the begging 


1+ Ba. ond 


way : a few private donations was all he 


ww 


| cou d procure, and that but barely de- 
frayed his neceſſary expenſes. 

1 Ihe old proverb of. charity begins at 

home, alſo operated againit our Hero: 

L for a melancholy accident happening 

While he remained at Glaſgow, the re- 

. |  gards of the benevolent were properly 

| | turned to the objects of. miſery n areſt. 

to them, The maſiy chimney of an old 

K. 6 building 
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building in the Tron Gate, fell upon the 
roof and beating it in, buried the mo- 


ther of a family, and fix children in its 


ruins. | 
The mother was ſitting by the fire, 


with two of the children, who were twins, 


upon her knees, when the accident hap- 


| pened; theſe were killed upon the ſpot: 


the other four were buried under the 
ruins, where they remained for ſeveral 
hours before they could be delivered. 
The man who was from home, arrived 
almoſt as ſoon as the calamity happened: 
but what was his diſtreſs to find his whole 


family entombed in one heap of rubbiſh ! 
the agonies of mind which he felt from 


conjugal and paterpal ſympathy, gave 


uncommon energy to his nerves, and he 
| laboured with thoſe employed to remove 


the rubbiſh with double exertion, urging 
and encouraging his aſſiſtants by all the 


motives. his miſery could ſuggeſt four 
of the children were with difficulty 
got 
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got out alive, yet ſadly bruiſed and 
maimed. A gleam of joy ſhot through 


the poor man's heart at ſeeing them; a 


ſhort-lived joy, which expired at the 
ſight of the woman and the infants, 


macerated and burnt in a moſt enen 


manner. 

The regards of the benevolent 
Glaſgow, were properly turned, as we 
have obſerved, towards theſe miſerable 


objects, who deſerved their compaſſion: 


and as Leger went there to receive, and 
not to give, he retired to Edinburgh. 


He ſolicited the benevolence of this 
place, in vain: a want of proper recom- 


mendation from Glafgow, precluded all 
ſucceſs: lie was not ſo much as honoured 
with a pulpit, and private benefactions 
were fewer in number than at Glaſgaw— 


he turned nis back on Edinburgh, curſing 


the wary Scots, and ſaying * This was 
the moſt damnable ſbift he nad ever made 
in his life.“ 


He 
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He left his Preſbyterianiſm to the 
Devil and the Scots, as a matter he could 


make nothing o\—got to London in 2 
Berwick Smack, ſought out his old 
friend Peters, and the reſt of the gang, to 
conſult with them about future operations, 


He had a nominal. relidence at the 


houſe of one Solomons, a Jew, but his 
real lodging was a garret in &. Giles's ; he 


appeared daily. upon Change, as a mer- 


chant, and went by the name of Alverez. 
Under this diſguiſe he endorſed bi! for 
the fraternity, for a trifling premium, till 
a routing time came, which diſperſcd. 


them once more, each to hi for himſelf. 


Our man of ſhifts and his colleague 
Peters kept together, and formed 2 


ſcheme to recruit their finances, by de- 
-predations on tradeſmen: this was a mode 
of ſifting our Hero had not yet tried, 
but Peters was expert at it, and well 
knew the market where: to. diſpoſe of 

what they got. 
As 
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As Leger had by much the advantage 
of perſon] and manner, he aſſumed the 


character of a country gentleman, taking 


up his reſidence in town, in conſequence 
of a large acceſſion: to his eſtate. Peters 
was his valet, who was to report and 
vouch all this. A large and genteel 
houſe was taken in Mary-le- bone, near 
the Fields; and the cabinet- makers and 
upholders, ſet wo work to furniſh it in 
the moſt elegant manner: the braziers 
and iron-mongers were ordered to fur- 
niſh. culinary articles in a proper ſtile, 


and the linen-draper to ſend in a proper 


aſſortment of. bed and table linen. 


The houſe was to be ready for his re- 


ception by a certain day, and every thing 


compleat, and that day week all the 


tradeſmen were to attend with their bills 
ſor payment. While all this was doing, 
the gentleman was ſuppoſed to go into 
the country, and to return at the ap- 
pointed time. 


Peters 
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Peters was conſtituted Major Domo 
in his maſter's abſence, and received 
whatever goods were brought: he had a 
number of chair-women employed every 
day to clean the houſe, and ſet the things 
in order againſt the proper ſervants came 
up out of the country, which was to 


de a day or two before their maſter, that 


they might be ready to receive him. 
At the time appointed, Leger appeared 
and his tradeſmen attended to know if 


he approved of what they had ſent in. He 


affected to be much pleaſed upon the 
whole, and only requeſted ſome trifl.ng 


alterations; deſired them to be as mode- 


rate as poſſible in their bills, and at- 


tend him the next Monday at twelve, for 


payment. | 
They were punctual to the hour, and 


met at the door of the houſe: they 


knocked with the modeſt diffiiience of 


ſuitors at a great man's gate, and when 


no one anſwered to the door, ventured 
to 


10 
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to rap a little louder : ſilence continued 
within, and one of them looking up at 
the windows, perceived the ſhutters were 
put too, as if the houſe was empty: their 
fears were now alarmed that all was not 
right, and they plyed the knocker with 
force, but alas-in vain. 

Such a number of men knocking at 


a door, naturally drew attention, and a 


209 


crowd was ſoon collected ; all were in 


one general opinion that the tradeſmen 
had been fwindled, and that they ought 
to force into the houſe to ſeek after their 
property: this however was no eaſy taſk 
from the ſtrength of the faſtenings ; ſo it 
was agreed to ſcale a wall, and attempt | 


an entrance on the back part: this was 


effected, the ſtreet-door opened, and 
the crowd ruſhed 1n. 
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Folly puniſbel — Leger takes up his Abode 


with Mr. Pinkney—Leeger's Ob ſerva. 
tions on the Sectaries 


NDIGNATION and rage, ſeized every 
party concerned, at the ſight of the 


gutted apartments: the whole houſe was 
as empty of every article of furniture, as 
if none had entered. Oaths, curſes, and 
imprecations, reſounded through all the 


empty rooms; uttered by the unfor- 


tunate ſufferers: while among the ſpec- 


tators, the friends of juftice and fair-deal. 
ing joined in the execrations; the fools, 
who delight in miſchief, and are diverted 
at the ſufferings of others, enjoyed the 


ſcene, as a piece of high fun; and gladly 
embraced the opportunity to ſhew their 


wit, 
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wit, by ſarcaſting inſults __ the com 
plainants. 

One perſon in particular, diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf on this occaſion ; he was one 
of thoſe puppies, who by the inſolence of 
wealth, added to a brainleſs ſkull and an 
unfeeling heart, are frequently intolerable, 

te By G d,“ ſaid he, “ theſe fellows 
are cleverly taken in my life for it, if 
one could ſee their bills, they had pre- 
pared for a fine harveſt—a country gen- 
tleman was a delightful fowl to pluck— 
but he has given them a Rowland for 
their Oliver, and matched the raſcals in 
their own way.. e | 


He was proceeding in his witlold, 


when one of the agtieved parties, irri- 


tated by his infolence and his own mis- 
fortune, ſeized him by the collar, © Sir- 
rah,“ faid he, « you are concerned in 
this villany. and have the affurance to 
come here, and enjoy the fun of your 
datnned ſucceſs ; but curſe me if I quit 

my 


rudeneſs of the tradeſman's graſp, and 
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my, hold of you, until I have delivereſf, 


yoda to a conſtable, to give an account 
of the raſcals your aſſociates.” 
Maſter Billy was aſtoniſhed at the 


bawled out that he was a gentleman, and 
would make him ſuffer for this aſfaulz, 


« Damn your gentility,” ſaid the other, 


« we will try the merits of that in Po- 
land- ſtreet.“ Some perſons preſent, why 
knew. the Coxcomb, interfered, and al- 
ſerted their knowledge of his perſon and 
family, and that he could not be ſuſpedt 
ed of connections with ſwindlers, Be 
that as it may,” ſaid the enraged tradeſ. 
man, he is at beſt, an unprincipled, 
unfeeling, empty-ſkulled ſon of a bitch. 
So ſaying, he quitted his collar, and 
ſeized his noſe, which being remarkably 
long, was eaſily tenable: he led him 
by it to the threſhold, and with a kick 
on the breach, ſent him into the ſtreet. 


The 
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The aſſembly now diſperſed, ſome to 
wgh and ſome to mourn : as to the 
puntry gentleman and his valet, they 
id taken ſuch care of themſelves and 
he property, that the injured parties 
ould gain no intelligence of either: 
they ſold the booty and divided the pro- 
fit, which was ſufficient to maintain them 
in affluence, until the rumour about 
vindlers was ceaſed. 

Leger grew tired of his aſſociate Peters, 
xd wiſhed to get clear of him, but this 
he found no eaſy matter. The juſtice of 
bis country, however, ſtood his friend; 
for warrants being out againſt Peters for a 
forgery, he fled to Holland, and was loſt 
among the diſperſed of the tribes of Iſrael. 

Leger now went to lodge and board 
in the family of a Mr. Pinkney, a linen- 
iraper and haberdaſher, and from his 
pecious appearance of ſobriety, and con- 
tentedneſs with his accommodations, 

TI they 
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they took a great liking to him as a good 
ſort of a gentleman, 

Mr. Pinkney and family, were devout 
and ſerious perſons: they belonged to a 
congregation of one of the numerous 
ſets which abound in the city of Lon. 


don, They were plain, honeſt, and in- 


offenſive perſons, and quietly enjoyed 
their own mode of thinking and acting 
in religious matters, without diſturbing 
the quiet, or envying the liberty of 
others: more a great deal than can be 
laid, of many profeſſing ſuperlative god- 
lineſs. | 

When our Hero took up his abode 
with them, he had formed no plan of 
future adventure; he was exiſting on the 

Ipoils of his laſt exploit, and truſting to 
occurrences and the verſality of his own 
genius to improve them: he ſtudied this 
family, and their religious connections, 


and thought it might be poſſible to reap 


ſome advantage by them. 


He 
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He had never contemplated the ſec- 
taries with cloſe attention, but had taken 
vp a general notion of them, that their 
ſeperation from an -eſtabliſhment, and 
its emoluments, was a proof of their ho- 
neſty, whatever were their miſtates, But 
as neither honeſty nor religion, wereany 
concern of his in a ſerious way; he had 
ſcarcely beſtowed a thought upon the 
men or their differences, He now con- 
ſidered them attentively ; not only the 
ſociety the Pinkney's belonged to, but 
ſeveral others; and as he was penetrating 
and ſenſible, formed a judgment of them 
near the truth. 5 

What that judgment was, will appear 
from a few minutes which he wrote upon 
a looſe paper, and which he left by ac- 
cident behind him, when he left Mr, 
Pinkney's houſe, and which was in ſub- 
ſtance as foilows, 1 

« The vaſt number of chapels and 
mecting-houſes, under various and even 

| quaint 
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quaint denominations have led me to 
conſider, what can be the cauſe of this 
multiform appearance of religion? 

And firſt, it appears, that mankind 
are fond of myſtery and nonſenſe, in 
proportion as it is uttered with ardency 
and zeal: the matter, myſtery and non- 
ſenſe, is powerful through the folly of 
human nature, to delude; and excels in 
power, in proportion to its incompre- 
henſibility; but the manner, is moſt pow. 
erful: ſtrong lungs- rapid utterance— 
violent action, and brazen impudence, 
are irreſiſtable: where any of theſe is 
wanting, a goodly ſpice of the ſpiritual 
Billingſgate, in railing at, and flander- 
ing other denominations, has great effect. 

Secondly, I obſerve that the bulk of 
the people conſtituting theſe ſocieties, 


are plain, ſimple, unſuſpecting people; 


either too lazy, or too dull to examine 
what they hear and ſee; if it were not 
ſo, theſe ſocieties could not ſubſiſt. In 
pro- 


de 
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proportion, as it happens ſometimes to 
be otherwiſe, we fee the locieties ſcatter 


and diſſolve or divide and ſeparate into 


new chapels and congre2ations, 
Thirdly, I have thought, and upon 


ſcrutiny have found it true, that there are 
among them, men of deep heads and 


wily hearts—men of great pride, vanity 
and covetouſneſs—men of parts and dif. 


| ſimulation ; who rule and manage thoſe 


little communities, to their own advan= 
tage, I have obſerved, that theſe men 
generally have the lead; ſome in the 


teaching, and ſome in the managing way: 


that length and ſolemnity of counte— 
nance, volubility and boldneſs of diſ— 
courſe, cant and affectation to the hum- 


ble and ſubmiſſi ve—ialolence and over- 


bearing to the refractory, are marks of 


great grace, zeal for God, love of good- | 


neſs, and boldnels for truth, 
Fourthly, I have obſerved, that the 
teachers and managers of theſe fſocietics, 
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labour to eſtabliſh-the following maxims: 
That the teachers ſpeak, as God by his 


ſpirit, gives them utterance—the prayer 


before ſermon—the expreſſions in it—in- 
dicate that God ſpeaks by them—wo 
therefore be to thoſe who doubt or con- 
tradict - ſome even pretend to bring im- 
mediately from God, without premedi- 
tation, what they deliver to the people 
and demand implicit faith e of 
damnation. 

Fifthly, I obſerve, that the peculiar 
dogmas of their reſpective creeds, are 
guarded with the ſame ſanctions, and 
with greater ſtrictneſs than the moral 
virtues; and that is eſteemed by ſome, 
to be a more dangerous ſtate, to doubt 
of poſitions that ſhock common ſenſe, 
than to be guilty of a moral evil, _ 

Sixthly, J obſerve, that whereas for- 
merly the enemies of the ſectaries, gave 
them nic flames to vilify them; they 
are now tond of aſſuming names as marks 
of 
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of diſtinction. Hence we have heard of 


Naz arenes - Bevrans — Philadeip)riang— 
Evangelical Trinitarians.—Ebenezer— 
Salem Providence chapels, and many 
others - names aſſumed with a dclign to 
attract notice, and hung out like the 
ſign of a ſhop. 

Seventhly, I obſerve, that theſe cha- 
pels are guarded with turnpikes, or toll- 
gates, which forbid entrance any fur— 
ther than a little ſpace beyond the door, 
to any but thoſe who pay ſor their ac- 
commodation. There is no deyend- 
ance upon the precarious income of gen- 
erous voluntary contributions, It ſhout1 
be put up over every door, Point d'argent, 
point de ſuiſſe. Or in plain Engliſh, We 
teach for hire. 
once thought the ſeparation of the 
Sectaries from the Eſtabliſhment (I mean 
the preachers and managers) was a ſepa- 
ration from its emoluments; bur [ have 
altered my opinion. The men in que 

8 23 2 tion 
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tion were never likely to partake of thofe 
| emoluments, ſo have given up nothing: 
but if the obſervations I have made are 
juſt, they are in their preſent mode, in 
the way of getting ſomething, Emolu- 
meats in aa Eſtabliſhment, reſult from 
| patronage ; but in the Chapel-buſineſs, 
they ariſe from acquired influence over 

| the minds of men, 
| Eighthly, I obſerve, that mak of che 
leaders of theſe ſectaries, mingle confor- 
mity and nonconformity together : and 
while they ſeparate from the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, retain its forms for Sunday worſhip; 
are fond of its habits, and when they 
can, will ſmuggle an epiſcopal ordina- 
tion. They do nevertheleſs occaſionally 
pray without form, and preach without 
robes, to ſhew that they think theſe 
things of little conſequence ; but a diſ- 
cerning eye, can ſee, their trimming 
conduct, tends to get cuſtomers of all 
ſorts: they advertiſe their particular 
exhi· 
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exhibitions as quacks do their medicines, 


iaviting the public to attend. Upon the 
whole, I ſuſpect many of them, like my- 
ſelf, are men of ſhifts : and: when | review 
their managements, and the docility of 
their diſcipies, it ſeems ro open before 
me a field for adventure. | 
N. B. Theſe remarks: no way reſpect 
the regular diſſenters,. whoſe ſeparation 
was in its origin, a marked conſcienti- 
ouſneſs; and ſtill appears to retain its 
original nature.” ES 

We have inſerted theſe obfervations 
in this place, as they ſerve to throw a 
light upon. our Hero's next metamor- 
pheſis, and explain the motives from 
which he ated, 


Ls c HAP. 
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CHAP. 11 


Leger commences a Seftarian Preacher 
Comforts Mrs. Tabitha Pinkney, and 
makes ber Will — Sbe dies — His Con- 
tef for the Logacies, and Haar. 

Vid Leger took up his refidence 

with Mr. Pinkney, he profeſſed 
himſelf a lawyer, but that he did no bu- 

fineſs; except occaſionally to oblige a 

friend : they concluded from hence, that 

he had ſome certain dependance. 

As he was mach at home, he con- 
verſed much with the family; ſometimes 
on religious ſubjects, which he owned 
he did not, to his ſhame, greatly under- 
ſtand; for law, not goſpel, had been his 


ſtudy. He went with them frequently to 
chapel, 
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chapel, and ſoon became known to ſome 
of the principals there: 

His being Mr. Pinkney's lodger, was 
alſo a circumſtance that drew particular 
notice upon him: and as he ſoon became 
regular in his-attendance,.it was thought 
neceſſary to ſhew him ſome friendly at- 
_ tention; It was very eaſy to do this, 
for whenever any of the brethren viſited | 
there,. he was ſure to- throw wel i in 
their way. 

They began, with expreſſing their 
pleaſure at ſeeing him ſo frequently a- 
mong them, and their hopes that he 
found a/ bleſſing in ſo doing: he thanked 
them for their chriſtian kindneſs, ſaid 
he had too. much neglected his foul's 
concerns, but would now, by the grace 
of God,. atiend ſeriouſly to them ; and 
begged their friendly aſſiſtance in this 
important buſineſs. | 

The connection thus began, 8 
ad rapidly tarough every ſtage, until 

* 4 our 
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our Hero, who miſſed no opportunity 
of putting himſelf forward, was conſider. 
ed as a very gracious. man, and likely 
to be a very uſeful brother. 


His learning, volubility and earneſt- 
nels, raiſed him to great eminence and 


diſtinction; he made himſelf compleat 
maſter of all their peculiar tenets, and 
all their ſacred phraſeology: inſomuch, 
that he was ſoon looked upon as a man 
of God, cut out for much public uſe- 
fulneſs; and it was thought right, to 
perſuade and encourage him to exerciſe 
his gifts, for the edification of the church: 
he needed little or no prompting, no- 


thing more was neceſſary, but an ap- 


pearance of modeſty on his part, for the 


: roſtrum was the elevation at which he 


aimed, as a fituation that would give 
him peculiar influence among the people. 


His exerciſes were highly approved: 


that overbearing impudence that in- 


ſolent poſitivity—that ardent |  yocifera- 


tion, 
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tion, which, when a pleader at the Old 
Bailey, he conſidered as Demoſthenian 
eloquence; and the improvement he 
made in epithets, by copying a Medley 
of Sweets, had now a grand effect, and 
he was pronounced a powerful preacher. 
He was invited to employ his talents, in 
aſſiſting their paſtor, until God ſhould 
call him to more extenſive labours elſe- 
where. 

It is natural to ſuppoſe his qualifica- 
tions would procure him many admirers: 
they did ſo: and amongſt the reſt, Mrs. 
Tabitha Pinkney, the mother of his hoſt, 
was greatly edified and comforted by 
his labours. | ” 

This old lady, had. been many years 
a widow, was very infirm in body, and 
often much depreſſed in ſpirit, through 
doubts and fears about her eternal ſtate. 
She encouraged theſe from principle, as 
her teachers had perſuaded her, that ſuch 
a concern about her itate was a precious 

E 5 mark 
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mark that it was a good one, She was 
viſited by many of the judious godly, 
at her own requeſt, to whom ſhe related 
her difficulties ;, which they laboured to 


remove. 


Her huſband by his will, had left each 


of his children a ſufficiency to ſet off 
comfortably in trade; and the reſt of his 


fortune he left to his. widow, at her ſole 
diſpoſal, that her children might be in- 


_ duced to reſpect her. Her fortune was. 


confiderably more than was neceſſary for 


her own ſupport, and drew around her 


many comforters, who were comforted: 


by. her in return; for Tabitha. was an 


excellent woman, of a generous diſpo- 


ſition, and took delight in doing good: 


her enthuſiaſm indeed, often made her 


the dupe of ſome, who made a gain of 


godlineſs ; among theſe, our Hero was 
her principal favourite. 
As ſhe greatly. admired his paablis EX 


hibitions, ſo ſhe was greatly pleaſed with 
his 


0 
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his private converſation with ber about 
ſpiritual things many a guinea did he 


draw from her, on one pretence or other; 


as he had taken care to inform her that 
his income was ſmall, and that he was 
precluded from encreaſing it, by his at- 
tention to better things: and many a 
guinea paſſed through his hands, as her 
almoner; the greater part of which ſtuck 
to his fingers, nnd never reached the 
parties they. were deligned for, 

This office, however partially execut- 
ed, gave him great reſpect and influ- 
ence in the congregation : and it was to 


him applications were generally made, 


whenever. Mrs. Tabitha's bounty was 
ſolicited. This circumſtance proved of 
great ſervice to him, as we ſhall ſee in 
the ſequal. 

The money thus obtained, enabled him 
to indulge his appetites his own way, in 
places where it was not likely he ſhould 
be detected: and procured him thoſe 

L.6 luxuries 
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luxuries of eating and drinking, the fru- 


gality of Mr, Finkney's houſekeeping, 
and the appearance 1t was neceſſary for 
him to keep up, did not admit. 
Leger conſidered that Mrs. Tabitha 
Pinkney was not only mortal, but a very 
old woman; and that the comfortable 


reſource of her gifts to him, and her 


alms to others by him, would ſoon be 
cut off: he determined therefore to pro- 
vide againſt a rainy day. He had heard 
of preachers, who had made more by the 
death of their admirers,” than they gain» 
ed by their lives: he reſolved therefore 
to try to do-ſomething for himſelf. 

e took his opportunity, in one of 
their conferences on death. and futurity, 
to aſk her concerning the manner in 
which ſne had diſpoſed of the things of 
this world & «© Madam, ſaid he, you 
have made a good uſe of your wealth in 
your life-time, it is your duty allo, to 


after 
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after your death: you: are as much an- 


ſwerable for the diſpoſal of it at laſt, as 


you are for the preſent uſe of it: you, 
mould be very careful that no perſon 
having juſt expectations from your death, 
meet with a diſappointment, and that 
no room be left for mig ion. at n 
among your heirs. 265 
Another thing I would auge hes 
1s, that the cauſe of God and religion, 
and the poor of the congregation will. 
loſe a great ſupport when you are taken 
away from us: and as providence has 
bleſſed your children with conſiderable 
ſucceſs in the world, I leave it with you 
to think, whether it is not your duty to 
make ſome proviſion in this reſpect.“ 
« Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Tabitha, „I hope 
have been conſcientiouſly attentive to 
theſe things; I have made my will ta 
my own mind, and in the fear of God: 
1 am, nevertheleſs, much obliged to 
you for your Chriſtiana concern. that 1 


ſhould. 
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ſhould do right, I hope you will always 
be faithful to me as iny ſpiritual friend,” 

« am glad, Madam,” ſaid he, * that 
you have a Will, you did well to attend 
to that important concern I hope it 
was drawn up by a proper hand.“ « By 
my own,” ſaid ſhe, © I wrote it myſelf.” 
«. Pardon me, Madam,” faid he, for 
though L have the higheſt opinion of 


your good ſenſe, yet the buſineſs of Will- 


making, is fo diſtinct from what proper» 
ly. belongs to ladies, that I ſhould trem- 


ble at the fate of a Will drawn uf by a. | 


female hand.“ 
« ] am told,” ſaid "I « It is a good 


one, but L will fetch it, and you ſhall 


peruſe it; I recollect you are a lawyer, 
and if any. thing is wrong, you can fet it 


right.“ The Will was fetched, it was 
read and reprobated, as laying the foun- 


dation of litigation. at law: for his. part, 
nothing in the world could be more eaſy 
than to ſer aſide ſuch a Will, But fo 
| _ 
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it is,” ſaid he, when perſons depart 
from their own particular province, they 
commit infinite blunders. I. fee you 


have been judicious in your legacies, but 


there are fo. many errors in form, that: 
the Will cannot ſtand.. 

As L am a lawyer, l muſt Anderten 
theſe matters, but to make you eaſy, 1 
will write you another from this as my 


guide, which ſhall be ſecure in point of. 


form.” The gaod-lady begged him to. 
ſet about it, as ſhe wiſhed to have every 


thing right for both worlds. “ There 
is no great haſte, Madam,” ſaid he, .ag 
you have made up your. mind to your 
ſatisfaction. God I hope will long ſpare- 
you as a bleſſing to us, and as the ground. 
work is laid, when we fee danger, we- 
can eaſily give it form: let us talk of 
fomethiong more important. 


On all his future viſits, he took every 


opportunity to magnify his friendſhip | 
and ſervices to the old lady, and ſome- 
: times 


%% ⁵ TE RN ICE DIET 
n f 6 
"I * TRE b IE Eno i 


Li 
ul 
* 
U 
U 
I 
= 
l 
f 
© 
"© 
35 
«© $4 / 
4 * 
1 
N E 
[] * 
» 
n 
4 
1 of 
1 
72 
F ' 
* 
. - 
\ 
DO - 
l 
0 7 
* 3 
' : 
E 
41 1 
—_— - 
. 
1 
0 
1 
, [1 * 
. \ - 
d 1 py 
IHE: 
=Y *. 7 
| r 
r 
„ 5 
of, | £ 
11 : 
4 4 in 3 
r 
. 
ta 1 2 
17 * 
Fl # 
. 
2 þ 4 
. F - 
4 
”—_— 
* 72 I 
" — 
5 * n N 1 
» 1 F 4 « £ 
x 174 1 
. 1 L 
6 4 5 
14 
2 
£m 
2 N 5 
1 F 
v4 *F 9 
3 
os s 
LE 14 
28 
4 = „ 
4 
1 {3 
Fe 
2 
7 E \ 
I; by 
A | 
nr 9 
N 
Ln 
CI: : 
5 q 
1 
F.C " 
3 2. . 
A I 
,. 
R 
.E 
c 2 
A 
TE 
* 
= 
* 
1 
BE | 
A >| 
14 
* 
J&L 
7 f 
5 
[ 
Fe 
1 1 
= 15 
'S 
a 
1 
, 


232 ADVENTURES OF 


times to intimate how great a ſufferer he 
mould be by the loſs of her patronage ; 
but he truſted in God, who had hitherto 
provided for him when he was not his 
ſervant, would certainly provide for him 
now he was, 
+ Mrs. Tabitha at laſt took the hint, 
and one day begged him to ſet abour 
her will; at the ſame time, telling him; 
that in conſideration. of his friendſhip 
and ſervices, ſhe wiſhed him to inſert a 
legacy for himſelf of fifty pounds: he 
thanked her for her love, but thought 


any thing to him had better be omitted, 


her children might think much of it, 


and he did not with. to grieve, them, God 


would provide for him. 

Upon her intreaty, he wrote the will 
exact in all particulars, though varying 
in ſtile with her other will, except where 
mention was made of himſelf; there he 
took the liberty, inſtea! of fifty, to in- 
ſert one hundred. He read the will 
but retained the word fifty in reading; 

5 ſne 


9 


„ 
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ſhe ſigned and delivered it in preſence of 
witneſſes, as her laſt will and teſtament: 
it was ſealed up and laid by, and never 
more read till after her death, 

We have obſerved that our Hero was 
called to aſſiſt the Paſtor i in the labours 
of the Pulpit; this for a conſiderable time 
was very acceptable; but Leger's grow 
ing popularity and influence, made his 
colleague at laſt wiſh to get rid of him. 
Preachers can as ill bear rivals as beauties: 
gain is not the only emoluments ſought 
by chapel- Keepers, but applauſe and ad- 
miration: the congregation broke into 
parties: ſome ſided with the paſtor, and: 
thought Leger took too much upon him; 
while others pleaded that the aſſiſtant's 
labours, which were by their own re- 
queſt, deſerved a recompenſe out of 
the income of the chapel: Leger him- 
lelf profeſſed neutrality, but he uſed 
erery means to ſtimylate his friends in 


244 * $654 
_ contention, 
Dy At 
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At laſt an event turned up, which 
produced a kind of truce to their qua: 
re]: a congregation in. South Wales 
wanting a preacher, it was judged: pto- 
per to recommend our: Hero to them, 
and letters of treaty paſſed and repaſſed 
92 the ſubject, 

Mrs. Tabitha Pinkney was about this 
time taken ill of her. laſt ſickneſs, and 
at her requeſt, and by his own free-will, 
Leger put off his Welch journey to at- 
tend her in her laſt moments.. She paid 
the debt of nature, and was ſolemnly 
interred in the chapel burying-ground: 
our Hero made am oration at her grave, 
and the paſtor preached her. funeral ſer- 
mon: an honour Leger aſpired to, for 
the ſake of the guinea, but was refuſed 
by Mr Pinkney, who in the late con- 
teſts, had not thought ſo favourable of 

him as heretofore. 
It is in the power of money, or ra- 
ther the love of it, to make violent 
breaches, 
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breaches, even 'in the communion of 
faints. Mr. Pickney had reckoned upon 
receiving moſt of his mother's fortune at 
her death: but in this he was difappointed: 
ſhe had made a more equitable and im- 
partial diſtribution of it among her ehil- 
dren than he expected: and when the 
vill was read thus far, he looked very 
grave: then came her donations to the 
church and poor; and he began to be 
angry : but when Leger's legacy of a 
hundred pounds was anounced, he grew 
outrageous, and declared fome unfair 
means had been made uſe of to induce her 
to leave a ftranger ſuch a ſum : the laſt 
dauſe, which named him executor, and 
teſiduary legatee, a little comforted him, 
as he was determined to diſpute the 
hundred pounds. T x6 
Leger demanded it as his legal right, 


and as he had been artful to infert in 


the will, that it ſhould be paid immedi- 
1 after the death of the teſtator; he 
demanded 
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apoſtles were preſſed into the ſervice ot 


demanded immediate payment, Muchal, 
tercation took place between them: Leger 
charging Pinkney with the. ſin of covet 
ouſneſs, called him an- idolater, a lover 
of the world, and an enemy of God, 
The other in return, called him a deſigns 
ing knave;. a tricking ſharper, and a 
wolf inſheep's cloathing. Prophets ant 


each party, to furniſh them with words 
to abuſe each other. | 

The affair began to make a noiſe in 
the world, and Leger was contemptu 
ouſly turned out of his lodging: : the So- 
ciety they belonged to, thought proper 
to call the parties and their cauſe before 
themſelves, with a view to prevent theit I in 


going to law: the cauſe was heard, and Iſl © 


the clauſe of the will read, which ſpeci- I 
fied,. that for various friendly ſervices, al 
and kind offices performed towards her- 4 


ſelf and family, ſhe bequeathed to the 
Rev. 
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Rev. Anthony Leger, the ſum of one 
hundred pounds, payable immediately 
afcer her death, | 

The general voice was in favour of 
Leger, and Pinkney was requeſted to 
ſtop a clamour ſo diſgraceful to religion, 
by paying the money. He alledged, 
that Leger had obtained it by fraud, 
that his mother had never mentioned to 
him any ſuch Legacy, and he was certain 
in his own mind, that ſhe knew nothing 
of the matter; that had it been a ring, 
or even mourning, he ſhould have had 
no ſuſpicion, but the enormous ſum of 
one hundred pounds, was not to be 
parted with eaſily. | 
re Leger pledged on his Cart: for his 
eir integrity in the "buſineſs, his conſcienee 


nds a chriſtian and a miniſter, and his 


honour as a gentleman, which ſet him far 
3, above the arts of a petty tradeſman— a 
covetous muckworm—a dirty — and he 
* had certainly in his warmth ran into ſcur- 
rility 
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rility, had he not been called to order, ſi 


and reminded of what became his cha- 


racter. 


Pinkney perſiſted in calling Leger 
a ſharper and fraudulent fellow, charged 


the Society with partiality and injuſtice; 
and intimated that he would if he could, 


diſpute the legacies left to them—he 


was therefore delivered over to ſatan, as Iſ, 
a coverous worldly man, a falſe accuſer, I 


and a ſlanderer of Chriſt's miniſters, 
Some few days after the contending 

patties met by accident, and began mu- 

tually to abuſe each other. Hark ye, 


' Pinkney, you are, you know, delivered 
to the devil, have you no ſenſe of fear 


for the awfulneſs of your ſtate ?” „Not 
at all,“ ſaid Pinkney, „I am no ſuch a 
fool, as to be gulled out of a hundred 
pounds by ſuch a bug-bear.” Bug- 
bear, ſir!” ſaid Leger, looking fiercely 
in his face, «then I will play the devil 
with you myſelf: thou fool! thouaſs! I am 

a 
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ſouſe you.” 


« Hey day! my reverend brother, whae 
wear ? what throw off the cloke at 


jour brethren of this language.“ 
«-Acquaint them if you will, you fool, 


43 you noddy ; you are caſt out already, as 


5 I falſe accuſer, and do you think they 
vill believe you now? pay me the money, 


g Wor I will not leave you a ſhirt to your 
u- Whack.” 


©, MW Pinkney was aſtoniſhed and confounded 
d Wat Leger's language, and began to be 
ar Mfighted at his threats—he went to a 


t Mlawyer to aſk advice, but met with no 
2 conſolation, as he could produce no evis 
d cence of fraud. He paid the money, 
3 and our Hero ſet off upon his Welch 
ly expedition. | 


2 BI 15 


CHAP. 


lawyer, and underſtand as many quirks 
of law as * one, and by G-d mM. 


© Wonce ? depend upon it, I ſhall acquaint 
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- Leger's Converſation with Hugh Lewellin 
Wilt of that N 


Loden was ſcarcely departed from 
London, when the paper we have 


mentioned, containing his obſervations 
on the Sectaries, was found in a cloſet in 
the appartment he occupied in Pinkney's 
houſe: this was accounted a valuable 
acquiſition, as it tended to juſtify the 
ſuſpicions Pinkney had entertained, re- 
lative to his mother's will: it could ſtand 
him in no ſtead as to the hundred pounds, 
but he ſent down a copy of it to the 
Welch congregation to which our Hero 
Was going, and it was juſt time enough 
to 
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to meet him there, and defeat all proſ- 
pects of adventure among them. 

He did this out of mere revenge, to 
ſpoil the ſucceſs of our Hero where he 
was gong, more than from the laudable 
motive of expoſing the artifices of hy- 
pocritical and deſigning men, which the 
paper painted out; nevertheleſs, the 
reaſoning of the paper convinced him, 
that the chapel- buſineſs was a retail trade, 
and ought, by ſome mode or other to be 
ſubjected to the ſhop-tax, 1 5 
We will leave Mr. Pinkney to enjoy 
his on ſentiments, and attend our Hero 
on his journey. He arrived at Mon- 
mouth, without any remarkable occur- 
rence at the inn there, he met with a 
gentleman, ho was going the greater 
part of his road: they, ſoon became 
pleaſed with each other, ard. agreed i 
join, company, («id travel gogether, 

„It, ſhquid, have been. obſer ved, that 
"BE Leger left London, he laid aſide 
Vor, III. M whatever 
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whatever was peculiar-to the laſt. cha- 
rafter he had aſſumed there; and thought 
fr would be time-envough to take it up 
again, when he got to his deſtination, 
and had occaſion to uſe it. He was 
ſimply a gentleman of no buſineſs, the 
beſt character in the world, to travel with, 
to avoid impertinent inquiries, 
The gentleman our Hero joined com. 

guy with, at this place, was an honeſt 
intelligent Welchman: he was young, 
but of great ſobriety and ſteadineſs; he 
was a man of learning, and far his years, 
had profited much by his obſervations, 
He was therefore an . inſtructive and 
conſequently a [pleaſing companion. 
Their converſation the firſt evening, 
was chiefly miſcellaneous, but at laft 
turned vpan religion, and particularly 
the nations and cuſtoms of the metho- 
diſts of South Wales: er me ſubs 


Q * 


FF 
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« As to their peculiar notions. in divi- 


nity, the particular articles in their 
Creed,“ ſaid the gentleman, * can ſay 


nothing, as I believe they differ very 


much among themſelves: but they ap- 
pear to me, to be enthuſiaſtic in their 


devotions, to the laſt degree : yet much 
of this enthuſiaſm depends upon the cre- 


dit and reputation the ꝑreacher has among 


them. If he is one of great eminence, 
the people will follow him from place to 
place; ſome. have travelled even thirty 
miles from home on theſe occaſions 
their aſſemblies are often tumultuous 


and noiſy, and the ſhouts of the Gogo- 
nion and Hallelujah, relound from every 


quarter. of the place.“ | 
Ch Gogonion,” | ſaid Leger, U I what 


d they mean, by that, fire” 


ce ..” "ni or glory,” laid the . 


cc and it is uſed to expreſs the rap- 


= they feel from the ſubjects they are 
hearing: my countrymen are iadiffereat 
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about nothing —they are ardent in every 


-thing, hether they eſpouſe or oppoſe; i 
+and in' religion, when that takes them in wy 
the head, they ſometimes act as if they 
were mad: It has often happened, that ; 


when one of their powerful preaches; 
:has:throughly warmed them, Gogonions Fe 
and Hallelvjahs have not ſufficed; they 
have proceeded to {mite one another on 
the ſhoulder: the women to pull off one ke 
another's caps and handkerchiefs, and to 
roll promiſcuouſiy together on the floor g 
the fervour has laſted after the meeting ., 
has broke up, and Infantry and Cavalry 
have ſhouted and ſung all the way home; 
and many a good horle has been ſpoiled 

he the enthuſtaſtic-fervour of bis rider” 
Leger heard all this with great attet- 
tion, and thought within himſelf, that 
his journey was not unpromiſing: that 
his buſineſs would be to ferment theit 
paſions to delu le their underftandings; 
and then he might make a Shift to do 
ſomething 
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bmcthing among them: but he pro- 


N Lcceded to inquire further. * 

Sir,“ ſaid he; et theſe people ſeem» 

/ by their ſimplicity to lie open to the 
craft of deſigning men: Do not their 

55 6 TO 

7 preachers ałe pretty pickings of them? 


I believe not,” ſaid the gentleman, 
© they ſeem to- be as great enthubaſts as 


honeſt. men: now and then contribu- 
tions have been levied upon them under 
falſe gretences by perſons from England, 
which has made 5 aware of im- 
poſtors,”” 


ll «Well fir,” ſaid Lauer, what oth 
mM peculiarities have they ?” 
1 


« They are very credulous, fir,” ſaid 
the other, „ and believe almoſt any 
marvellous ſtory about miraculous in- 
terpoſitions- of providence ; they have 
almoſt as many legends of this kind as 
the Roman Catholics; and though. no- 
i M. 3 thing 


= 
"Fee. 


their hearers, but appear to be very 
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thing miraculous has happened for ma- 
ny years paſt, they fti!l keep up the cre- 
Git of theſe rales, and attribute it to the 
. Qecline of religion among them, that no- 
thing new happens now. 
I I will give you one of theſe legends. 
as a fample.” In a time of great dearth, 


a good man, a farmer, in Brecknockſhire, 


put 4 quantity, of meal in a cheſt, which 
be intended to deal out daily to the poor 

28. long as it ſhould 4aft :- he continued 
his piovs work a long while, but the 
ſame quantity of meal ſtill remained. 
His own family-ſtock was exhauſted, and 
his family was. obliged: to. have recourſe: 
to the cheſt—it was ſtill inexhauſtible. 
And what was equally wonderful, a ſmall 
ſpring, near the houſe, after the eows 
had gone dry for want of ſufficient fod- 


der, flowed every day wath. milk inſtead 


of water, at the hours of milking.” 


They are equally credulous:about ſu - 


pernatural appearances; but in this they 
| Is 0 


* 
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ate not peculiar,. moſt of the common 

people in Wales, are ſuperſtitious in this 
reſpect It is ſaid to be peculiar to the 
dieceſe of St. David, that before any 
fiek- perſon dies, lights like candles, are 
ſeen to paſs: from the houſe: along the 
chureh path: and that this appearance is 
in conſequence of St. David, praying 
that every ſick. perſon in his dioceſe” 
might have timely warning of their death. 
Out of that dioceſe, the blue burning of 
their own candles, do as well as St. Da- 


vid's, for it is generally conſidered. as 
| premonitorys- | 1 


It is wonderful, (continued che gen- 
deman) that my fellow- Britons, whoſe 
faculties are as bright, and their mental 
powers as: ſtrong; as: the people of other 
nations; it is wonderful, I ſay, that they 
ſhould be ſo tenacious of theſe things, 


but prejudices founded on old tradition 


are hard to be eradicated,” 
M4 « True,” 


2% ADVENTURES of 


1 True,“ ſaid Leger, « and they lay 
a fine foundation for the artful to work 
upon: but are you a Welchman, fir, and 
ſo freely expofe the weakneſſes of your 


countrymen?” „ I am,” faid he, © my 


name is Hugh Llewellyn, I may pro- 
bably before we part, give you ſome ac- 
count of myſelf ; and as to my country- 
men, I love their virtues, though I treat 
_ their weakneſſes with freedom. But we 
both require reſt after the fatigues of 
travelling.” 

The next day, as. they i they 
paſſ 1 a noble ruin, which Leger in- 
. quired. che name oft lx is called,” ſaid 


Llewellyn, “ Rayland Caſtle ; it was, in. 


che time of the civil war, a garriſon for 
the king: and a ſtrong place it was, but 


Cromyell deſtroyed it: they ſay, he got 


poſſeſſion of it, through the treachery of 
a girl that was in the garriſon: and a win- 
dow is ſhewn, through which ſhe waved. 
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a handkerchief, as the ſignal for the 


troops to enter.“ 


&« am fond of ſeeing ſuch-ruins,” ſaid: 


Leger, „both becauſe they are monu- 
ments recording hiſtorical facts, and re- 
call paſt. tranſactions to memory, and, 
becauſe they add a beauty to, 1 land- 
ſeape about them.? ; 
4 think, » ſaid Llewellyn, ec the 
beauty would be greater if the . 
was compleat.“ | 
«© By no means, fir,” ſaid Leger, « it 
is its being in ruins, that gives ſo pic- 
tureſque an appearance to the ſcene be- 
fore us. But let us leave this ſubject: 
when will you gratify me with your ſto+ 
ry.?'? „ When we ſtop to-dine,” replied 
the other, © for as the weather is warm, 


it will be agreeable if re dale wait 


for the cool of the evening.“ 

After dinner Leger again claimed. he 
promiſe-of his fellow traveller, who aſ- 
ſented, and proceeded as follows, 
Sl N. 5 « My 
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My father, fir, is a gentleman of 
moderate fortune in North Wales; his 
reſidence is near. Cxrgurley, on the bor. 
der of Denbighſhire :. his, family is large, 
and I am one of the younger branches. 
of it. My father's pleaſure and my in- 
clination was, that I ſhould be brought 
up to the church. My father's induce- 
ment, was the patronage of the Wynn. 
family; in whoije intereſt he was, and. 
of whom he expected a preſentation. 
for me: Mine, was an earneſt: deſire 
after knowledge, and. I conſidered the 
clerical line as highly favourable to lite- 
rary purſuits: from the Grammar School, 
1 went to Oxford, and having. obtained: 
a Bachelor's degree, began. to. think of 
entering into orders. 

A difference in political aantimentz, 
at the approach of an election for the 
County, cut off the hope under which 
1 was educated, and cauſed me to lay 
aſide the thought. of. taking orders, for 

| | the 
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the preſent: I continued at home with 
my father, and uſed the exereiſes of the 
field, for the: benefit of my bodily health, 
and courted the muſes for the improve- 
ment of my mind.“ 
« But was not your father to blame, 


think you?“ ſaid Leger, „to give up 


his expectations for you, for the ſake of 
a paltry election affair?“ Why, Rr, 
ſaid Hugh Llewellyn, my father has as 
good Britiſh, blood in his veins; as the 
Wynns, and is more nobly deſcended, as 
he derives his pedigree from Llewellyn, 


prince of North Wales: His mother was 


deſcended from Cradog, another famous 


chief of our nation; and J aſſure you, 


the. Welch value themſelves much, and 
ate much reſpected on account of their 
genealogies. My father thought his ho- 
nour concerned in ſupporting his inde- 
pendance: he was always happy to con- 
cur with the Wynns, when his ſenti- 
ments .coincided with theirs, but he had 
| = M 6 too 
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too much welch pride to join the intereſt; 
of any family, however rich and ꝓòwer- 
ful, where there was. nothing better in 
his opinion to induce him to it, but the 
expectation of their favours,” 


«. By. God;” faid Leger, your facher h 
is a brave fellow, and you are another: 


I love to patroniſe and ſupport the ſpi- 


rit of independency. I believe I have 
it in my power, or. ſhall. ſoon have it, 


to reward you for your generous concur- 
rence with your noble father,” | 


« God bleſs yau,. ſir,” ſaid Llewellyn, 


« my father and myſelf, will own. our- 


ſelves. much obliged to you, if you can. 
ſerve us by your intereſt: and ſhall al-. 
ways be ready to ſhew aur gratitude. in. 


every honourable way.“ 


« My intereſt,” ” ſaid Leger, 46 J. —_ 
do much for you with that: but 1 will 
do it myleif, by my own proper right, 


and you ſhall be beholden to no one but 
me for it; and 1 will leave y your in- 


dependance 


de 
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dependanee untouched, I will not care 
which fide you take in politicks,” 

* You are good, fir, very good,” ſaid 
Hugh; © how will my father rejoice, and 
make his. cup of Metheglin- ſparkle to 
drink your health, when I inform him 
that this unfortunate jourpey, as he 
thought it, has turned out ſo exceeding 
lucky.” | 

. Well, go on with your ſtory,” ſaid 
Leger, „ and we will talk of theſe mat. 
ters hereafter.“ 

« My heart,” faid Hugh, © had hi. 
therto been a ſtranger to love; a few 
college-amours had engaged it for a few 
weeks or months, and it regained its 
uſual liberty, but now the caſe was al- 
tered; the charms of the beautiful Wini- 
fred Evans, ſubdued me palt the power 
of roving; and | ſought every opportu- 
nity of making her ſeakible of her con- 
queſt, I ſucceeded in my addreſſes, and: 
gained an intereſt in her heart. 


Had 
1 
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HFad we been. at liberty to follow our 
inclinations, I had not been a wanderer; 
but a powerful rival; ſpoiled all our proſ- 
pects of happineſs. Her beauty had cap- 
tivated the heart of Owen Davies, he 
aſked her of her father, and his propo- 
fal was accepted: Owen is a clown, an 
unlettered brute, he lives upon his own: 
eſtate, which he farms himſelf, and is 
allowed to be one of the beſt farmers in 
the Country: his paternal fortune was 
good; induſtry and parſimony had made 
it great. His table ſeldom bears a hea- 
vier load, than a few-eggs-and ſome ba- 
eon; the produce of his on yard: and 
his cup is repleniſhed for extraordinary ex- 
kileration, with a little weak Metheglin, 
the produce of his own Bees: At com- 
mon ſeaſons, a draught of Butter-milk 
or Whey, quenches his thirſt :: his years 
are almoſt double thoſe of Winifred, 
and his perſon ſtovenly and unhandſome.” 
« (Good. 
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„ Good God!” exclaimed Leger, 
« What could you. have to fear from; 
ſuch a rival? In what reſpe@.could he: 
be formidable to you? | 

% Not with regard to Winifred's af - 
fections for he is calculated to excite- 
loathing rather: than. love: but Mr. 
Evans, though he diſapproves of his 
clowniſh and ſlovenly manner and ap- 
pearance; yet he approves of his parſi⸗ 
mony, and is enamoured of his fortune. 
Money is: the old man's idol: and he. 
concei ves it the beſt good he can pro- 
cure for his daughter: he 1s himſelf” 


rich; richer than my father, whom he 


treated with diſdain for his application, 


” in my favour; He commanded Winifred : 


to receive-Owen's addreſſes, and to re- 
fuſe to ſee me more. 

How: vain are paternal elite to» 
tem the tide, , or: alter the current of 
love !' my father's pride was: hurt by the- 
refuſal ; his nobility, though untitled, 

Was 
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was inſulted by it: he conſidered his 


pedigree, as amply equivalent to the. 
riches of Evans, and wiſhed me to 
drop the affair: I begged. him: to for- 


give me if I diſobeyed him, but my love 


was too powerful to ſuffer: me to prac- 


tice that prompt obedience to his will L 


had always done. © You mult try Hugh, 
the neceſſity of the caſe requires it: your 
family is. inſulted. in you. 


eenAN 
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CHAP. XVHL 


Hugh Llewellyn in Continuation. 


" WS ERIN prohibitions were in 


vain to both of us. Winifred and 


I found frequent opportunities to meet; 
when we renewed our vows lamented 


our reſtraints, and heartily wiſhed Owen 
Davies at the devil. As I never appear 


ed near the. houſe, we were long un- 
ſuſpected: we met at a tenant's of my 
father's, who was intirely in my intereſt, 
and whom ſhe was not ſuppoſed to know. 
She herſelf undertook to hold Owen at 
bay, and at length to tire him out, and 
provoke him to leave her: what that 
deliverance might work for us, we could 

: not 
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not tell, but our fears, on his rom: 
would then be over. 

Short lived are all the joys: of life, and 
often rendered fo by our too eager en- 
joyment ;. theſe ſtolen interviews con- 
ſtituted all our: preſent happineſs, and 
we repeated them too frequently. Wini- 


fred was always fond of a ſolitary walk, 
but ſhe grew more fond of walking than 


ever; and was longer abſent: her Aunt, 
who kept her father's houfe; and who of 


eonſequence was her Duenna, had ber 


watched; our meetings of courſe: were 
n detected: 

- Mrs: Abigail Evans, was an ancient 
virgin, L verily believe, as her figure 


when young, I am ſure, would have 


palled the appetite of the coarſeſt clown; 
and now ſhe is old, her ughneſs has 
made her ſuſpected of being a witch, 
She is warm in the intereſt of Davies, 
for ſhe is as covetous as the devil: the 
fight” of one of his guineas now and 
then, 
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then, made her perfectiy vigilant. She 


acquainted her brother. and Owen with: 


the diſcovery ſhe had made; Winifred | 


was ordered never to ſtir out without 
her Duenna; and to keep Abigail faith- 
ful and watchful, the profits of: the hen 
rooſt were added to her perquiſites. 
Winifred thus committed to the care 
of Abigail, the old: hag propoſed: to 
deep with her; but this ſhe perempto- 
rily told her father, ſhould not be: ſhe 
had enougk of the old beldam in the 
day, and was reſolved to have her hours; 
of repoſe uninterrupred : he ſaid, He: 
had given her Aunt abſolute authority, 
and it was her duty and intereſt to ſub- 
mit.“ From that moment, ſhe deter- 


mined to torment her, by all the means 
that female ſpite could contrive. 


When Winifred retired to: reſt, her 
Keeper folewed' her: What do you: 
here 7 ſaid the niece, get to your own- 


wom, or I proteſt you ſhall paſs ſuch a 


night. 
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night of torment as you never paſſed- in 
your life,” © Very well, Miſs Winny, we 


ſhall ſee that; here, pin this ribbon about 


my head, to keep my night -· cap tight.“ 
Winifred, glad of an opportunity to be- 
gin her operations; took the largeſt pin 


ſhe could find, and with a carcleſs air, 


pinned the ribbon through cap, ſkin and 
fleſh. Abigail roared aloud, and brought: 


| her brother, and all the ſervants, to 


know what was the matter ſhe ſoon ex- 
tracted the pin from her head, and was' 
pouring out a torrent off abuſive lan- 
guage on- poor Winifred : the ſervants» 
laughed heartily, and departed, Mr. 
Evans. refuſed to interfere and 45 chem 


allo. 


The old lady had a favourite ſet of 
antique china, which ſtood on a cheſt of 


drawers, in Winifred's room; of theſe 


ſhe was exceedingly careful: Huſly,” 
ſaid ſhe, remove my cloak from that 


table.“ Winifred obeyed, by ſnatching 
4 SR | vp 
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up the cloak, and with an air of anger 
and contempt, threw it from her in ſuch 


a2 direction as to ſweep the greater part 


of the china before it, and a moſt terri- 
ble laughter was made. Abigail, ready 
to burſt with rage, flew to the ſcene of 
deſolation, while Winifred, pretending 
Aurpriſe at what ſhe had done, took the 
candle to light her, and as ſhe ſtooped 
to gather up the fragments, ſer fire to 
her cap, and burned the greater part of 
her hair off her head. Abigail ſwore 
cher neice had a deſign upon her life, and 
withdrew to her own room to meditate 
revenge. | 
She ever after contented nerſelf Sick 


the key of Winifred's apartment, and 


locked her up carefully every night; in 
the day; ſhe inſiſted on her attending her 
whenever ſhe went about her buſinels, 
for ſhe was not to be truſted out of her 
ſight: letters might be wrote, or mel- 
ſages ſent, but ſhe would take care to 


prevent 
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prevent them. So they viſited every 
place that required care and inſpection 
until they came to the hen - rooſt: this 
was Abigail's peculiar property. As ſoon 
as they entered, Winifred made ſhift to 
ſet her foot upon a young duck, and 
killed it: Abigail giving her an angry 


puſh, ſhe ſtaggered, purpoſely, upon 4 


neſt of eggs nearly hatched, which the 
hen had juſt quitted for food; of theſe 
ſhe demoliſhed nearly half: Abigail 
ſcolded like a fury, and gathering vp all 
the eggs that were for market, into a 
baſket, bid her carry them in, and try f 
the could not break them by the way. 


This Winifred was determined to do: 
and pretending to be frightened at a 
running cow, threw down the baſket, and 


took to her heels. The ſight of the 
ſmaſhed eggs, wrought Abigail's pa- 
ſions into ſuch a tempeſt, that ſhe raved, 
curſt and ſwore like one diſtracted. 
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Every day brought ſome raſh calamity 
upon poor Abigail, for Winifred's in- 
genuity was always at work to contrive. 
miſchief, which Owen was obliged to 
repair by his preſents: he continued his 
viſits, which Winifred was compelled to 
receive, though ſhe always candidly told 
him her heart and vows were another's.; 
a confeſſion which put him upon the bar- 
barous deſign of deſtroying me. 
Winifred knew that I ſhould leave 
nothing unattempted to keep our cor- 
reſpondence open; perſuaded that I 
Hould ſurround the houſe, to watch for 
a ſignal, when every light was out but 
her own, ſhe ſet it in her window, which 
looked into the garden: I leaped the 
fence, and giving a . that td was 


down a letter by a ſtring, 
faſtened another in return, oo 

This mode of correſpondenee co 
tinued awhile, and I at laſt perſuaded -- 


Winifred, 
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| Winifred, by the moſt ſolemn - promiſes 


of honour, to permit me to enter the 


window. I did ſo by the help of a lad- 


der, which I fo carefully replaced at my 
departure, that no one could tell! it had 
been removed. 
1 mentioned Owen's attempt upon 
my 1 2 I had been at Wrexham, to 
market for my facher, and ſtayed ſome- 
what late. I obſerved Owen quitted the 
\ town before me: as I was riding home, 
2 piſtol was fired at me from behind a 
hedge, and the ball grazed my ſhoulder: 
the flaſh and report, made my horſe fly, 


fo that I could make no diſcovery who 


it was: as ſoon as I recovered the go, 
vernment of my horſe, I returned to 
the ſpot, but no one appeared; I con- 
cluded therefore it muſt be Owen, but 
as 1 had no proof, I was eat about my 
ſuſpicions. | 


Mr. Evans was tired with Winifred 
obſtinacy—Abigail was tired of, being 


_ 
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tormented—Owen was tired of making 
preſents to Abigail, and fruitleſs viſits 


to Winifred—they met in counſel, and 


it was agreed, that her father ſhould 


compel her to marry Owen the next 


weck, and ſhe had notice given her to 
prepare for it. 
This was a dreadful keene to both of 


us; but Winifred was determined to 


periſh rather than ſubmit, Filled with in- 


dignation at the horrid purpoſe, ſhe was 


eaſily perſuaded to conſent to elope with 
me, to eſcape the ſeverities ſhe muſt 
expect, in conſequence of her obſtinacy; 
and we fixed upon the night Pe: to the 
wedding-day, BE 
My heart burned with revenge againſt 
Owen, for his baſe and cowardly at- 
tempt upon my life, and his cruel in- 
tention to force the unwilling Winifred 
to-his deteſted bed. I reſolved to puniſh 
bim: 1 did it in the following manner. 


| procured four ſtout fellows of my fa- 
Vor, III. _—_— ther's 
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ther's ſervants to aſſiſt me, and promiſed 
them a handſome reward, Owen was 
very ſuperſtitious, and dreadfully afraid 
of aparitions and devils; ſo I reſolved to 
plague his fears as well as puniſh his 
.carcaſs, I dreſſed myſelf and fellows in 
fantaſtic habits: to appear like nothing 
human, we blacked our faces, made large 
red circles round our eyes, and put 
pieces of broken tabacco-pipes within 
our lips, for teeth, which anſwered the 
double purpoſe of altering our ſpeech, 
and of giving our countenances a horri- 
ble grin.—our whole appearance was re— 
ally terriſying, and ſufficient to perſuade 

Owen we were devils indeed. : 
Furniſhed with a ſtrong blanket, we 
waited in a ſecret place for Owen's return 
From his intended bride, the evening be | 
fore the appointed day: we ſeized our 
prey, whoſe terror at our appearance 
deprived him at firſt of the power of 
ſpeech. We ragged him into a field, 
diſtant 
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diſtant from any dwelling.we ſpread 
the blanket, my four imps faſtened on 
the corners of it, and myſelf the maſter 
devil, ſeizing the terrified victim, threw 
him into the midſt. 

His diſcipline now began, and like 
true devils, we enjoyed his ſufferings. 
The exerciſe of the blanket brought him 
to his ſpeech, and he began to beg for 
mercy: with the moſt hideous voice I 
could aſſume, 1 bawled in his ear, Thow 
ſhalt do no murder: and gave the ſignal 
to toſs him again. The wearineſs of 
his tormentors, procured a ſecond reſ- 
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pite, when he renewed his ſupplications; þ 
and was anſwered, Thou ſhalt not covet | | 
| thy neighbor's wife: a third toſſing took 1 


place, and being ſore with what he had 
1 already ſuffered, he howled lamencably: 


his tormentors deriding him, and telling 
him how they would make him howl 
: in hell, 


t N A2 When 
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When we had wearied ourſelves as 
well as Owen, we rolled him up in the 
blanket, and ſkewered it faſt, In that 
ſituation.we left him, and retired to ſtrip. 
off our diabolical habiliments. I dif 
patched a boy to Wrexham, to wait for 


meeone of my devils prepared a horſe 


and pillion, and waited at an appointed 
place—myſelf flew to my charmer, who 
was waiting, and gladly deſcended the 
ladder, which we did not ſtay to remove, 
but mounted the horſe :— we reached 
Wrexham by day-break. The boy re- 
turned with the horle, ard we ſet off 
in a polt chile for Cheſter, in order to 
go to Gretna-green, 
Our joy for our eſcape was of ſhort 
continuance.; one of the horſes loſt a 
ſhoe before we reached Gresford : no 
carriage was to be procured in that place, 
and we were obliged to wait till the ſhoe 
was re-placed : This delay filled us with 
a thouſand ſears of being overtaken, and 
| | ; made 
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made it noon before we got to Cheſter. 

Diſappointment upon diſappointment 

followed us; for here, at one inn, horſes 

could not be had, under two hours: ano- 

ther could not ſupply a carriage under 

three at laſt after much delay, ſtepping 

into a chaiſe, the furious father of Wini— 

fred ruſhed by me, and ſeizing his 


daughter by | the. arm,. drove her into , 
the hou ſe.” 


N. 3. CHAP, 
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„ 


Lewellyn's Story concluded Leger's Ad- 
vice and Promiſe—Shift at Abberge- 

venny. Arrives at his Deſtination. Re- 

turn and Death. 


« F Diſmiſſed the poſt chaiſe, as being 
F now uſeleſs. and entered the par- 
lour, where Winifred and her father 
was; and found my charmer ſunk at his 
feet, and imploring his pity, that he 
would not compel her to marry that 
abominable man: he ſtormed and raved at 


ber with great heat and paſſion, and told 


her that the ſtep ſhe had taken, had deli- | 
vered her from the importunities of that 
worthy man, who now upon no account 
would unite himſelf to one who had 
made ſo ſcandalous an elopement. 

I ventured to interfere, by begging 
him to be pacified: J aſſured him, nei- 
ther 
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ther Winifred nor myſelf had thought 
of the elopement, but for the determina- 


tion of ſolemnizing the deteſted marriage 


with Owen Davies — that we were ſo- 
lemnly contracted to each other, and 
that, if he could not be brought to ac- 
cede to our contract, we muſt remain 
fingle, for Winifred never ſhould be forced. 
He poured upon me a torrent of abuſe, 
to which I calmly replied, « The father of 
Winifred may take this liberty, but no 


other man: however, fir, I am certain I 


cannot have deſerved this treatment, for 
though I am inferior in point of fortune, 
my offered alliance 1s no difparagement 
to your family.” «I underſtand you, faid 


he, you are of the race of Lewellyn, 


Prince of Wales, a princely race of pau- 
pers - you have been educated too for 
the church, which is a genteel thing: go, 
boy, and get a curacy of twenty-five 
pounds a year, if you can, then marry 


into an illuſtrious family like your own, 


N 4 and 


232 ADVENTURES OP 


and rock the cradle while you make Foup 


ſermons.” 
Winifred, faid I, giving her my hand, 
which ſhe received, I ſwear to you by 


the honour of my anceſtors, I never 


will give this hand to another: your 
cruel. father, has power to divide our 


perſons, but not our affections : We 
muſt ſubmit to this exerciſe of his power; 


but ſhould he attempt to unite you con- 


trary to your inclination, the deareſt 


blood of your Llewellyn ſhall be PRA in 
your defence, 
« Excellently romantic!” ſaid he, « my 


brave young Quixore, but go home and 


cool a little, old Evans will ſtill claim the 
right to diſpoſe of Winifred,” 


I returned home ſufficiently ſnagrined 
at what had happened, but ſo leiſurely, 


that the night was far advanced before I 
reached it: I there learned the report of 
the day, which was, thar Abigail went 
in the morning into her niece's room, 


found the window open, the Jadder 


againſt 
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againſt it, and her priſoner gone: ſne 


alarmed the houſe, and her brother diſ- 
patched a meſſenger for Owen, but no 
Owen ws to be found: another was ſent 


to my father, to enquire after me, and 
my being from home, fixed the ſuſpicion 


that we had fled together, but Owen's 
abſence remained a myſtery : the purſuit 
was made, and ſucceeded as you have 
| heard; 


As to Owen, it was late in the day 


when he was found. A labouring man 
paſſing that way, ſeeing a large bundle 
lying in the field, was induced to examine 
it, but hearing it groan, fled, frighted 


out of his wits : he alarmed his neigh- 


bours, whogoing in numbers, encouraged 
one another: ſome ventured to move it 
with their feet, which made the groaning 


increaſe, as poor Owen began to fear the 
devils were come again to torment him. 
They at laſt ventured to unſkewer the 


blanket, but the operators were obliged 


to retreat a few paces back when they 


N 5 | had 
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had opened it, for the perſpiration he 


had been in, and other matters that had 


happened to him, emitted ſuch an efflu- 
via, that they were glad to give the 


wind leave to carry it away. 


Owen aroſe, and looked around him 


with a rueful countenance; but when he 


faw no devils, but the poor Welch pea. 
ſants, he began to move towards his own, 
houſe : a thouſand inquiries. from half 
a hundred tongues at once, impeded his 
march : but all the anſwer they could *. 
was, that a number of devils: had toſſed 


him in a blanket, and had left him faſt. 
ened up in it; and ſuch an effect had 
his ſtory, that not a ſoul would touch 
the blanket, leſt the devil ſhould claim 
1 but one of my devils made bold to 


take it as ſoon as it was dark. 


When Owen returned home, he was 
informed of Winifred's flight, and the 
purſuit after ber: he reſolved if ſhe ſhould 


be overtaken, to Wal her flight his cx- 
cuſe 


rr 


le 
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euſe for dropping his pretenſions, but 


his fear of the devil was the real cauſe. 
When Mr Evans heard the tale of 


his friend's diſaſter, he at once gueſſed 


who had played the devil with him, and 
ſwore, to be revenged on me, he would 


proſecute me for ſtealing an heireſs— 


my father (to avoid trouble) adviſed me 
to take a tour for a few weeks, that the 


old gentleman's wrath might have time 


to cool; and in obedience to his requeſt, 
J am at prefent your fellow-traveller. 

I ' ſometimes hear from home, but 
nothing certain concerning my dear 


Winifred, only that Abigail and ſhe, 


mutually torment each other: for her I 
am anxicus, could I but eontrive to cor- 
reſpond with her, it would lighten the 
pains of abfence, and deliver me from 
a thouſand fears upon ker account,” 

« Well done, my boy,” ſaid Leger, 
*you played your part well, and delerved 
better luck; but never mind, my lad, 


FU carry you through; you ſeem to be a 
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deſerving young man, and I have taken 


a great liking to you: perhaps if you 


was tolerably well provided for in the 
church, it might have conſiderable influ- 


_ ence with Mr Evans; what think you?“ 


&« Sir,“ faid Hugh « the only difficulty 


lies there, but as I am unprovided—as 


my father's family is large, I am, to be 


| ſure, poor in compariſon . of Winifred, 


who 1s heireſs to many thouſands,” 
« Courage, my dear friend, I can 


ſerve you, and-by G-d.I will, I have 


no one belonging to: me, fir for the 
church, and I ſhall ſoon have a valuzs 
ble. living at my diſpoſal the rectory of 
Congleton, in Cheſhire, 1s. worth three 
hundred a year, the preſent . incumbent 


very old and infirm, and the next pre- 


ſentation is in. my gift, what ſay you 
n ; 

O fir,” ſaid Llewellyn, te dare not 
lift my hopes ſo high; how can I hope 
wat a ſtranger would generouſly beſtow 

| 1 ſuc 
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ſuch a living upon me; and it is out of 
my power to offer any gratuity for it.“ 
« I aſk nothing but gratitude,” faid - 
Leger, „the law of Simony forbids all- 


traffick in livings; but ſuppoſe when you 


are inducted, a poor friend of mine, 


whom I wiſh to ſerve, to whom a thou- 


ſand pounds would be of great uſe; 
could you be grateful ? you underſtand 
me, Winifred's. fortune would enable 


ou.“ | 
« Could I be grateful? my God!“ 
faid Llewellyn, „may | be curſt with 


the loſs of Winifred, if I bear a heart 


capable of ingratitude.” 


c Well well, we will ſettle thoſe mat⸗ 
ters at a proper time, now you ſhall. 
follow my advice: go home immediately 
and renew your application to old Evans, 


and tell him your proſpects - will write 
letters to him and your father, to coro- 
borate: your aſſertions,” 


te Ten thouſand thouſand bleſſings on 
your heart,” ſaid Llewellyn, « Wmifred 
| 18 
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is mine, and we ſhall both bleſs you as 
long as we live, bas! think. it is time 
we were moving.“ | 
« Call for the bill,” ſaid Linger, then 

feeling in his pocket, «© I wiſh,” ſaid he, 

«© we were at Abergevenny, for my caſh iſ 
runs damnably low.” Never mind it,” 
ſaid Hugh, „I have plenty, my father 
gave me twenty pounds, and ſome little 
| I had of my own, fo 1 can well afford 
to bear our expences.” © No no,“ faid 

Leger, I had no ſuch meaning, be- 
i! ſides I can find enough to carry me to 
| Abergevenny, and there expect to meet 
bills to a conſiderable amount,” 
| They arrived at Abergevenny in the 


— — 


evening, Leger requeſted Llewellyn to 
order ſupper, while he went to the poſt- 
office to ſee for letters; he went to ano- 
ther inn, and drew draughts for different 


ſums, payable at different dates, and in- 
dorled as if they had gone through ſeve- 
* ral hands. With theſe he returned in 


high nn they ſupped and chatted of 
Winifred, 
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Winifred, Evans, and of Congleton: the- 


laſt ſubject Leger dwelt upon, and drank 
a long repole to the preſent incumbent, 
Lewellyn was all life and ſpirits, and 
Congleton was not out of his head the 
whole night. 


In the morning, Leger preſſed him to 
depart, and called for the bill: « But 1. 
fuppoſe,” faid he, © this fool of a land- 
lord, is ſo much a ſtranger to negociable 


bills, that I ſhall not get him to eaſſi one 


for me; and without eafh I cannot go 
on. Let me ſee, here is one for fifteen 
pounds, at a month. Now as you ſay 
you have caſh, if you can do it, I would. 
not run the hazard of a refuſal from an 
ignorant raſcal.” b | 

Congleton filled the head and deurt of 
Llewellyn, he drew out a ten pound 
bank, and five pounds in caſh. “ But 


have you caſh to carry you home?” ſaid 


Leger, „for I would not for the world: 
you. ſhould have the plague of getting 


ix. caſhed upon the road,” I am trugal 
as 
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as a Welchman,” ſaid the other, « and 


have enough.“ 
They took each others addreſs, with 


a promiſe of writing, and if Leger's af. 
fairs would permit, he was to make a 
viſit to the neighbourhood of Cærgurly. 

Our Hero having parted with his 
Welch companion, moved towards the 


place of his own deſtination, where he 
expected to be received with hearty ſpi- 


ritual welcome: the place was a village 


near Cardigan: he prepared himſelf as he 
travelled to reaſſume his reverend cha- 


racter, and had planned his firſt diſ- 


courſe among them. 


| He arrived, and to his great PEE | 
found that his righteouſneſs had gone 


before him: his good friend Mr, Pink- 
ney, had wrote down an account of his 
mother's, Will, and a copy of the obſer- 


vations on Sectaries. He attempted to 


juſtify. himſelf as, to the affair of-the Wil, 
and to treat the paper as a malicious 
forgery:; but the Britons were. by no 


means convinced, and would not per- 
mit 


*% 
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mit him to make one exhibition -_ 


them. 


Diſappointed and chagrined, he re- 
turned to Cardigan, where he endea- 
voured to drown his vexation by drink- 
ing. When his intoxication was over, he 
conſidered that as ſummer was gone, he 
had better return to town, and try what 
the winter would produce in his favour; 


but reſolved to lay aſide intirely his re- 


ligiaus character. . 
He arrived in London, and was. for 
a while a gentleman, until profuſeneſs 


in expenſes, and a dearth of expedients 


to procure ſupplies, reduced him again 
to poverty and rags: he could no longer 
frequent coffee-houſes and taverns; his 
ſhabby appearance and ſlender finances, 
would not admit it: he frequented there- 
fore thoſe places where he could drink 


cheapeſt, and mix with company as 


ſhabby as himſelf. 


In one of theſe places he picked 2 


quarrel with an Iriſh Chairman, a ſtrong. 


athletic. 
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athleitic fellow: they were both violent-. 
ly heated with liquor, and by aggravat- 
ing words, became furious with paſſion, 
Leger, ever conceited of his boxing 
abilities, undertook to chaſtife the Iriſh- 
man, who gave him a molt ſevere drub- 
bing. Intoxicated with liquor and paſ- 
Hon, and dreadfully bruiſed, he could 
ſcarcely crawl home to a miſerable lodg- 


ing. he took to his bed in a violent 


fever, where he languiſhed, and muſt 
have periſhed for want of neceffaries, had 
not the humanity of the poor, but induſ- 


trious people of the houſe, afforded him: 


3 


In this ſickneſs, he felt the want of 
rectitude of heart to ſupport him in the 


views of death, which to kimfſelf and all 
about him appeared inevitable: his con- 
ſciouſneſs of having acted contrary to all 
the reſtraints of honeſty and honour, 
would not permit him to look up with 


hope to that God who is ricky juſt, and 


whole: 
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whoſe name and vengeance he had ſo 
often called upon in falſhood and de. 


ceit : he graſped at the doubt of an here- 


after, and wiſhed to perſuade himſelf 


there was none. When urged on that 


ſubject, he would reply peeviſhly, © Who 
knows any thing of the matter? has any 
one ever returned to tell us? as to the 


opinions of the religious, they are ſo 


various, confuſed and contradictory, 


there is no forming a judgment from 


them.“ 
Through much perſuaſion he con- 
fented that Rufa ſhould be lent for: his 
treatment of her, had ſo greatly weaned 
her affections from him, that fhe fled 
not on the wings of love to comfort and 


aſſiſt him: her reputation as a wife, re- 
quired ſhe ſhould viſit him, and ſhe com- 


plied from that motive; but with ſo 
I trle haſte, that ſhe arrived but time 


' enough to fee him leave a world he could 


impoſe upon no longer. 


Thus. 
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Thus ended the career of Anthony 
Leger, Eſq. or, The Man of Shifts: a 
man poſſeſſed of abilities, natural and 
acquired, which might have made a“ 
ſhining figure in the world, and have 
been a bleſſing to himſelf and all con- 
nected with hun: proſtituted as they 
were to the vileſt-purpoſes of deceit and 
cozenage, they became a curſe. Either 
his craſt or cowardice, or perhaps both, 
| prevented him, except once in Ireland, 
from actions that would have involved 
him in felony: nevertheleſs, his depreda- 
tions on the property of thoſe he duped, 
where the ſame in effect with thoſe af 
the common thief, He lived abhorred 
by thoſe who knew him, and died un- 
lamented, and almoſt unpitied. 
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